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- Mr. Quynn brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a& to empower Ga-
- briel Lewynn, ‘adminiftrator of Charles Riley, deceafed, to fell and difpofe of lots of ground in
- Baltimore-town in Baltimore county ; which was read the firft time and ordered -to lie on the
tab!e. - R T . T . v
~~ Mr. Seney brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a& for the relief of Ed-
ward Hargadine, a languithing prifoner in Queen-Anne’s county gaol ; which was read the firft
and fecond time by efpecial order and pafled. -Sent to the fenate by Mr, Seney and Mr. Sewell.
.. The report on the petition of ‘William Knott was read the fecond time and concurred with,
-and leave given to bring in a bill purfuant thereto.
The bill to relieve nonjurors from certain difabilities, was read the fecond time, and the quef-

- tion put, That the faid bill do pafs ? The yeas and nays being called for by Mr. Beatty and fe-
- conded by Mr, Weems appeared as follow : - | -

AFFIRMATIYVE

annd; L Weems, Job, - - Seney, -~ Hopper, ’ Oneale,
3Smyth, - ‘Ridgely, ~ Brevard, Courfey, Keene, Edwards,
. & Cadwalader, S. Worthington, Bowie, Sewell, Burgefs, M*‘Mechen,
: ﬁ Lloyd, - . Sherwood, "Magruder, Chafe, Griffith, Fell.
B. Worthington, Hindman, = Kent, - * Smithfon, :
. NEGATIVE -
¢ N.Worthington, Stone, - - Miller, - Duvall, ~ Norrls, Chapline; -
= Brogden, : Courts, ~ Quynn, Beatty, Wheeler,

8o it was refolved in the affirmative.

g Mr. Oneale brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a& for the relief of
William Knott, of Montgomery county ; which was read the firft and fecond time by efpecial
order and paflcd. R L
The following meflage being prepared, was fent to the fenate, with the above bills, and the
bill to prevent the fubje@s of an enemy from coming into this ftate, by Mr. Hopper and My,
Duvall, - T — _ '
— ~ By tex HOUSE or DELEGATES, Javnvary 3, 1783,
May IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, '
. WE with you had communicated to us the reafons which induced you to put a negative on
- the bill to prevent the fubje&s of an enemy from coming into this ftate.
- We cannot conjeQure the caufe of your diffent to a prohibition, founded, in our opinion, on
the principle of felf prefervation, We return you the bill, and will briefly affign the motives
which influenced us to pafs it, and flatter ourfelvesthey will be fufficient, on further confidera=
_ tion, to procure your affent, - By the a& for naturalization, it was provided, that every perfon,
“who fhall come into this ftate, from any nation, kingdom, or ftate, and renounce his former
- _political conne&ion, and take an oath of allegiance to this government, fhould thereby become
a fubject. - Since the paflage of] this law, feveral fubj.&s of Great-Britain came from that king-
.~ dom, ‘and were admitted by the governor.and the council to renounce their fubjection to the
- _crown of Great-Britain, and to take the oath of allesiance to this ftate, and thereby entitle
themfelves to the privileges of citizens. It is doubted whether the general expreffions of the law,
inviting forcigners of évery nation to come and fettle among us, can juftify the «dmiffion of {ub-
Je&s of Great-Britain, or'any other power during the time-of war. At the {ame feffion the law
~pafled, the general aflembly, by refolve, requefted the governor to caufe the a& to be printed,
and difperfed in the diffc:ent_parts of Great-Britain and Ireland. This dire@ion of the legifla~
~ture has been confidered by fome, as an invitation to the inhabitants of thofe kingdoms to ac-
‘cept the offer of becoming fubje@s of this ftate. As the law made no exceptions againft any
fubjet of an enemy, thofe who had been the inftruments of commencing and p:ofecuting the
war, and even thofe who left this ftate before the formation of our goveinment, and to whofe
- arts and - mifreprefentations the continuance of the war may, in great meafure, be imputed,
~might claim a right under it to come into our ftate, and become our fubje@ts. There_is no limi-
tation as to number, and no difcretion lodged any where, to reje& the moft inveterate of our
enemics. . The liberty fuppofed to be granted by the law has been already abufed, and we think
prudence and. policy would diate an alteration of it. If you think that our hopour is eng ged
~'to the people of Great-Britain and Ireland, by the circumftance of difperfing the law among
them, and that they might juftly complain we invited them to come among us, and afterwards,
without notice, ‘paffed a Jaw, fubje@ing them to punifhment, we imagine this objection might
. be removed, by commencing the a& at fome future day. Wedo not think this neceflary, but
would rather have a law to prohibit our enemies at fome time from coming among us, than to
leave it open for ever.  We ' hope the fubftance of the bill will meet your approbation, and if
o ‘ ' I excepuonable



