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By the S EN A T E, December 13, 1778.

ResorLvep, That no private a&t fhall pafs this houfe upon any petition whatever, unlefls notice
is given by the petitioner or petitioners in fome gazette printed in this ftate for eight fucceflive
weeks, and by advertizing at the court-houfe of the county where fuch petitioner or petitioners
refide, at leatt eight weeks before the feflion of affembly to which application is made, that a pe-
tition is intended to be preferred, mentioning in fuch notice the fubttance of fuch petition, and
evidence of this nctice be produced upon hearing fuch peution.

By order, - R, RIDGELY, cl fen.

The foliowing meflage :

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, December 13, 1778,

May it pleale your honours,

W E did not expe@& your diflent to the refolve encreafing the per diem allowance of the gene-
ral affewbly.  That either branch of the legiflature has a conftitutional right to rejeét any mea-
fure propofed by the other, without communicating the reafons which governed their determina=
tion, is a point uncontrovertible. Thatina fubject of fuch momentous concern as the prefent,
we elteem it our incumbent duty to defire the reafons and motives which influenced your honours
in rejeéting the refolve above alluded to. ‘ ‘

<« That the right in the people to participate in the legiflature is the beft fecurity of liberty,
and the foundation of all free government,” is a fundamental principle of our excellent conftitu-
tion, and ought to be the bafis of every governmeat ; “that this right, on which the freedom and
happincfs of the people fo much depend, will be infringed or diminifhed, unlefs an allowance is
made to the members of the general aflembly adequate to their atual expences, can esfily be de-
monftrated. It cannot be reaforiably expeéted, that any individual fhould make 2 facrifice of
both time and money in the fervice of the public. .Men of limitted and moderate eftates, whofe
wifdom, probity, and zeal for the general welfare, are unqueftionable, will be ‘excluded from the
legiflature ; they cannot, indeed ought not, in juftice to themfelves and families, to accept the
important truft; felf prefervation and common prudence diftate a. contrary condu& : It follows
then neceflurily, that the ineftimable and conftitutional right of fuffrage will be abridged and con-
fined ; the people will be under the dire neceffity of conferring the power of legiflation on men of
opulent fortunes, who may not be diftinguifhed by their wifdom, probity, or zeal for the public
good. The legiflature will be compofed of fuch men alone, an ariftocracy will - be eftablithed,
oppreffion and injuftice will enfue, and a total fubverfion of our government may be the final re-
fult. We are fo well convinced ot your honours attachment to the conititution, and your fer-
vent zeal for the public welfare, that we cannot impute your rejeétion of the refolve to any un-
worthy motives. The confequences above enumerated, we apprehend, were not forefeen by
your honours at the time of giving your diflent. ‘

We are well fatisfied that it is not the fenfe of our conftituents that we fhould tranfalt the
public buiinefs without fuch a compenfation as would enable us to defray our reafonable expences,
and although fome of the members, from their local fituation, may not be fenfible of the incon-
venience, yet thofe would do well to confider the propriety of oppofing a meafure fo juft and ne-
ceffary. We have returned to your honours the faid refolve, and requeft you to reconfider the
fubjel, and rcfleét on the confequences delineated in the meflage, and have no doubt it will re-
ceive your aflent.

By order, J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. del.

Being prepared, was fent to the fenate, with the refolve refpe@ing the per diem allowance to the
members of each houfe, by Mr. Keene and Mr. Wilmer.

ORDERED, That the petition of John Riddle be referred for confideration to the fecond Tuef-
day in next feflion of affembly, and that the evidences then g/ilve their attendance.

Robert Goldfborough, Efg; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the following refolve :

By the SEN A T E, December 13, 1778.

ResoLvep, That the governor and council prepare and lay before the general affembly, at
their next meeting, a full and particular eftimate of the expences of the civil and military efta-
blithment of thigﬁate, and make out exaéct lifts of all military and naval ftores, and of all cloath-

ine which may be on hand belonging to this ftate.
= ! ' ¢ Bgy order, R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.

Which was read and ordered to lie on the table. . ] N

M. Chafe brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An additional {upplement to
the a&t for the better fecurity of the government, which was read the firft time and ordered to lie
on the table.

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.
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