94 VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, November, 1793.

Mr. T. Wootton, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following re..
port: '

THE comumittee to whom was 1eferred the petition of Ignatius Boone, of Prince-George’s
county, report, that they have taken the fame into confideration, and are of opinion that the prayer -
thereof ought not to be granted.  All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe. '

~ By order, J. W, KING, clk,
Which was read the firft and fecond time and concurred with. : .
Mr. Lloyd, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

THE committee to whom was referred the reports of the agent of this ftate, report, that they
have taken the faid reports, and the papers accompanying them, 1nto confideration, and they find the
bufinefs within the department of the faid agent to be in the fituation ftated by him to the legiflature ;
that there {tili remain debts to be colleted, and confifcated property to a confiderable amount un-
difpofed. of ; and that fales have been delayed for the reafons mentioned in the agent’s fecond report,
and the delaying of which will, in the opinion of the committee, tend to the benefit of the ftate. Tt
appears to the committee, that the agent has been attentive to the intereft of the ftate, and they are of
opinion that an agent ought to be appointed for the enfuing year. All which is fubmitted to the ho-

nourable houle.
By order, - J. W. KING, clk.

Which was read.
Mr. Lloyd, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following inftructions :
To the honourable GEORGE DENT, JOHN F. MERCER, URIAH FORREST, THO-
MAS SPRIGG, SAMUEL SMITH, GABRIEL CHRISTIE, WILLIAM HINDMAN,
and- WILLIAM V. MURRAY.
(GENTLEMEN, :

THE extreme diftrefs of the citizens of French St. Domingo, driven by the horrors of war, and
the deftruction of their capital, to feek an afylum ia our country, impofed a heavy and unequal bur-
then on the citizens of this tkate, and particularly on the inhabitants of the town of Daltimore. To
remove the inequality of the expence incurred in the fupport of thefe unfortunate exiles, and to pre-
vent their future fufferings, induced the legiflature of this ftate to intcrpole in their behalf, by grant-
ing the fum of five hundred doliars per week, from the firft day of December, inftant, to the {econd
day of February enfuing; this period was fixed, under an‘apprehenfion that congre(s would, before
the expiration of that time, be in feflion, and that a regard to-the fentiments of humanity, as well as
rational charafter, would induce them to make effeCtual provifion for their fupport, while their pe-
~culiar fituation required 1t. : )

The relieving of part of the citizens of this ftate from an unequal proportion of the expences ne-
ceflary to preferve thofe unfortunate people, appeared to us to be a duty incumbent on the repre-
fentztives of the people of Maryland 5 to us then it equally appears to be the duty of the reprefenta-
tives of the people of America, to relieve this frate from its difproportionate thare of the burthen.
We with to call your attention particularly to this fubjedt, and requeft that you will uf your utmoit
- \luence to obtain from the United States relief for thofe people, and reflitution of the furplus ad-

vanced by this {tate, _ o
To the honourable JOHN HENRY and RICHARD POTTS.

GENTLEMEN,
WE, the Groeral Affembly of Maryland, your immediate conflituents, call your attention toa

fubject affeéting to humanity, and involving the interefls of this ftate. T'he horrors of war, fome
time in June laft, forced a very largs body of ths citizens of French St Domingo to quit their
country, and feck thelter in the hofpitable ftates of America, their allies; a body of near twelve
hundred arrived at Baltimore, deftitute of every neceflary of life, without money, and unfkilled in
our language. o .

The charity of individuals (efpecially thofe of Baltimore-town,) furnithed prefent relief to their
wants ; but private beneficence was unequal to fuch great exertions, and a jult regard to Baltimore-
tewn, as a part of the ftate of Maryland, called on us to relieve the citizens of that town from the
preflure of fo great a burthen. The interference of this general aflembly became neceflary to pre-
ferve the exiltence of at leaft three hundred and fifty old men, women and children, who had no
other dependence until the mecting of congrefs, the period for which was, at that time, from a va-
“riety of reafons, extremely uncertain. For thefe reafons a grant of five hundred dollars a week, from
the firft day of December, inftant, to the fecond day of I'ebruary next, was made by this general
affembly for their immediate fupport. We are informed that other ftates have made fimilar grants
for the temporary fupport of exiles from the fame country, They are in this country the moft help-
lefs of all beings, and humanity, and a juft regard to national charatter, forbid that we fhould fyffer
any of our fellow-citizens to perifh for want, while the God of nature fhowers down plenty on us with
2 bouatiful band. We need not recall to your minds what glory Great-Britain alone, to fay nothing
of other countries, has acquired, by afferding affiftance to unhappy wretches who have heretofore
fought protection in that country. We need not inftance the cafe of the refugees, after the revoca-
rior. of the ediét of Nantes—The Palatines—And above all others, the Lifbon grant; ner need we
recite to you the diftrefes which opprefled thofe French citizens at their arrival, and ftill coptinue to
bear them down with complicated caamities. To one of the~reprefcn,t-_a_tiv/.'es from this fiate in con-
grefs we refer you for further information on this affe@ing part of the fubject. We are {enfible that
© the caufe of humanity you want no other inducements than your own feelings to render you a&iveg

and




