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¢ o make this Journey fo foon as I could wifh, I muft be% that you will take every Meafure to bring your

« Affembly to a right Underftanding of this fo effential a Point, both for themfelves and his M?eﬂ'y’s Do-
« minions in North-America, and that you will, from Time to Time, acquaint me by Exprefs of what Re-
«s folutions are taken in this Affair.” '

This Letter of his Lordfhip’s I communica}ed to the Lower Houfe the 18th of November, but they paid fo
little Regard to it, that in the Supply Bill which they a few Days afterwards offered to the Upper Hoale, it
was exprefsly provided and directed, that the Troops then in the Pay of the Province fhould be forthwith re-
duced to 300 Men, and the Service of thofe 300 (not a Part of them only) was reftrained, " as the printed Bill
will evince, in fuch a Manner as to compel them to abandon the Poft where his Lordfhip had flationed fome
of them, and in fuch a2 Manner as to deprive all the King’s Officers of any Command over them. The Gen-
tlemen of the Upper Houfe having returned this Bill with a Negative, thofe who had framed it, defired me t0
tranfmit a Copy thereof to his Lordfhip, together wi.th an Addrefs, in order that he might be thg bc;tcr able to
judge of their Proceedings, and Zeal to promote his Majeﬁy’s Service. Onthe Receipt of this Bill and :A.d-
drefs, his Lordfhip wrote the Letter, which is quoted in your Addrefs as an Evidence of his having conceived
a good Opinion of the Zeal of tbar Lower Houfe of Affembly to promote the Service of his Royal Mafter:
How far the Letter will fupport what you fuggef, let the Unprejudiced determine : I fhall only repeat it :

« SIR, New-Yerk, December 30, 1757.
¢ T bad this Day the Favour of your Letter by Exprefs, with the Bill prepared by the Lower Houfe, and
¢ the Addrefs from both Houfes to you. As I had feen an Extra@t’of the military Part of that Bill before,
“ I amready to give my Sentiments on it; and am clearly of Opinion, that had it pafled into a Law of the Pro-
“ vince, it would have been a direct Infringement of the King's undoubted Prerogative, and as fuch was
 aiery awifely rejelted by the Upper Houfe ; at the fame Time, I am willing to believe, that the Affembly had
“* not confidered it in that Light, or they would never have framed it in that Manoer ; nor had they confider-
“ ed that Right of the King of commanding bis Subje@ts in Arms, which is a Right undifputed every where,
¢ gorthey would never have difputed the Power of his Commiflion, to have marched the Troops, raifed by them
¢ for the Defence of his Dominions, even out of your Province, whichI do not underftand I have done with
“ Regard to them, which was to Fort Cumberland, from the beft Accounts I have heen able to procure ; but
<« that does not come to be the Queftion ; for if they will confider what has happened in almoft all the other
“ Provinces, they will find, they are fingle in the Opinion of the King's Power of Marching the Provincial Troops
- *¢ into other Provinces. At the Meeting at Philadelphia it was fettled laft Spring, that Sovth.Carolina was in
“ Danger of a more powerful Invafion from the Encmy than they were able alone to refift, therefore it was
“ agreed, that it was neceflary they fhould have an additional Force fent to their Afitance, compofed pardly
“ of Regular Troops, and partly of Troops raifed by the other Provinces, and 200 Men did accordingly fail
“ from Virginia, and are now with them ; and the Troops from North,Carolina were in Readinefs to go, but
“ were prevented by Letters from the Commanding Officer there, on the Arrival of a Regiment of 1000 Men
“ from Europe, fo that they did not then ftand in Need of them ; there is an Inftance in Point in the very
“ next Province, who were likewife to have made up their Quota of Troops to 400 Mea, if they were found
“ Neceflary, for that Service in South-Carolina. But further to illuftrate this Point, let them refie&, that the
“ Provincial Troops in the more Northern Provinces, that is, thofe of Neaw-Hampfbire, Maffackufetts-Bay.
““ Rbode-ifland, Conneflicut, and the Jerfeys, have for 3 Years Jaft paft been ferving in the Province of Neaw-
“ York: There was an Attempt about 18 Months ago to have reftrained Part of thofe Troops within certain
“ Bounds, to ferve particalar Purpofes, although they never thought of carrying that Point o far as to reftrain
“ them avithin their gwn Province, and the Moment that Intention appeared, the Miniftry imrmediately in-
“ terpofed, and no fuch Meafures have been attempted fince.  Although the Prerogative is undifputed eve
“ where, I have thought it neceflary to mention thefe few Inftancesin their Neighbourhood, to fhew them 15¢
‘“ Singularity both of their Opinion and Proceedings ; the Confequence of which I forefaw, and mentioned in 2
“ former Letter, and acarned them of in the Letter I had the Honour to write you of the Effe&ts fuch a Mea-
“ fure would have, not only to throw open the Frontiers of their own Province, but o open a Door to the
“ Enemy in the very Heart of his Majefty’s Dominions in Nerth-America: As this is the fair State of the
“ Affair, I cannot Doubt that thofe Gentlemen, on confidering coolly on the Affair, will, from their Care
“ for the Prefervation of the Lives and Properties of their Fellow-Subjeéls, from their Zeal for the Common
« Caufe of all North-America, and their Duty to the King, propofe fuch an A& asis not only agreeable to the
“ Inftra&tions, but agrecable to our happy Conflitution of Government in the Briti Dominions, without
“ attempting to make Alterations in it, at a Time when the Enemy are taking every Advantage that can be
« drawn from any little Jars that may happen in any of the Provinces of his Majefty's extenfive Dominions
¢ on this Continent, which are thercfare Things every Man, who is a real Lover of his Country, will to the
“ utmoftavoid. As to the Difpute of what Province Fort Cumberiand belongs to, 'tis 2 Thing I never heard
“ difputed, but by all Men I have met with, was deemed to be in Maryland ; but be that as it will, 'tis of no
“ Confequence, nor has it any Thing to do in this Affair, nor had I the leaft Intention of loading Maryland,
“ or eafing any other Province, by fending the Provincial Troops of Maryland to it; and in my Orders at
“ that Time, I fhewed the greatet Attention to Maryland, in employing the Whole of the Troops raifed by
« them in covering their Frontiers, and fecuring the Inle:s into their Coantry, when I aétually fent 200 of
«. the Provincials of Zirginia by Sea, at the Expence of that Province, to South-Carolina, and had 200 more of
s the Virginia Provincial Troops ready to be carricd there, if that Service had not been provided for by the
« Arrival of a Regiment of One Thoufand Men from Europe. I have fhewed you above, that the King
4 has the andifputed Right, that he has by his Commiffion put the Execution of it into my Hands, thas
s Maryland alone bawe dijputed the King’s Right of Commanding his Subjeéts in Arms, altho’ his Majefty’s
4 Servant in the Execution of that Truft, bas bad a particular Regard to the Eafe and Security of the Pro-
*¢ yince of Maryland. When I know Things really to ftand on this Footing, and can have no Doubt that
« the Gentlemen that compofe the Aflembly of Maryland, mean, not only to protett the Province of #lary-
“ land, but to give every Aid to the Common Caufe in their Power, I can have no Doubt that oo a cool
. Refiettion



