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avcted Lands, yiciding no Profi, becaufe fuch a Tax would fall upon the real and . perfonal Eftates ‘of the
Owners, yielding a Piofit, which are otherwiie taxed by the Bill. ‘

We objedt to the Power given to Tenznts to retain, which is either not exprefled with Jufficient Preci-
hon, or is inadequate to the End of givingit. The Tenant is impowered to retain One Shilling out of
cvery Twenty Shillings Rent; thould therefore the fuppofed annual Value of the Land, to be eflimated
upon a Prefumption that the Sum 2t which the Fee Simple would fell, would ‘produce Five per Centum,
21 %ot of the Rent referved, which may be often the Cafe, as the Value of the Fee Simple is to
be determined by the Atledors, the Sum the Tenant would be intitled to retain would exceed the Tax he
woull be liable to pay ; this Circumitance may arife from the Difference which may happen between a
Prefumptive or Imaginary annual Value, and a Stipulated or Real one. ‘The Oath appointed to be taken
by the Clerk of the Loan Office, in our Opinion, is too Comprehenfive, and' ought to be confined to fuch
Matters as hall certainly be in his Power to comply with ; and his Office Bond heretofore pafled (tho’ there
nave beer fmilar Inttances) ought not, without the Confent of his Sureties, to be liable for any Breach of
Dz, under this Bill, as it was no Part of their original Contra&t, when they entered into the Engagement.
The Power given to the Afledors, we appsehend, is too extenfive; that it ought to be more reftrained, and
their Duiv more certainly defined and fully afcertained, than it is by the Bill. Itis diretted by the Bill,
* Thatevery Perion or Perfons that fhall have any ready Money or Plate, in his or their own Poflefiion, or
* that of any oher Perfon for him or them, fhall, on Demand, give a full Account to the Affeflors of
* the Weight of all fuch Plate, and the Sum or Sums of all fuch ready Money, under the Penalty of
*~ double the Value of the Plate or Money concealed; and that the Certificate of Affeflment, which fhall,
*“ by the faid Affefiors, be delivered to the Commiflioners, and all the Books of Proceedings of the Com-
** miffioners, and the Accounts by them fettled with the feveral Collectors, fhall, after fuch Settlement,
“ be delivered to the Clerks of the refpeétive Counties, to be lodged in their Offices, and kept there for the
* Inipection of the Inhabitants of the refpective Counties.” Few prudent Men would chufe to publith to
a1l the Inhabitants of the Counties they live in, or even to their domeftic Servants, all the Plate and ready
Money thev may have, as they might think it too great an Encouragement to Rapine, and therefore we ob-
ject to the Bill in this Parucular. : )

Although we agree with you in Taxing the Manors and referved Lands of the Proprietary, we object to
the Tax upon his Quit-Rents. Such a Tax was never before attempted to be impofed in this Province,
+~d hus not been eftablithed in any other Colony in North-America; we are apprized of the Difputes fub-
iiting in a neighbouring Government, which have been carried fo far as to render the Determination of 2
Superior necefiary, and are now in a Courfe which muft terminate in the Decifion of his Majefty. Ifit
couid be fuppofed, that the Governor is at large in this Matter, or that if he is not, he would difregard
tne Refiricuons he may be under, it could hardly be prefumed that Lord Baltimore would fubmit to a Tax
Lcor a Revenue, which has not been admitted in any other Colony, and which his Lordfhip has {fo much
wcaton to Controvert. The Quit-Rents, payable to him, can't be thought by any one to be a Render pro-
yortioned to the Value of the Lands, and though it is not exprefled in our Patents, that we fhould undertake
t.e Burthen of defending ourfelves, yet it feems plainly to arife from the Nature of his Grants, and to be
Part of their Confideration. That they have been thus underftood by his Tenants, feems to be evident,
from their never having made any Attempt till now, to fubje€t his Quit-Rents to any kind of Tax, and
trom an exprefs Law, which pafled in Sixteen Hundred and Fifty-one, by which it was Ena&ted, ‘ That
« all Charges arifing, from Time to Time, by Defence of the Province, againft any Invafion of any Enemy,
“ or againtt any domeftic Infurrections or Rebellions, againft the Public Peace of this Province, or the Go-
« vernment eftablithed herein, and under the Lord Proprietary, and his Heirs, Lords and Proprietaries of
. this Province, thall be defrayed by this Province, by an Affeffiment upon the Perfons and Eftates of the
- Inhabitants thereof ; which Method of Affeflment, in the aforegoing recited A, is further explained by
an At pafied in Sixteen Hundred and Sixty-one, to be an Affeffment per Poll, according to the ufual Cuf-
tem of this Province.

As this Matter has been the Occafion of much Altercation and Animofity in a neighbouring Colony (if a
Right to Tcx the Quit-Rents of the Proprietary has been claimed there) and the Juftification of the con-
tending Partics, in the Eyes of their Sovereign, will greatly depend upon it’s Determination, 1t may be in-
ferred, from the Tnterelt concerned on both Sides, that the Conteft will be diligently profecuted and fkilfully
managed, the Subject of it fully difcuffed, and the final Determination of it moft fuitable to the Charatter
of a wife and equitable Judge ; and as your Claim of a Right to Tax the Quit-Rents in this Province, muft

probably ftund or fall by the Determination of a fimilar depending Cafe, this does not feem to be a proFer
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