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cannot raife by taxes more than nine millions of thaf fum, without being greatly diftrefled, the deficiency
theretore of five millidns two huondred and twenty thoufand dollars muit be made good out of the fale ot
Bririfa property, As you are preflumed to be b:ft acquainted with the circumftasces of the people, we
will not contradilt the aflertion, but we canuot refrain from. remarking, that if true, it was not alvogether fo
pradent to difclef: this inability in the bill, and to dwell on it in your meilage.  As we bear our pro-
partions of the taxes, fo we feel for, and moft earneltly wifh 1t weie in our power, to alleviate the diitrefles -
of the people ; the {ale of Britith property, efpecially in the way you propofe, mipht, and probably would,
involve them in greater difficulties and diftrefs hereafter. We have already afligned our reafons for this
opinion, and it is the fixed, and almoft unanimous determinaticn of this houfe (could we reconcile the
confifcation of that property with the fpirit-of cur conftitution, and our ideas of jultice and true policy)
not to fuffer an immediate fale of any partof it; from what we have premifed, you will not be at a Jofs 1o
acceurt for this determination. If the peaple caunot raife by taxes more thaa nine millions of doliars in
nine montlis, without feeling the diftrefs you mention, impoflibilities are neither to be expeted from
s, or them, You feem to hold out an opinion, that our part of the expence of the war may be altogether
‘defrayed by taxes; and the fale of Britith property; the opinion we conceive to be erroneous ; the latter
fund, in the way you propofe to manage it, would foon fail, and to us it appears to be impraéticable to
rai{z annually, by taxes, a fum any wavs adequate to the annual expenditure of the war, and of ourcivil -
eftablifments; the molt opulent countries” have not been able to tax their fubjetts fo high. Yec are we
not deftirute of refources to carry on the war, even if intérnal loaus fhould not fupply the deficiences of
taxes. When the reprefertatives of the United State perceive the impraélicability of fupporting the war by
taxes, and internalloaps, onlv, neceflity will force them to adopt a meafure, which juftice and true polis
cy dictate, and which had been ere now adopted, if partial interefls had not interfered, and preverted its
adoption. By making the back lands a common ftock, and by felling a part cf them, millions might in time
be brought into the public treafury, and in the mean while great fumswould probably be advanced on that
fecurity ; monies may be borrowed in Europe, and of this we fuppote the congrels have aflurances, by the
Jate notice of theirintention to draw bills of exchange to the amount of £.200,000 fterling. The enemy’s
hope, that a bankruptcy would difable us from profecuting the war, like all their other delufive hepes,
even fhould that event happen, would vanith into difsppointment; for we cannot concur with your 2ffer-
tion, that our papef currency is the only means of carrying on the war; numbers cf people, and plenty of
the neceflaries of life, fleel "and iron, and not gold and filver, much lefs paper, are the true finews
of wat. A brave, free, difciplined and virtuous people, poflefling' a country abounding with the former
advantages, can nevér be fubdued; if they are not virtuous, it will be the fault of their rulers in not
Jetting them the examples of difintereftednefs,. magpanimity and juftice.
One part of yoir meflage deferves our animadverfion, not on account of the firength of the reafoning,
but that we may prevent the impreffion it was evidently calculated to make on the minds of the people.
You affert, that it congrefs, in confequence of the rapid rife in the prices of the neceflaries of life, fhnld
be conflrained to call on us for our quota of two hundred and feventy millions of dollars, payable in nine
nuonths and by monthly affeffments, our people, to raife their proportion of that fum within the time li-
mited, muit pay fifty-foyr pounds out of every huadred pounds of property which they. poffefs. "I'his
furely you muft admit to be an uncandid exaggeration.  We pay our taxes not on the prefent nominal
" value ot our property, but on its old value, and conifequently the people, cven in the cafe put, would not
pay more than one per cent. on every hundred pounds of their real and true property.

* You urge the neceffity of the immediate fale of Britifh property, from the requifition of congreis 1o make
the firft payment of our quota by the firft day of February, and from the inability of the people to pay
their quota by that time in taxes; and ' in fupport of this reafoning you obferve, that from the change of
property in th:: country there‘:‘nuﬁ be a new afleflment  In anfwer to :this, permit us to remark, that in
time of war the grant of {upplies generally precedes all other bufinefs ; this, pentlemen, is your cwn pe-
culiar department ; we have now fat near eight weeks, and no fupply bill has yet been offcred to us; the
confifcation bill, which you contend is eflential towards the fupplies, did nct come to us ill the fifieenth
of this month., We prefume vou muft have had good reafons for the delay ; but if there is not now time
enough tor.a new affeffment, fo that the people may be timely informed of what they wiil have 1o pay on
the firft of February, and to make a provifion for fuch payment, we trult you will not confider it as our
fault, who have nothing more to do than to Eafs or rejeét the bills framed by you for this- purpofe. Aj-
thongh circumitances mighwjuitify the remark, we cannot fuppofe that the delay has been cecafiored with
“any defign of raifing an argument in favour of the immediate fale of Britith property, and we are fatistied
that, 'Aupon-jd-rther-reﬂctli‘on- on this fubjeét, and from the reafons we have before given, you will be con-
vinced of the impropriety of fuch {ale, and that it cannot be the with or defire to raife great emoluinenis
to a few individuals at a-certain'and heavy lofs to the public. We again repeat, we are as fenfible as you
can be of the weight of taxes that muR unavoidably fall on the people, avd are equally defirous of lighten-
ing their burthens ; but we are perfuaded we fhall never receive their thanks, if, endeavouring by expe-
dients to fhun fmall and temporary inconveniences, we bring upon them much greater future evils. :

There was nothing in our meflage to jultify your expreflion, *“ if you are ftill inflexibly determined not
to feize and appropriate Britifh property in our power to enable us to carry on the war ;" it cannot even be
inferyed from that mefluge, that we were againft fuch feizure and apprepriation : ‘it only intimated our opi-

“nion, that a fubje® fo new and fo important might properly lic over for the confideration of a future
meeting, to receive a tuller difcuflion. Nothing you have offered has induced us-to retratt this opinion.

We have endeavoured to fhew, that the precipitation with which you feem inclined to hurry on this bufi-

nefs, may be attended with equal confequences, and we cannot per{uade ourfelves that any dange: can arife

from the delay of a few months; unlefs indeed it is apprehended, that any part of the property meant to
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