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¢¢ vince, any Fines, Penalties, or Forfeitures, are made payable to, or recoverable by, the King’s
«¢ Majefty, or in his Name, to any the Ufes in the fame Laws exprefled, all fuch Fines, For-
‘¢ feitures, or Penalties, fhall henceforward be payable to the Right Homourable the Lord Bro-
¢¢ prietary of this Province, his Heirs and Succefors, and be rccovcrah‘le by him or them, or in
«¢ his or their Name, to the fame Ufes as by thofe Laws. are exprefled :” From whence your
Committee infer, that the Lord Proprietary was not, at that Time, looked upon as Succeflor to
the Crown in the Government of this Province, fo as to intitle him to recover Fines and For-
feitures limited to his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflors, without the Aid of a particular A& of
Affembly. By the Act of Aflembly made in the Year 1722, Awmerciaments are impafed on the
Suitors both in the Provincial and County Courts ; for their falfe Clamour in the County Courts.
They are levied by the Juftices, annually, for the Ufe of the Counties ; thofe arifing in the Pro-
vincial Court, are to be applied as the g}ovemor and Council fhall direét; and have been re-
ceived, by the Officers of the Lord Proprietary, from Time to Time, as they became due, and
at fometimes have been given to the Clerk of the Council ; but, how difpofed of at prefent,
your Comnifitee do not know.

Your Committee beg Leave to obferve, that in the Year 1745, an Addrefs was prefented to
the Governor, by the then Lower Houfe, defiring an Account to be laid before them ot all
Fines, Forfeitures, and Amerciaments, that had arifen and been paid ; and how and to what
Ufes applied, in Support of this Gevernment, from the Year 1715 to that Time : And in the
Courfe of Meflages and Addrefles on that Subje&, the Lower Houfe do plainly affert, That Fincs
and Forfeitures by the Common Law, and by Aé&s of Affembly, levied on the People, are taken
by his Lordfhip, or his Officers, under the Authority lodged in him as Governor, and having
the Executive Power of the Laws of this Province; and, as fuch, that he, or his Officers for
him, were authorized to receive and take thofe feveral Articles in Truft, and for the Benefit
only of that People among whom they were levied ; and, that altho’ his Lordfhip, as Governor,
or thofe he thould think fit to depute for that Purpofe, had the Difpefal of thofe feveral Articles ;
yet, ’twas contended, that Power in its Nature was but reftrained, and that he was not at Li-
berty to put them into his own Pocket, nor to difpofe of them, otherwife than for the Eafe and
Welfare of that People for whofe Benefit and Proteétion that Truft was raifed : To which
Thomas Bladen, Efq; at that Time Governor, was pleafed, amongft other Things, to anfwer,
¢ That, as to the Common Law Fines, the Proprietary of this Province has the fame Right to
¢ them, as the King to the Common Law Fines, & in the Courts of ll/lﬁmiryier-Half and
¢ Lords of Manors, and other Seigniories to thofe arifing in their Courts, Manors, and Seig-
¢ niories : Thofe Fines, ¢&5c. were always reckoned as much a Part of the King’s Revenue,
¢ unaccountable to Parliament, as his Demefnes, and the Fines, {Fc. due to the fgveral Lords,
¢ received by them as Part of their Eftates, by the fame Right as their Rents, and with which
<¢ their Tenants have nothing to'do ; fuch Fines, &c. due to the King, are amongft his Cafual .
«¢ Revenue next te 'his Firmae Majores & Minores, and ftiled in the Law Debita Atterminata,
¢ and fo called becaufe Terms or Times of Payment were affigned by his Writ, and thefe Pay-
¢ ments were on large Fines fet and Amerciaments aftered fecundum Qualitatem delicti & Quan-
¢ #itatem: contenimenti. 1 mentioned fo much of this Part of the Law, that thofe Gentlemen in
¢ your Houfe who make the Law their Stud{y, may confult their Books, which will certainly
<t inform them of the Truth of what I now fay, by which Means they may fatisfy themfelves
¢ and you, that what is urged l;y your Addrefs of the Common Law Fines, &¢c. being received
«¢ by the Proprietary in Truft, for and to the Ufe of the People, has no Foundation in Law or
¢« Reafon ; but, that the King has an abfolute, uncontroulable Title to this Branch of his
¢ Cafual Revenue, the Proprietary of this Province to the Common Law, &' or any other
¢¢ unappropriated Fines here, and {,ords of Manors in England to thofe in their Courts, and in
< their Manors, and may difpofe of them with as much Liberty, as any Perfon in the World
¢ ¢an his own private Fortune, and Eftate ; nor can your Suppofition, of the Proprietary being
¢ divefted of the Government, alter the Cafe, for it would be no otherwife than if the ]{ord of
¢¢ 2 Manor, or Pofleffor of an Eftate, fhould alienate, or be deprived of that Eftate, the Rents,
«¢ Privileges, and Emoluments of that Manor and Eftate, would be vefted in the next Poffe(-
«¢ for ; but, furely, that Change would not give a Right in thofe Rents, Privileges, or Emolu-
“ ments, to any other Perfon than to fuch Pofleflor ; for, altho’ the King is intitled to the
«« Common Law Fines Ratione Corone, the Proprietary Ratione Domini, the Lords of Manors
< Rations Manersi, and private Perfons to their Rents by Reafon of their Eftates ; yet none of
¢ thofe Confiderations make them accountable, cither to Parliament, People, Tenants, or an
¢¢ other Perfon, for what they fo receive for thofe Fines accruing by Breaches of the King’s
¢« Peace, and Violation of his Laws, where they are not particularly appropriated by pofitive
¢ Laws, muft, in the Nature of them, belong folely to his Majefty, who is reckoned in the
< Eye of thesLaw to be folely injured by fuch Tranfgreflion.”

Your Committee, having enquired .into the Nature, Original Inftitution, and Eftablithment
‘'of the Revenues of the Crown, as well arifing from the Demefne Lands, as what is here called

the Cafual Revenue, are of Opinion, That, from the Principles of the Engli/h Conﬁituti}r:n,
they
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