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42 Votes and Proceedings, Apri/,' 1762.

¢« Gentlemen, 1 know not how great your Surprize may be at my recommending it to the Agents to fénd'a
«¢ freth Supply of Provifions to the Troops at Fort Cumberland ; but I affure you mine would have been very
«« great if they had urged any ‘Thing but the Want of Money in Excufe for not having immediately complied
« with my Requeft. 'The Agents Accounts will, I fuppofe, thew you, that they have hitherto furnithed
« thofe Troops with Provifions; and they will, I prefume, if called upon, inform you that they have been
« wel] acviled the Law made it their Duty to fupply them fo long as any of the Money, which was appropriated
« by the A&t pafled laft Seflion, remained unexpended. I am forry you fhould queftion the Easl of Loudoun’s
« Authority to place in Fort Cumberland any of the Men that were raifed here, in Confequence of his Requi-
« fition : I am fatisfied that this Lordfhip was by his Majefty’s Commiffion, as well as by our A& of Affembly,
« impowered to do fo; and however it may become you, I do not think it was my Duty to declare, that they
« fhould not be employed in fuch a Manner as the Commander in Chief of all his Majelty’s Forces in America
« though moft conducive to his Majefty’s Service. As it is notorious that while Numbers of People have
¢ been cut off in the Two Neighbouring Provinces, we have only loft Tavo or Tbree Perfons at moft, exclufive
¢« of Soldiers and their Attendants, and that our Peoplc owe their Prefervation in great Meafure to the Difpofi-
¢ tion that the Earl of Loudsun was pleafed to make of our Forces, I am furprized at your faying that for Want
¢ of rheir Service, the Frontier Inhabitants have been expofed to the Incurfions of their cruel and favage E-
¢ pemies: But it you complain fo grievoufly of the Earl of Loudoun’s having ordered a Part of our ‘Troops
¢ 10 Garrifon a Fort within the Province, What Anfwer might his Lordfhip have expeéted, if, when he gave
« Orders for fome of the Troops that were raifed in North-Carolina, Virginia, and Pennfylvania, to embark
¢ for Sourt-Carziiza, he had required us likewife to fend a Company or Two thither  As 1 perfuade myfelf,
« Gent'emer, that you would not choofe to diftinguith yourfelves by obftru&ting the Meafures, that the Gene-
«¢ ral whom his Majcfly has intrulled with the Command of all his Forces in America thinks it for his Majefty’s
« Scrvice to purfue, | hope you will not oblige the Troops that are now at Fort Cumberland, to abandon it,
e with all its Aruliery and Stores, 1o his Majefty’s Enemies : And as you alone will be anfwerable for the
¢« Confequences, | cnce more recommend it to you to make immediate Provifion for the Support of that Gar-
¢ rifon, as well as for the Support of the Troops that remain at Fort Frederick, and that are, agreeable to the
« Directions of cur AQ of Affembly, ordered to keep Ranging at a {mall Diftance beyond the Frontier Set-
¢ tements.” :

Leit this Meflage fhould fail of having the defired Effed, I thought it my Duty to fend the Earl of Loudoun
immediaze Advice of what had paffed, to inclofe his Lordfhip the original Addrefs, which the Lower Houfe
had prefented to me the 1th of that Month, and to-tell him that unlefs a Supply of Provifions was fent to
Fort Cumber!and, without Delay, the Garrifon would be greatly diftreffed, and obliged, perhaps, in a fhort
Time, toabandon the Place for want of Food ; and I defired his Lordfhip to give fuch provifional Orders as
he fhould think proper, for the Prefervation of that Fort, in Cafe the Lower Houfe fhould come to fuch a
fnal Refolution as their Addrefs feemed to promife. The Earl of Loudoun being then at Albang, my Letter did
oot reach him before the 2d of Nowember : The next Day he was pleafed to return the following Anfwer:

« §ir, Laft Night I had the Favour of yours of Offober the 21, with an Account of the Proceedings of
« your Aflembly, and a Copy of their Addrefs to you: I muft own the Reftriction your Aflembly endea-
« voured to lay on the Troops raifed by your Province laft Spring, furprized me, as it interfered with the
<« King's undoubted Prerogative of Commanding all his Subjects in Arms, either by himfelf, or thofe he ap-
¢ points under him.  However the Troops were wife enough to obey his Majelty’s Orders, given them by
«¢ thofe who alone had Power to give them, and I was in Hopes the Gentlemen that compofe the Aflembly
 bad recorfiaered that Afair, ana fecn the Error of it ; but your Letter, and their Addrefs, have fhewn me
¢ that I avas mifiaken, and yet I cannot help having that Charity for my Fellow-Subjels to believe that this
¢« Affair has not appeared to them in it's tue Light; for I cannot think that the Affembly of Mary/and ever
« intended to invade the King's undoubted Prerogative, nor can | poflibly believe that they intend to throw
« the Frontier Garrifons of his Majefty’s Dominions into the Enemies Hands, particularly when thofe Gar-
« yifons are in their own Province, and fo effential to their own Protetion, and yet this Meafure is big with
«¢ 4l thofe Confequences, both from it's own Nature, and ftill more {o from the Seafon in which it is taken,
« the Account of it arriving to me late on the 2d of Ncvember, in the Back Country of the Province of New-
s« York, by which Meafures they not only refufe their Aid to the Common Caufe, and defert the Intereft and
« Security of theirown Province, but by the Seafon they have taken this Refolution in, put it out of the Power
¢ of the King's Servants 10 remedy the End that the Execution of fuch a Meafure cannot mifs to have.
¢ From this Light of Things, which is the true one, I cannot doubt but your Affembly will immediately
« rake fuch Relolutions as fhall enable you to provide effeCtually for the Security of that important Poft at
« Fort Cumieriand, {0 as to prevent it’s being abandoned, and put into the Enemy’s Pofleffion, which would
« be the Effect of fuch a Refolution. T muft further remind you of the uninterrupted Orders that have been
« communicated to all the Governments in North- America, from his Majefty’s Secretaries of State, from the
 Year 1754 to this Time, to be aiding and affifting to his Commander in Chief in North-America, in fup-
« plying Troops, &c. and in Confequence of his Majefty’s Commands to me of applying to the different
« Provinces for fuch Aid as I fee neceffary for the Common Caufe, I do demand from the rovince of Mary-
« sana, that the oo Men, furnifhed for the Common Caufe, and employed by me this laft Summer in the
« Defence of their Garrifons on their Frontiers, be continued in the Service this Winter, as abfolutely
«¢ neceffary for the Defence of their own Province, and the Defence of his Majefty’s Dominions.  As to their
« difpofing of the Troops inthe Winter, I have the King's Commiffion to command all Men that are or fhall
« be in Armsin North- America, Tam on the Spot, and whilft the King does me the Honour to continue that
« Commiffion to me, I will execute it, and if any Officer or Soldier prefumes to difobey my Orders, I will
¢ ¢reat him as the Law directs. If my Bufinefs can poffibly permit me, I will come immediately to Aanapoli,
¢ where I do not doubt bat you and I will be able to fet Things in fuch a Lighs, as will be perfeétly fatis-
« faftary to the Gentlemen of your Affembly, and to every other Man that has the Safety and Profperity of
¢« Maryiand, at Heart, and indeed of every Man that has at Heart the Profperity and Safety of his Majefty’s

« Subjeéts and Dominions in North- America. As the Bufinefs I am engaged in may put it out of my Power
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