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VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, Ma¥, 1781, 125

riffs of Charles and Baltimore counties, for the ele&ing delegates for faid counties, in' the féom
of Mr. Hanfon and Mr. Hammond ; which iffued accordingly, returnable on or before-the fif-
teenth day of June next, | o R R
A letter from Mr. J. L. Chamberlaine was laid before the houfe gnd read, and accepted as
his refignation ; whereupon OrperED, That Mr. Speaker iffue his warrant to the fheriff of
Talhot county, for the electing a delegate in the room of Mr. Chamberlaine 3 which iffued ace
| cordingly, returnablc on or before the fifteenth day of June next. | :
| Letters of excufe from Mr. Mackall, Mr, Deye, Mr. ]J. Hasfon, Mr. W. Whitely, Mr,
Sulivane, ‘and Mr. Houfton, for not attending on the day appointed for the meeting of the ge-
neral aflembly, were laid before the houfe and read and accepted, o
ResoLvED, That this houfe will fit, during this (eflion, for the difpatch of public bufinefs,
E from nine o’clock in the morning until one in the afternoon, and frem three till fix. \ :
‘T'he houfe appoint Mr. John Callahan and Mr. John Knapp committee clerks. ORrRbERED,
Z That they be qualified. ' a
ORrRDERED, ['hat the following rules be obferved this feffion : -
¥. At the hour appointed for fitting, the roll of the houfe fhall be called over, and the abfent
members, if any, fent for, : ot
2. If any member be abfent at the hour appointed for fitting, the fpeaker and twenty of thé
members being met, he thall be fined, unlefs his abfence was- occafioned by ficknefs, two fhil-
lings and fix-peace fpecie for every negiect, to be deducted out of his allowance, o
3. Every member fhall take his feat when the fpeaker takes the chair, and remain uncovered
unti! the houfe rifes. o S o
4. Every member who fhall deliver his opinion, or fpeak in any debate, fhall ftand up in his
place, and with refpe& and decency addrefs himfelf to the fpeaker. - - 2
5. No member, at the time of his fpeaking in debatey fhall name any other by his proper
name, but fhall ufe fome other diftin&ion.

6. If two or more members fhall rife to fpeak at the fame time, the fpeaker fhall declare who
{hall fpeak firft.

7. No member fhall fpeak oftener than twice in any debate, except with leave, nor fhall any
member be interrupted while he is fpeaking in order. . o A
8. Any member called to order by the {peaker muft thercupon take his feat. .
9. While the houle is fitting, no member fhall fpeak to another, fo as to interrupt any mem«
ber who may be fpeaking in debate. ' A ‘ | C
10. No motion fhall be debated until the fame be feconded, and (if defired by the fpeaker or
any member) reduced to writing, delivered in at the table, and read by the clerk. S
11.. When a motion is made and feconded, the matter of the motion fhall receive a determi«
nation by the queftion, or be poftponed by gencral confent, or the previous queftion, before any
other motion fhatl be received. | 3 o
12. Every queftion fhall be entered on the journal, and the yeas and nays may be called for
| by any member on any queftion, and the name of the member requiring them fhall be entered
on the jlgurnal. |

13. The previous queftion (that is, Whether the queftion propounded be now put?) may be
called for by any member on any queftion, except to an amendment, or other matter which
cannot n its nature be poftponed. |

14. It a quetion in debate contains more parts than one, any member may (of right) have .
the fame divided into as many queftions as parts. | | o -

15. All queftions fhall be determined by the majority of the members prefent, and whenever

| the fpeaker (on a divifion if called for) fhall declare any queftion in the affirmative or negative,

\ fuch declaration fhall decide the majority, unlefs the yeas and nays be called for, in which cafe

| the queftion fhall be determined as the majority fhall appear on the journal.

| 16. Every bill brought in by 2 member or received trom the fenate, fhall be read on two fe=
veral days, with an intermiffion of one day at leaft, during which time it fhall lie on the table
for the perufal of the members, unlefs on very urgent occafions the houfe fhall, by efpecial or=
der, difpenfe with this rule, which order fhall be entered on the journal, ,

17. Conferrees and members appointed on draughts, if required by a member, fhall be ele&ted
by ballot, and the number fhall in no cafe exceed niae, -

18. No bill or refolve fhall have a fecond reading, until every member in the city be called
upon to attend, except he be excufed by the houfe for indifpofition, or neceflary attendance on
the public bufinefs, if fuch call be requefted by any three members.

19. No petition, memorial, or other application to the houfe, thall be received, unlefs pte-
fented by a' member, \

20. On an eleétion to any office of truft or profit, no ballot thall be counted, unlefs the pers
fon for whom the ballot fhall be given be named to the houfe before the balloting be gone into,

2r1. All quettions of order fhall be declared by the fpeaker. Co R L

i

22. Na



