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Wnrmmawxl!bclffued, on 1b¢¢!r§a£u§;;:g of the 'rg't“péﬁiiré'_,ﬂitﬁfsi'f for the quotas to be furhithed

'the 3t day of January next.”  Fromv thefe circumftances, and other confiderations, we fear con-

grefs have not (ufficjent in their.treafury to defray the expencesiof the wiar, to the firft of Febru-
ary next. - We obferve with deep.congern, that provifions énd ¢ther neceflaries, of the produce

‘of Americd, wanted for our army, .-,ag;cépgy ahove forty fold the'prices thofe articles were before
ary for our army remain as at this day, we may expeét a -

“the war. If the prices of things nece
retg‘xiﬁtion from congvefs to raile. our.quota of 270 million of dollars, in nine months from the 1t
of February.: If this fhould: bappen, our people, to. raife it by ‘taxes, muft pay in the nine
myonths: L. 54 of every £. 100 of property they have in the world, befides taxes to fupport our

government. We admire the wifdom of congrefs in their requifition to pay the taxes monthly -

into the centinental treafury. By this made °“‘F could any reafonable expeétation be entertained |
BEA :

of ftopping the depreciation of .the curréncy. -If money cannot be carried into the treafury, as
faft as it is called out, congrefs will probably be reduced to the fatal meafure, which they repro-
bate, of making further emiffions, 1f the monthly expences of congrefs may be eftimated at 15

————million—of dollars;—it -isr.#h**oifr*ophﬁonf;’“the'-duty“offt-iie"'ﬁates%in--t’hv*union;j"t_oiprev'mrme“m:'f "'*

ceflity of further emiffions to pay in that fum monthly.. Repeated emiffions will afluredly: aceele-

rate, and in a fhort time effedt the total deftru@ion of the'valud of our paper money. Anannual

tax and payment would not.anfwer, we think, the intention and views of congrefs. ' = . .
From thefe confiderations we were detérmined to ‘exert our utmoit powers, not only to raife
the {um af 14 million 220 thoufand dollars, in the nine”months, but to make our monthly paya

ment, of 1 million 580 thoufand dellars. We took into our moft attentive confideration the

ways and means to raife the fum, and to make the monthly payments agreeable to the requifi-

tion of congrefs. On an enquiry into, and deliberating the circumftinces of our people, we
were, and are now of opinion that it is improper and imprudent to impofe, and impraicable to
raife the 34 million 220 thoufand dpllars, in the nine months, from the 1ft of . February to the
1ft of Oclober inclufive, by atax and afleflment’ on property. After a full difcuffion, we were
of opinion, and bave now no reafon to alter it, that g million of dollars would be as much as we
could raife by taxes in the nine months.  ‘To raife this fum, £.18 9 for every hundred pound of
property muit be extraled from .the pockets of our-people, and many of our houfe think this too
much. ' o Co S
We were and flill retain our opinidn, that it is-not in our power to raife, by taxes, 1 million
580 thoufand dollars, before the 1ft of February next, becaufe there muft be a new affefliment of
property ; .it may have changed its owners fince the laft afleflment; and it is neceffary to adopt
fome¢ mode to compel the nioney holders to pay their proportion of the public burthens, We
thought and ftill think it abfolutely impra&ticable to colleét monthly taxes from our people. The

expence of a number, of collectors, from'the difperfed fituation of our inhabitants, would be very

great, wnd their circumftances will - not  enable them to pay monthly taxes. The farmers'and
planters, who contribute the far greater part, would be greatly diftrefled; and we fear univerfal
difcontent would follow the attempt. - ~ ‘ o S
'Contemplating thele difficulties, . fatisfied that the fum required was beyond the abilities of our
conftituents, convinced of the impratticability of collecting the one. million five hundred and
‘eighty thoufand dollars before the firft of February, and of the impoffibility of raifing that fum. in
cach month thereafter uatil the firft of O&tober inclufive, and anxioufly folicitous to comply. with

the requifition’ of congrefs, we examined all our refources, and. found that without a feizure,

- confifcation and application, of the Britifh property within the ftate, we.fhould not be able to
furmount the difficulties. W carefully examined the juftice, the policy of the meafure..  We
revolved the reafons which prefented themfelves for and againft it. - We “fearched into the law of
nations, and were fully fatisfied the immutable fprinciples of juftice, the law of nature,. and the
- common confent of mankiund, juftified the meafure. = = - T e
We beg leave here to recapitulate the reafons contained in our billi— _ o :
1.. The king of Great-Britain, by his' proclamation, and the parliament of that nation, by
ftatute,. declared the people of this flate to be in rebellion, for which caufe, by the law ‘of that

- kingdom, the property of the people here, ‘who had been concerned in the pretent glorious revo- .

lution, would have been liable to forfeiture and confifcation, and at the mercy of the crucl apd
‘tyrannical monarch of Great-Britain, o ‘ o .

‘2. The parliament of Great-Britain, by ftatute, declared the property of the people .of this
ftate found and taken on the high feas, liable to feizurc and confifcation, and that is was lawful
and juft to feize and deftroy their perfons and property; in confequense whereof confiderable

. property. of the fubjeés of this ftate hath been feized 'on the high feas and confifcated, and confi-

derable property within the ftate hath been feized and applied-to the ufe of the Britith army or
_navy, or wantonly deftroyed by the fleet or-army of Great-Britain. - ;

. 3. The king and parliament of Great-Britain commenced, and continue to profecute, an une

" jult war againit the people of this and the United States, whereby this ftate has: already been in~ .

volved in a very great expence, and by the law of nations the pcople of Great-Britain, in their
' feparate



