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view of the tc;ase’, it would seem that to have the men régu.
Jarly enrolled, and the different corps properly officered,,
and to secure complete aud regular returns of the effective
force of the istate to the adjutant-general, is all that your
committee think possible to effeet, until congress shall adopt
a general system for these purposes. The laws upon thig
subjeet, passed In the years eightcen hundred and twenty-"
three, and eighteen hundred and twenty-four, would seem
suficient, if they were carried into eficct. It may be asked,
why have they not been carried into cffect? The answer is
plain—TIt is a fact, observable every where, that men act re-
luctantly where the object is not distinetly before them;
upon this prineiple the militia are averse to training in time
of long continued pzace, whea they consider it at least
problematica} whether they will ever be called into service.
‘Another rcason is the remissness of the officers; and this is
believed to arise from the fact, that very many of the mi-
litia oficers now in commission, have aever taken the oaths
of office required by law, and conseqcntly da not fael the
torce of the obligation to the faithfal discharge of their du-
ty, as they would if the laws werc complied with in this'
particular. The committec have prepared a bill, requiring
all the officers of every rank, who have nat qualiiied, to
take and sul(iscribe the oaths required by law, and to have
il same endorsed upon the back of their commissions, and
dirccting that such ofiicers as will not discharge the duties
of their station, after due notiee, shall be stricken from the
rolls. :

‘The committee {urther report, that they have examined
{he arms and accoutrements in the city of Annapolis, in
conformity with the order of this house. For the number
and description of those articles, the committee refer the
house to the armourers report. Such arms as are reported
1o be fit for use, appear to be in good order, and in a tolera-
ble state of preservation. This applies to such arms as have
been recently received from'the general government, and
those which have becn( lately cleaned at considerable ex-
pense, and more particularly to muskets and swords. All
the accoutrements are in a state of disorder and dilapida-
tion, which, if not speedily remedicd, must prove destructive
to a large amount of public property. A large number of
knapsacks l#c in heaps, evidently decaying from want of at-
tention. Many canteens, and other accoutrements, are in
the same condition. Your committee think this might be
remedicd by a proper arrangemcnt of those articles in the
Apartments (where they now are, and this should be the
duty ot the armourer. From reports of the several armour-
ers it appears, there are now ia tlie armouries of the state a




