g2 VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, NovEMBER, 1783,

reneral affembly to take or refufe them. The firft committee, appointed to infpe&t the inten<
gant’s books, approvzd the purchafe for the ﬁa;;, and the inwendan:, by their requeft, imme-
ciately arterwarus, and not before, put the certificates into the trealury, and charged the ftate
with the purcha'e money. Thne intendant cannot conceive, that -he dignity of the ftate
will be injured bv the buying certificates ; it was not thought fo by the leg:l ture, that the pur-
chate ot continen:al money would wound the honour or dignity of government; and the inten-
dint cannot sifcover any diffcicnce between purchafing bills of credit, or certificat:s, at lefs
than the noninal fum.  The intendant has not penetrauon to difcover how the purchafe of go-
vernmen: fecurites can poflibly create any injury to the public creditors, unlc s it can be p:ovéd,
that the more able the ftite is to difcharge its debts, the lefs expettation its creditors will have
o: payme t. It any itie thould be unha,pily involved in debt beyond its adility to psy, and its
creditors would willingly accept a compolition, and from falfe dignity and mitaken hoenour the
fta-e fhould retuic, and iniiit up n remaining in debt the whole fum, the confequence would be
faral to the trate, and dettructive to s creditors. The money laid out in the purchafe or thefe
cectifizates was unapp op:laied ; nay, L 3973 9 1 was received from the funds confolidated,
and :nerefore muit, if put into the trealury, have remained unufed till the year 1791, It may
be remembered, that a tax of 2/ in the £ 100 is appropriated by law to fink thcfc certifi-
cates.

I¢ is clear, that the intendant’s purchafing certificates increafed their value, Is a condull in a
fate offi er, which raifes the value ot government {fe unities, derogatory to the dignity of go-
vernment ! The faith of government is piedged to redeem thefe ceruficates at par; the govern-
ment is not ot ability to do this immediately, and bas poftpuned the actual payment to a future
day ; by which thefe fecuritics a € wortn lefs than par.  I'hc intendant really thought, that a
meafure which tended to raife them nearer (0 par than they were betore the meafure was tzken,
was alting in conformity to the 1dea uf the dignity o.t‘ the flace, inltead. of detracting from that
dignity. The in endant cannot oM.t CONpating this part of tie report, wiih the part wherein
he 1s cen-ured for not making fo much by the exchange ot certifi.ats as he might have cone;
in that init-n e th- honouraole committee feemeu to be of opinton, th.t it wes not at all .xgain&
the digniy of the ftate for the intendant to have | 1d one kind of certificates at more than their
value, and to b.ve purchaled another kind of ceruficat.s at lefs than then v lue.

11. The chmmiice remarks, that no regular account sppears on the intcndant’s books o' the
repairs of the public buildings. 7

The auditor's books will thew every fhilling expended for thefe pu pofes, and the committee
might have feen the plans and cftimates on the intendants table, and they are ready to be pro-
duced to this houle whenever called tor. 1 he intendant, 1n dif harge of this tutt, bas made
{uch parchafcs and contraéls as he shought for the intercft of the public, according ‘o the b ft of
his judgment, and the intormation he could obtain on fuch fubjects; he may have erred in judg-
.ment, but has not intentionally done injury to the ftate.

12. The committee hive concluded their report, with giving their decided opinion, thar the
ofice of inten :ant is unneceliary. '

“To differ in opinion with tie committee may be deemed arrogance, and may be imputed by
fome to ambition, o: the Jove of money. The on'y wifh of (he intendant is to remove the af-
p riions on his character, and to prelerve the good opinion of the wife and virtuous part of the
communityv. T he expence of the office is only L- 725 per annum 5 a felary of /. 500 is no ob-
jeét with the intendant; other mo.ives induced him (o accept and continue in this ardusus office.
He refufed an appointuent from congrefs of fuperior rank, with double the falary, from an
ezrneft with and hope to reftore the public credit of his native land, and to reduce the finan.es
of the ftate into order.  How far his labcurs have lucceeded, he leaves to the dectfion of the im-
partia} public; confcious that he has endeavouhred. to difch rge the important duties of his office
with integrity, he cheerfu'ly {fubmits to public inveftigation, and attends the pleafure of the
houfe to an:wer the queftions that may be ofk d him. '

The intendant cannot cmit remarking, that a confiderable part of the bufinefs, which it
would feem was in‘ended to have been done by the commiitee, and which appears to be at lealt
as neceffary to be attended to as the fubjects adverted to, has not by them been reported on.

They have not noticed the fales ot confifcated property made by the intendant, to the amount
of above £. 150,000 iD a fhcrt time ; cafh, ceruficates and bonds, caken for the whole (except
£.1200) and lodged in the treafury, and the account ftated and ready to be fet:led.

It does not appear, that they have examined the intendant’s fales of fpecifics, which amount
to above £,.75,000. ‘

It Goes not appear; that they have examined the cafh account, the moft material both to the
fate and the intendant if they had inveftigated this account, and called for his vouchers, the
incendant is inclined to hope they would have found bis books neither deficient in truch as to mat-
ter or per.picuity as to the metrod.

They have not examined what money is in the intendant’s hands ; if they had been pleafed fo
have done this, it would have been found, that the fum in hand (not amounting to L. 400)
correfponds with the balance appearing due by the cafh account.

"It does not appear, that they have compared the intendant’s orders on the treafury with the
entries on the auditor’s books, which, if they had done, it would have been feen that there was
a correfpondence of the orders with the entries, and that the orders were all carried to the pro-
per accounts.  This too is a matter of much importance to the ftate and the intendant. Had
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