VOTES aAND PROCELDING:, November, 17g<. 13
The bill to facilitate the draining of land in the feveral counties therein mentioned, was read the
{econd time, pafled, and fent to the fenate by Mr. Jones.
A petition from Henry C. Baker, of Czeil county, late an officer in the Maryland:line, praying

to be allowed half pay, was preferred, read, and referred to Mr. M¢Pherfon, Mr. Stone, and Mr.

Oldham, to confider and report thereon. e o .

On motion, Leave given to bring in a fupplement to an a&, entitled, An a& to difpofe of the re-
ferved lands weftward of Fort Qumberla'nd, in Wathington county, and to fulfil the engagements
made by this ftate to the officers and foldiers of the V ryland line in the fervice of the United States.
OrDERED, That Mr. Stone, Mr. Smith, Mr. ’Ii;dl‘ghman, and Mr. Hughes, be 2 committee to
prepare and bring in the fame. * o

The bill refpecting thc marriage of Hercules Courtenay, of Baltimore-town, was read the fecond
time, paffed, and fent to the fenate by Mr. Owings. . ‘

John Smith, Efquire, from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the following meflage :

By tue S EN A TE, Novemser 12, 179%
GENTLEMEN,

EXPERIENCE has evinced that there arc fome defe@s in the conftitution and form of govern-
ment of this ftate. If thefe defes are pointed out and corre&ted by one or more atls, to be publifh-
ed and fubmitted to the confideration and judgment of our conftituents, previous to the next ele&ion
of fenators and delegates, it is probable that the good fenfe of the peopie would approve the propofed
alterations, and would inftruct their reprefentatives to pafs the alls alluded to at the next fefion.

1f this opinion be well founded, and you fhould concur in it, we think it proper that 2 joint com-
mittee of both houfes thould be appointed to revife the conftitution, and to report {uch amendments
of it as may be agreed upon by the committec, and to bring in one or more bil.s for that {aiutary
purpofe. Prefuming that you will not objeét to the appointment of fuch a committee, we have named
John Henry, Charles Carroll, William Hemfley, Richard Ridgely, and Nicholas Hammond, Ef-
quires, to meet the members who may be nominated by your houle.

: By order, H. RIDGELY, jun. cx.

Which was read. -

A petition from fundry shabitants of the Nottingham and Welch Tra? lands, of Cacii county,
praying that the treafurer of the weftern fhore may be j.lgthori(ed to iﬁgc gcrllﬁcarc?s for the overpius
of payments made by them to the late intendant ; a petition from Jofepi Clark, of the city of Anna-
lis, praying a compeniation for certain fervices by him rendered to the itate; and a memorial from
ngeph Watfon, Robert Roberts, and Richard Muagarity, of Cacil county, praving that they may
have the benefit of the alt for the in%alment of certain debts due to the fiate; {everally endorfed;
« By the fenate, November 13, 1790: Read and referred to the confideration of the houfz of dele-
« gates. _ -
« By ordet, H. RIDGELY, jun. clk.”

Which were read, and the petition from fundry inhabitants of the Nottingham and Welch Trz&t
Yands referred to Mr. R. Bond, Mr. M‘Mechen, and Mr. Stone, to confider and report thereon.

On motion, Leave given to bring in a bill to enable the inhabitants of Saint John’s parifh, in
Queen-Anne’s and Caroline counties, to elect veftrymen and churchwardens for faid parith at any

time before Eafter Monday next. OrpEerED, That Mr. Harris, Mr. Seney and Mr. Downes, be -

2 committee to prepare and bring in the fame.. .

On motion, Leave given to bring in 2 bill to alter the time of holding November county court in
Worcefter county. OrDERED, That Mr. Martin, Mr. Chaille and Mr. Holland, be a cecmmittec
to prepare and bring in the fame. '

Mr. Tilghman, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Spezker the following report

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of the people called Qualers, report, that
they have confidered the fubject of ir, and think it well entitled to the ferious confideration of the
Jegiflature. Your committee are of opinion that the prohibition of the manumiffion of flaves by lait
will and teftament, is an unwarrantable infrincement of the right of property, and therefore recom-
mend that the third feGtion of an aét, entitled, An a& to prevent difabied and fuperannuated fiaves
being fet free, or the manumifion of {laves by laft will and teftament, be repealed, with a provifion
fecuring the right of creditors. :

Your committec are further of opinion, that to punith children for the fins of their parents, is
contrary to the principles of juftice and the fpirit of chriftianity, and recommend that the 26th, 27th
and 28th fe&ions of the aét relating to flaves and fervants, pafled in the year 1715, fo far as the fame
refpect the iffue mentioned in the faid fections, be repealed, faving all rights alreadv acquired under
the fame ; and that an a&, entitled, A fupplementary &t to the at, entitled, An a&t relating to fer-
vants and flaves, pafled in the year 1728, fo far as relpe&ts the ifluc therein mentioned, be repealed,
faving as aforefaid.

Your committee beg leave further to report, that they think the honour and juftice of the ftate
‘materially concerned in infliting exemplary punifhment on 2 pradtice which there is reafon to think
has lately prevailed, of exporting negroes and mulattoes entitled to freedom, by fraud or violence, out
of the ftate. :

All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe. )

By order, T. PUCRDY, clk.
Which was read. : ' ‘
. Orberep, That the bill to eftablifh a bank in Baltimore-town, have a fecond reading on Tuef-
ay next.

Orn



