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the teft to all officers, becaufe he js.bound by the .very nature of his office ta maintain and defend
the fieedom and independency of this ftate ; and gherefore thefe efpecial. duties pught to be point-
ed out in the gath of office, although contained in the teft, e

We,are ngot to learn our dyjies. we pwe to our country as citizens and.legiflators, -nor have we
forgot the facred obligation confirmed by the aath taken by s bcforer acted asIcn@tprs. We
thank you however for the attention fhewn to our welfare, by your friendly admonition. We
only wifh it had been communicated free from shote infinuations which are vainly calculated to
wound our reputation. :

We have receded from our amendments relating to abfentees and pon-aflociatprs, or have al-
tered them in fuch manner, as we think will take away every abjeétion. To the perfons who
fince the 14th day of Auguft, 1775, fled from this ftate, twelve months are allowed for their
returp, and inftead of figning the affociation . they muft take the cath.of fideljty to enable them
tOholﬁfljgy office of truft or profit in.this ftate; and unlefs they return during the war, they will
be deprived even of this advantage, and will remain for ever excluded from all employments civid
and military. Non-aflociators refiding in this ftate muft, inftead of figning the aflociation, take
the oath of fidelity before the firft of Auguft, or draw on themfelves the above incapacity. We
bave lengthened the time to the firft of Auguft for taking the oath, becaufe we conceive there is
no difference between punithing men by a retrofpecive law, and one to operate within a limitted
time, fo fhort. as to exclude the poffibility of notice. | .

'We fhill remain of the fame opinion with refpet to the reward allowed for taking up perfons
travelling without pafles ; have therefore reje@ed it. The reward we confider as a :tax upon
travellers from our fifter ftates, unacquainted with our laws, and as an encouragement to the
idle and profligate to lie in wait for travellers merely for the fake of the money to be obtained
from them. %Ve muft alfo obferve, that even a compliance with the law will not exempt the
gompliers from the payment of the fine. |

~ Defirous of giving every effeCtual fecurity to our government, and convinced of the import-
ance of many parts of the bill, we thould be very forry that the lofs of it fhould be imputed by
your and our conftituents to either houfe ; and therefore we are unwilling to fuppofe a determi-
nation in your houfe, which might be inferred from the conclufion of your meffage, to reje& the
bill altogether, unlefs you can obtain our confent to thofe parts of it upon which we diﬂJcr with

ou. - ‘ ‘ .
7 If an agreement of the two houfes cannot be obtained upon every part of the bill, furely there
can be no reafon to juftify fuch an attachment to opinion in either, as to rejeét the whole upon
that account, We propofe therefore, that if you fhould ftill differ with us upon the amendments
retained, that {uch parts of the bill as can be agreed to by both houfes, pafs into an a&.

¢ By order, R. POTTS, cl fen.

Which was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Tillard has leave of abfence.

The bill, entitled, An aé& to eftablifh a board of commiffioners to fuperintend the marine de-
partment, &c. read a fecond time, paffed, and fent to the fenate by Mr. Jordan and Mr. Kents
They return and acquaint Mr. Speaker they delivered the bill. |

Mr. Kent from the committee appointed to examine the accounts and proceedings of the com-
miflioners of the loan-office, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a report, which was read the
firft time and ordered to lie on the table. _

This houfe having, agreeable to the form of government, appointed a board of auditors to
ftate and adjuft all accounts of this ftate, relating either to the colle@ion or expenditure of the
revenue, ResoLvep, That the governor and the council, or in the abfence of the governor the
council, be authorifed to examine and adjuft all accounts tranfmitted by the auditors, and to
draw grders on cither of the treafurers for payment, and the treafurer fhall pay all fuch orders.
Sent to the fenate for their concurrence by Mr. Ennalls and Mg. Brice.

' ' Adjourned tijl 3 ¢’clock.

POST MERIDTIEM,

The houfe met. Mr. Ridgely appeared in the houfe.

Samuel Wilfon, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill, entitled, An aé} te
continue the a&s of affembly therein mentioned, thus endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, April 14, 17773
¢ Read the firft sime and ordered to lie on the table.

13 BY order, R. POTTS, cl. fen.
““ By the fenate, April 16, 1777: Read a fecond time and will pafs with the amendment
“ herewith fent. By order, R. POTTS, cl fen.”

Amendment propofed by the fenate.
Strike out the word ¢ feven” in the r1th and 1ath lines of the 4th page, and infert the word
“ three” jn each line. |

| By order, R. POTTS, cl. fen.
The amendment was read and agreed tp, and the bill pafled for engrofling. o "
‘ n



