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‘The gencral affembly of Maryland, imprefled with the livelie®t fenfe of the important and difin-
terefted lervices rendered to his country by the prelident of the United States, convinced that the
profperity of cvery Iree government is promoted by the exiftence of rational confidence between the
people and their truftees, and is injured by mifplaced fulpicion and ill founded jealoufy, confidering
that public virtue receives ity bell reward in the approving vbice of a gr‘a:cful pcople, and that whea
this reward is denied to it, the noblett incentive to great and honourable altions, to gencrous eal and
ma,nanimous pericverance, 1s deltroyed, oblerving, with deep concern, a feries of cfforts, by in-
direct infinuation or open 1nve&ive, to detach from the- firft magiftrate of the union the well earned
confidence of his fellow-citizens, think it their duty to declare, and they do heieby deglare, thetr
unabated reliance on the integnty, judgment and patriotifm, of the prefident of the United Statcs.

Refolved unanimoufly in the afirmative.

Sent to the fenate by the clerk.

Mr. J. Johnfon, from the committee, brings in and dilivers to Mr. Speaker the following re-

re: -

‘THE committee to whom was referred the memoarial of the prefident and direltors of the Pa-
towmack Company, report, that the money heretofore fabfcribed fur opening and removing the ob-
ftruGions in the pavigation of that river is inadequate to the otjelt propofed, and that, with a view
to obtain fuch further fum as will anfwer the purpofe, the prefident and direCtors of the Patowmack
Company, under the provifions of the a& of 1784, chapter 33, tetion 15, have opened fublcriptions
for one hundred thares, of £.130 fterling each, as an additional capital,  The committee find, that
the navigation of the river s fo far impruved as to be at prefent of confiderable public utility, and

.that many thoufind barrels of flour, befides much other produce and lumber, is anually
brought to market on the furface of its waters, and that the fafe and fteady navigation of it, in
the judgment and opinion of perfons beft qualified to decide, is practic:ble at no great additional
expence. o | ‘

l')I’hc: committee find, tht the general affembly of Maryland, herctofore fully impreficd with the

reat and lafting benefits refulting from an eafy communication with the rich and fertile ceuntics
watered by the Patowmack and its tributary ftreams, {ublcribed the fum of five ti:ouland pounds
fterling in aid of this important undertaking, and in the opinion of the committee, additional reafons
now exift to induce the ftate to augment the nunber of ies fhares by a turther tubfeription. Icis at
once obvious to cvery refleéting mind, that exclufive of the profits to be derived from the tolls on
the amount of the fum fubicribed, the flate is deeply interefted in promoting the navigatioh of the
river to improve its weftern lands, to draw the produce of a great and valuable part of Virginia and
Pennfylvania to its fhores, to quicken induttry, promote commerce, and, by opening communica-
tions hetwe:n the fources of the Patowmack and the waters of thie weftern world, to raife the credis,
weaith and power of this ftate, to that fcale which it fthould always occupy, and to which its local
fituation, improved to advantage, eminently eatitles it.

The committee conceive too, taat the tolls which will be payable upon the compiction of this ex-
tenfive object, mult of neceflity in a few years be peculiarly produllive, ana of courfe will aug-
ment the rcvenue of government in proportion to the amount of its interell in the capital.  An in-
crealing fund, upon which the ftate may hercafter caiculate with cercainty, which will keep puce
with and muift be founded upon the progrefiive profperity of the community, which has its bafis in
the extenfion of our commerce, is rcadily colleéted and paid with facility and cheerfuluefs, muft cer-
tainly be a poiitical defideratum of the Q{rﬂ importance.

Upon the whole, the committee are of opinion that tae legiflature of Maryland ought to fubfcribe
for as many additional fhares in the Patowmack Company as their funds will admnit of, and that the
prefident and directors of {aid conmpany thou!d have a difcretionary power to make the canals and
other works on faid river of any dimenfions which iu their judgment are beft calculated to fecure
and perfect the ealy and fafe navigation of faid river, and that an act fhould pafs to carry the prayer

of faid petition into eftect,
By ordeg, J. O’BRYON, 3d. clk.
Which was read. | y |

Mr. Roberts, from the committce, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following re-
port: :

THE committee to whom was rcferred the petition of Jacob Loockerman, of Talbot county,
report, that they have taken the fame into confideration and are of opinion that the prayer thereof
ought to be granted, inafmuch as the alteration of the road thercin mentioned will meet with the
approbation of many perfons immediately interefted, and ¢annot injure the public.  All ‘which is

fubmitted.
. By order, J. HARWOOD, clk.
Which was read. .

Mr. M‘Mechen, from the committee, brings in and delivers to M. Speaker a bill, entitled, An
at to cxtend Pratt ftreet, in Baltimore-town, wefternly until it inter.e€ts the turnpike road leading
from the faid town to Frederick-town; which was read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order,
pafled, and fent to the fenate by the clerk. ,

On the fecond reading the bill to prevent the removal of perfons from this ftate. who have peti-
tioned, or may petition, for freedom, the queftion was put, That the words * knowing the petition to
be filed,” be inferted in the enaing claufe of the faid bill? Refolved in the affirmative.

The bill being read throughout, the queftion was put, That the faid bill do pafs? The yeas and

nays being required, appeared as follow : |
K AFFIRMA-



