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ty, who, in an Attempt to crofs the Bay in their Way thither, were drove back from Patagfcs, by a violent
Storm, into Chefler River, their Vefltls forced afhore, great Quantities of their Provifions loft, and the Men
expofed to the moft extreme Hardthips, This we thought our indifpenfible Duty at our lat Meeting ; but,
though we look'd-upon it as a Matter of|a very interefting Nature, yet we gave a Bill for his Majelty's Ser-
vice, and the Security of ‘our Frontiers, the Preference in our Proceedings, and thereby (to our great Sur-
prize and Concern) made Way for yoar Excellency’s fudden Prorogation (foon after the Upper Houfe had
pafled a flat Negative on that Bill) calculated, as we are afraid the World will judge, to deprive us of an
Opportunity of laying before your Excellency what we had determined, not only upon that, but on feveral
other Subjetts ; in-order, as much as inius lay; to put a Stop to thofe Hardthips, fo ruinous to the Proper-
ties, and to avert the Confequences, fo deftructive to the Liberties of the People, which naturally muft flow
from a Purfuit of Meafures in the Adminiftration of Government, which feem at prefent too much to prevail.

As our feveral Addrefles, requefting your Excellency would be pleafed to inform us explicitly by what
Law or Aathority, the Two Companies of Militia from Kent and Queen- Anne’s Counties were gordered to
march, have proved ineffe€inal, we muft proceed upon a'Prefumption that your Excellency gave your Orders
for that Purpofe, by Virtue of the Law for the Ordering and Regulating the Militia of this Prouince, for the bet-

ter Defence and Security théreof, which poflibly you may be of Opinion is in Forde; but by your Excellency's..

faying fo much, -in your feveral Méflages on this Subjeét about the Condu&t of the late Lower Houfe, we

think ourfelves laid under a Neceffity, :in the firft Place, to recapitulate the Affair relative to the Marching -

and Service of the Militia, or rather thofe who have gone out as Volunteers under that Depomination, at
different Times, fince the Commencement of Hoftilities with his Majefty’s Enemies ; and to reprefent, how

widely different the Circumftances of 6ut unhappy Frontier People were, when thofe Volunteers weat out

(for the March of Part whereof your Excellency applied for and had the Approbation of thar Houfe) from
what they were under when the Militia of Qaeen- Anne’s and Kent Counties were lately marched.

Some Time about: the latter End of ‘Suguft, 1756, a Party of the Enemy; fuppofed to be about Sixty or
Seventy,: made an Incurfion in feveral Divifions, fell on the Settlement of Coococheague within this Province,

and killed and captivated, as:it'was reported, near Twenty Perfons; on the Second Day after, they made’

their Retreat. - As they were returnine, a Prifoner, who underftood fome French, efcaped from them, and in-
formed the People, that the Enemy tnad determined in a Council of War, to return immediately to Fort
Duguefne, and then to make another Incuifion into Corococheague Settlement, in about Twenty Days.

About the fame Time, Fort Granville in Pennfylvania, we are informed, was taken and deftroyed by the
Enemy, and the Garrifon, which confifted of about Thirty Men, moftly, if not all, killed or captivated.

At the Opening of the Seffion in Seprember 1756, your-Excellency was pleafed to lay before the then Houfe,
a Letter from the Earl of Loudsun, then Commander in Chief of all his Majefty’s Forces in North- America,
informing you of the “ Lofs of Ofwego, withall it’s Stores and Ammanition, and the Train placed there ;
¢« and that the Garrifon was made Prifoners of War, and our Naval Power on the Lake deftroyed.””’ And
his Lotdihip was pleafed, on that Oceafion, to thew his Senfe of the imminent Danger hanging over this
Province, by exprefling himfelf .in she:following Words : ¢ I muft put you on your Guard, ‘agzinft every ill
“_ Confequence .of fuch an unhappy Event; and as you may now expet the Weight of the French Indian
¢¢ Power on your Back, I muft caution ‘you to put your Frontiers immediately in the beft Pofture of Defence
“ you are able ; as from: the Condition and Number of Troops left to me, ‘when I came to my Command,
“. Ican fcaree hope to do more than to refift the French Power in thefe Quarrers.” The Houfe, deeply af-
fefted, no Doubt, by the melancholy Sitnation of their Fellow-Subjefts on the Frontiers, were moved to
approve a Meafure, which. they little thought at that Pime {tho™ they might evén then efteem it a Stretch of
Power) would be drawn into Precedent for the future, much lefs at a Time when there thould be an armed
Force in the Pay, of:this Brovince on the Frontiers, more than {ufficient, were they compelled to do their
Duty, not only to-proteét the Inhabitants, but to make them eafy and quiet. *'And abftraéted from 3/l Con-
fiderations, whether there be any Law in Force to compel the Militia to march or not, the Gentlemen that
weye of that Houfe, who are now.of .This, are now more unanimous in difapproving your Excellency’s
Orders for;the March af the Militia from' Queen- Anne’s; Kent, and Calvers Counties, than fhey wese.in ap-
proving thofe -relative:to the March of the Companies from Ba/timore and' Prince-George’s. And it is not
without great Congern they reflect, that what was done'at a-Time when they betieved the Fronfiers, were
~under .immi,ngqt\'l;),ang‘er, from deveral concurrent Circumftanees (befides you Excellency’s, tqH‘i'n‘pﬁBan in

your Meflage of.the zgth of Seplember 3756, «“ Nothing lels ‘than ordering Petichments from the Militia of

‘' Baltimore and PricesGeorge's: County thither, to'cover thé Inh#bits ts,,ép&enooura ¢ thém to remain .
“ on-their.Plaptatipns, would pievest.the fine Settlement of Conococheagn beitly hitirely brole u p, and all
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