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paid a very ccnfiderable fum, probably another £. 100,0c0, to the citizens of this ftate, for con-
tinental debts ; and therefore your committee infer, that tuis ftare cugzht not to p-y as much in-
tereft 4s thofe ftates which have difcharged no part of the princigal ; by the returns for this year
it appears, that there are 4,790,366 aties of land within this ftate, and your comitnittee believe
that the flatc of Virginia contains above double that quantity' of patented }and.

Your committee are of opinion, that the fum apportioned .nd required of this fate by con-
grefs, as its quota of the continentai expences for the army, matine, and civil litt, &c. is far
beyond its due proportion, being the fame proporticn as cn the requii:tion for intereft, -
Your committee are of opinion, that the fupplies for the current year can only be obtained by
- loans or taxes, and that the firtt is impraQicable, irom the great fcarcity of f{pecie, the high in=

tereft given by individuals, and other caufes, and that this {tate and no other, even the moft
opulent, can raife the neceflary expences of war and civil government bty taxes alone,

Your committée are of opinion, that it weuld require a tax of 33/11 {pecie for every £. 100
property in the ftate (fuppoling it to be 12,000,000) to raife the 1um of 4,203,250, and it is
fuppofed that the who'e coin in circulation in this ttate does not exceed 4, 100,0c0 ; wherefore
your committee are of opinion, that it is improper and imprudent to impofe a tax in fpecie, with
a view to raife the {ums ncceflary for congrefs and this government, and that it cannot be rea-
fonably expected that above a third, or at molt half, of the circulating fpecie, can be colleGed
within the year by taxes, .

Your committee would obferve, that they are informed and b:lieve, that ia the nc?g}ibouring
flates, and particularly in Virginia, that fome of the beft lind is valued at 7/6 {pecie per acre,
and that an eftate of the real value of /. 3000 only pays 30/0 in the year, when in this ftate the
beft lands are eftimated at £. 4 per acre, and an eftatc of /. 3cco in the laft year paid /[, ze.
The confequences are obvious, that the United States are celiauded, and this ftate muft lofeits
citizens, e

Your committee are of cpinion, that this fate ought to exert itfelf to raife fupplies as far as
the abilities of the peoplc will permnit. : :

Your commitltee are of opinion, that a tax of 40f0 be impoled on every £. 100 of property
within the ftate, payable in three cqual payments, to wit, ¢n the day of April, Auguft,
and November, 1783, which on 12,000,000 will produce 4. 240,000.

- Your committee are cof opinion, that § of each payment be made 1n coin or continental bank
notes, and that the refidue be difcharged in coin or tobacco, pork or wheat, at the a&ual value
of thofe articles in current mcney, and t*at the pork and wheat be received only at three places
" on the weftern fhore and the like number on the eaftern fhore.
Your committee are of opinion, that bills ot credit to the amount of 4. 150,000 current mo-
- ney be emitted on lunded funds, that is on bonds taken for public property told, redeemasle in
fix years, and that the faid emiffion be received at par with coin in payment of that part of the
tax which fpecifics may difcharge, and alfo-in payment for all debts due to the ftate ; and that
the faid bills of credit re-iffue tor four years and no longer, unlefs paid in for the funds, in which
cafe they fhall not re-iflue, but be deftroyed ; and the faid biljs may be paid to {uch of the flate
creditors as will receive them at par. :

‘Your committee are of opinion, that all the confifcated Britifh property pledged for the re-
demption of th= laft emiffion, and which remains unfold, and all property forfeited for treafon,
be fold on credit for four years, payable in fpecie or intended emiflion at par, and that the bonds
ftand as fecurity for the redemption of the faid emiffion. ,

Your committee are of opinion, that the monies arifing from marriage and ordinary licences,
and fines for offences and forfeited recognizances, fhouid be appropriated by law to defray the
civil lift, and that the fines ought to be collected by the attorney-general and his deputies, and

by them tranfmitted to the treafury, as heretofore direéted by act of February feflion 1777,

cap. 13.

Your committee are’of opinion, that the coin as coileGed (or bank notes if to be procured) be

remitted to the continental trealury. ,

Your committce are of opinion, that the deficiency of the civil lift be paid out of the fales of
tobacco or wheat,

Your committee arc of opinion, ‘that the colle®ors of the tax be appointed by the governor
and council.

Your committee are of opinion, that the tax of 7/6 and 3/g be abolifhed, as ample funds are
provided for the finking the emiffions for which thole taxes were impofed.

Your committee are of opinion, that the monies in the hands of genera! Smallwood, appro-
priated to the recruiting fervice, remain for that ufe, and to defray the expence of taking up de-
ferters.

Your committee beg leave to report, that about 3,993,500 continental dollars wege loaned to
congrels by the citizens of this ftate, and may be eltimated at the value of about Z;.zog,ooo
curyent money. : e
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