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continue, and even to be increafed by an heavy accumulating intereft upon a large debt, for

which no funds are yet'provided, and our quota of the continental debt and intereft remains alfo -

unprovided for, the friQeft ccconomy in al! our affairs is certainly become neceflary ; we there-
fore think, that the falaries of the gentlemen of the council might be lowered to three hundred
ounds each, the auditor-general three hundred and fitty pounds, and his deputy one hundred -
and fifty pounds, and the clerk of the council two hundred pounds, the treafurer’s office we are

of opinion may well be executed for fix hundred pounds to the principal, out of which he might
employ affiftant clerks. o .

YWe have another objection to the bill, more weighty than that already mentioned. The in-
dependency of the judges is effential to the impartial difpenfation of juftice ; this’ principle can-
not be queftioned, and is recognized by the declaration of rights ; for in purfuance of the prin-
ciple that declaration provides, ¢ that {alaries liberal, but-not profufe, ought to be fecured to
¢he chancellor and judges, during the continuance of their commiflions.” Their falaries have

hitherto been fettled annually by the civil lift bill, and confequently cannot.be faid to be fecured - A

to them during the continuance of their commiffions. It may not be improper to fettle annually
the falaries of officers annually chofen, nothing at leaft in our conftitution exprefsly militates
againit an annual regulation of the falaries of fuch officers ; but an anpual regulation of the
judges (alaries, is repugnant, as we Conceive, to the letter and fpirit of the conititution, which
meant that they fhould really be independent, and f{uperior to every undue influence. In our
judgment, no influence over them would be more dangerous than that of the legiflature, arifing
from the hope of increafing, or the apprehenfion of decre Jfing, falaries; an influence of this
kind would have a tendency to introduce the greateft evil in gove.nmenr, an accumu:ation and
union in the fame perfons of the legiflative and judicial powers, fo wifcly and exprefsly pro-
fcribed by our conftitution. E ,

The perplexities and confufion of the times may apologife, in fome degree, for paft inad-
vertency, for we are convinced, a deliberate violation of the declaration of rights was never ine
tended by the legiflature in any point, much lefs in one fo effential. However, as the encmy
hath fome time fince changed an offenfive into a defenfive war on this continent; as now a
regular and effe@ual adminiftration of law and juftice hath taken place amongft us, it is become
the daty of the general affembly to eftablifh permaneat talaries, and to fecuie a punétual and full

ayment of them to the judges. , , : o

We therefore deem it both expedient and neceffary that a bill, diftin& from the civil lift billy
fhuld originate in your houfe for that purpole ; fuch a bill will meet with our ready concurrence,
provided that the falaries of the judges be liberal, compared with the prelcnt exigencics of the
flai y for what might now be ettcemed liberal under thoe exigencies, may not appear fo here-
after, when, from a happy change of circumftances, the refources of the people fh.1. be greater
than at prefent.. In this point of view, w¢ confider the falaries fetticd on the judges by the pre-
{ent bill as fufficiently liberal. - :

If on a revifion of the funjeQs of this meflage, your ideas fhould coincide with ours, as to the
quantum of the falaries propofed by us to be altered, and fettled annually on all the o:her civil
officers of government, €xcept the judges, a bill originated by you for that purpofe will have our

ready affent. , :
By order, J. MACCUBBIN, clk.

Charles Carroll, of Carroliton, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill to pre-
vent the fubjeéts. of an enemy from coming into this. ftate, endorfed 3 *¢ By the fenate, Decem-
¢ ber §, 1782 Read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table. :

, ¢ By oider, : ~.J. MACCUBBIN, clk.
¢t By the fenate, ‘December 12, 1782 Read the fecond time and will not pafs. ,
s« By order, 'J. MACCUBBIN, clk.”

Alfo a petition from John M¢Mullen, of Worcefter county, praying an outlet from a lot of
ound in Snow-Hill, over the land of a certain William Scloy; and 2 petitton and remon-
ftrance from fundry inhabitants of Worcefter county, praying that the regiiter of the land-office
might be diré€ted not to grant warrants to affect thofe parts ot Bald-Beach calculated for falt
making, where the applicants have no other view than to monopoeliic the manufalluring that ar-
ticle ; feverally endorfed 5 ¢ By the fenate, December 12, 1782: Kead and referred to the con-
«¢ fideration of the houfe of delegates. =

' «« By order, - N B MACCUBBIN, clk.”
Which were read. : -

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

F R I D A Y, December 13, 1782.

TH E houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr. Stull, Mr, Ste-

vens, Mr. Holland, Mr. Stewatt, Mr, Seney, and Mr. Smithfon. The proceedings of
~ _ yefterday
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