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me, bad I fuffered thofe Buildings and Imprevements, on my Land, to
bave gune vs, wishuat giving thefe Notsces, R

' I am, dir, your Hopnour’s

Moft Obedient Humble Servant,

May 3, 1744. S BORDLEF

~ On Reading the aforefaid Letter, Ordered, That an Addrefs be pre-
pired 1o his Excellency the Governor, and that the Committee of Laws
prepare and bring in the lame, -

- T he tollowing Ingroffed Addicts, iz,

Jo bis Excellency Tromas Branen, Efg, Governor of Maryland :
The humble ADDRESS of the House of Derssares,
May it pleafe your Excellency,

W E his Majcfly’s durifyl and loyal Subjedls, the Delegates of the

Freemen of the Piovince of Maryland, in General Aflembly convew
Red, return your Excellency our Tharks, for not calling us together until
¢his convenicnt Seafon of the Year, and for your zcalous Difpofition ex=
prefled in your Speech, at the opening of the Seflions, for the Jafety and
Protc&ion of this Province,

Owu » Steady Loyalty, and inviolable Attachment to his Moft Sacred
Majefty’s Perton and Government, and Regard to our own Safety, will
necc arily engage us to take all proper Mealures in our Power, for putting
ourifclves info a Pofture of Defence, at a Time when the State of Affairs in
Kurape is 1o unceitain, when there is {0 great a Probability of a French
War, and Great-Britain, as by the late Advices, has been threatned
svith arn Inwvafion. But we cannot omit telling your Excellency, that
thefe are our omly Motives for entering on fuch Meafures, and that no
Confideration of future Mifunderftandings, the putting a Stop to public

‘Bufinefs, nor any Confideration whatfcever, befides our Duty to our So-

wver.ign, and our own Security, fhall in the leaft influence us in this Mat-
ter, or fhall be an Ingredient in this, or any other Cafe, to inducc us to
lay Taxes on the People we reprefent ; and we are therefore forry your
Excellency fhould have made ufe of Arguments of this Kind, with us, on
the prefent Occafion, as it may, to Strangers, feem to carry an Infinuation
of our Want of Logalty to our King, or Duty to our Conftituents; al-
tho’ we can with the greateft Trath fay, that h's Majefty has not in his
Domisioas more Dutiful and Faithful Subje@s than thofe of the Province
of Marﬂard; which Dauty and Fidelity, as we always hLitherto have done,
fo we will embrace all proper Opportunities of demonttrating.

Y o ¢ & Excellency’s urging us in fuch ftrong Terms, to make a Provi-
fion for Arms and Ammunition, is, no doubt, the Confequence of your
Jeal for his Majefty’s Service, and good Wifhes for the Welfare and
Quict of this Province: But why the particalar Manner of making that
Provifion, fhould be prefled in the like Terms, and coupled with the fame
Confequences, we acknowledge ourfclves at 2 Lofs to know. The late
A& for that Purpofe, which expired fome Years ago, had that in it, which
proved the Occafion of fome of the Mifunderftandings, and the Stopping
of public Bufinels, which happened before your Excecllency’s Asrival; and
it is for avoiding the like ill Confequences for the fature, that we refolve
to frame fuch Bills in a different Manner; altho’ at the fame Time we
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