By the UPPER HOUSE of ASSEMBLY, 24th dprily 1762

GENTLEMEN, } , -

b < 7OUR Meffage of the Sixteenth Inftant is of fo extraordinary a Nature, both in Language and Sentiment,
‘ Y and fo unbecoining the Reprefentative of the People of Maryland, whith, without the leat Foundatios,
 {ts up for an unrivalled Zeal for his Majefty’s Service, and arrogates to itfelf the Rights and Powers of zBr;-
E /5 Houfe of Commons, that, but for the falutary Motive of obviating thefe groundlefs Pretenfions, we moft
certainly fhould not have paid the leaft Regard to it. .
E  The Reality of the Concern you are pleafled to exprefs, that our Meffage of the 13th Inftant thos!d deprive
 you of all Hopes of coming to an Agreement with us about the Manner of raifing Supplies for his Majefty’s
E Service, you will permit us to doubt; becaufe there feems not the leaft Evndence,.fron} your Condu&t, of a.
¥ Real Concern to raife Supplies for his Majefty’s Service, unlefs at an Expence, which his Majefty would con-
B fider as beyond all Proportion above their Worth: T his will appear paft Doubt trom a very flender Scratmiy
% into the Condu& of the People’s Reprefentatives to the prefent Time. . . . N
8. They were thrice called to meet in Aflembly, to raife Supplies for bis Majefty’s Service, and in their firft
:Mceting, to fhew their Loyalty to his Majefty, and earnett Defire to comply with his Requifitions, they
bifend to the Upper Houafe a Bill upon the Plan of a general Affeflment upon real and pcrfoqa} Eftates ;
ithis Plan you fo lately, as your Meffage of the gth Inttant, call ¢ a new Syflem, intricate i usN_:tnre,
and liable to Obje&tions, which you fuppofe may efcape your Houfe :” The Bill was accordingly rejeted
r Reafons wherewith the Lower Houfe was afterwards made acquainted ; the fecond and third Meetings
in Aflembly for the like Purpofe, influenced by the like earneft Defire to raile Supplies for his Majefty’s
Service, produced the like Bill in the Lower Houfe, which, from this Houfe, met with the like Fate :

he-Lower Houfe finding by this Time, that this their favouritc new Syftem, intricate in it's Nature and
Liable to Objeclions, could not be obtained, without an uncommon Degree of Perfeverance, and a
enfive at the fame Time, that the Sincerity of their earneft Defire fo often expreffed, to raife Supplies
r his Majefty’s Service, from fo repeatedly propofing only the fame Bill for raifing thofe Supplies,
hich had been as frequently rejefted, began to be doubted ; to obviate if pofiible thefe unfavourable Im-
effions, they thought proper to exprefs their Concern, as you do now, to find, that after refofing two Bills,
bt to us at their two lalt Meetings, for his Majefty’s Service, without mentioning the Objections we might
ave to either of them, we had retarned a third for the fame Purpofe, in the fame Manner, and declare,
that if our ObjeQions had been made tg either of thofe, or to the then prefent Bill, they would have thewed
¢ utmoft Readinefs to do every Thing they could, confiftent with their Rights and Privileges, to have
ought about the Paffage of them ; but, without fcrupuloufly examining into the Means of Efcape from
is Declaration, left by the Manner of penning it, it is fufficient to obferve, that this Houfe accordingly
formed the Lower Houfe of many Objeétions to that Bill, without obviating which, by amending their
raft, that Bill could not meet wich our Affent; and in order to manifeft their earneft Defire to raife, for
s Majeflty, the Supplies he demanded, inftead of altering their Bill in any Manner conformable thereto,
they endeavoured to Anfwer thofe ObjeQtions, which brought on a Difpute between the Two Houfes, and
at Sefiion ended with as little Effect to his Majefty’s Service as the Two former; and tho’ every Man

common Senfe, who would give himfelf the Trouble of perufing thofe Meflages, muft confider thofe
bjections as Unanfwered (and in this we arc fupported by the Opinion of his Majefty’s late Artorney-
General upon that Bill and thofe Meffages) ; the Lower Houfe continued for Five fuccefive Seffions o fend
the fzme Bill to the Upper Houfe for their Affent, without paying the leaft Regard to any one of the many
naterial Objefions, purfuant to their Requeft fo long before, by this Houfe, pointed out to them: Had
thefe Lower Houles been fo earneftly defirous to raife Supplies for his Majefty’s Service, would they fo
sepeatedly have fent up the fame Bill for that Purpofe, without any one material Alteration in the Plan, or
#n any of the material Parts of that Bill? Would they not, had they been really defirous of Granting his
W Majelty the demanded Supplies, have given fome Indications of that Defire by their Condo, in taking
the proper Meafures to adapt a Bill for that Purpofe to the Approbation of the Upper Houfe, without

hofe Affent, they could not be fo ignorant as to imagine 1t couid pafsintoa Law ? Or, Why did not
that earneft Defire, and thofe repeated Profeflions of Loyalty towards his Majefty, produce fome other Pian:
than that of-a Confufed, Abfurd, Unjuft, Unequal, and Oppreflive Afleflment? Were thofe Honfes fo
rren of Invention or Genius, as to-be incapable of forming any other ? This was not the Cafe; Why
then, when other Plans more Juft and Equal, lefs Intricate in their Nature, liable to fewer Obje&tions, and-
finitely lefs Dangerous to the undoubted Prerogatives of the Crown, and the Rights and Liberties of
tthe People, than your favourite Affefflment Bill, were formed and propofed to thofe Houfes, why were they
&:no fooner propofed than voted out, but that, whatever were their Profeflions, they had no Intention of
i raifing Supplies for his Majefty’s Service, nor of affording this Houfe an Opportanity of coming to an
v Agreement with them, at a lefs Expence than that of his Majefty’s Prerogatives and the People’s Liberties,
Jiby a total Subverfion of our prelent Conftitution, and lodging the feveral Powers thereof, now equaally
ftributed for the Prefervation of the Whole, in their Hands? And if their warmeft Profefions appear
R thus deftitute of Truth and Candour, What Regard are we to pay to thofe fo often repeated by yourfelves ? -
i Give us Leave therefore, Gentlemen, to fay you could not flatter yourfelves, that the Meffage accompany-
b ing your Affefiment Bill to this Houfe, would have produced an Agreement between the Two Houfes ahoat -
§ the Manner of raifing Supplies for his Majefty’s Service, becaufe (amongft other Reafons) you exprefs your
} Fear that.xt would not have that Effe@; but if you were afraid of the Succefs of this Method, Wby woald
i you offer it ? Surely @ real Concern for his Majefty’s Service would have fuggefted fome other Method ; but -
g 21tho’ you might fear, you were far from being fatisfed we would not pafs that Bill; And pray, Gentlemen,
g why were you not {atisfied ? Or, What will fatisfy you, if Eight fucceflive Refofals of fuch a Bill will not ?
§ Could you have any 'Reafon to expett, or even to entertain, the moft diftant Hope, that the Ninth Offer of
 the like Bill could have better Succefs than the Eight preceding? But you were not fatisfied that we would -
f «2 this Time obftinately adhere to Obje&ions made againtt a Bill in 1758 : But why not at ¢4is Time? Have

yoR

HORATIO SHARPE, Efg; Govérnor. “§1. -



