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. _The Conferees of the Yower Houfe deliver themfelves in the following
Words : | ' o
We are direéted by the Lower Houfe of Affembly to acquaint your
Honours, that they cannot agree to the Continuance of the Bill for Arms
and Ammunition for Nine Years, or for anny number of Years more than
Threc; and altho’ they do not look upon themizlves in any wile obliged to
give your Houfe the particular Reafons which guide their Refolutions as
a Houfe of Delegates in any Matters chat come under their Confideration
concerning Meney Bills, and that' their Reafons in the prefent cafe are
fufficiently fet forth in their Meflage to the Upper Houfe of the 17th In-
ftant; Yet to comply with the prelent Defire of your Hoafe, we are di~
refted. to give you as follows: i L
© Fir%, That our Offér of a Bill was not for any number of Years gene-
rally, but coupled with thefe Words, “ as the Neceffity of the prefent
“ Junture mav require,” and that our Houfe, as the legal Reprefenta-
tives of the People, Lave an unqueftionable Right to Judge of the Ne-
ceflity of Raifing Money, the Quantity of Maney to be applied -to. that
Neceflity, ancl tiie Time of Continuance of any Bill for that Purpofe, -
 And, that the Reafon of maling the Offer in the manaer above-men.
tioned, was to give your Houfe ap; Opportunity in Cenjun@ion with Ours
deliberately to confider both of the Time and Sum, and to Porm the Bilj
accordingly, inftead of which your Houfe has taken upon itfelf to deter-
mine both, without allowing the Houfe of Delegates any Share in the
Confideration of either. - . :
. 2djy. That as the Upper Houfe has frequently ineulcated the neceflity
of extraordinary Armaments at this Junéture, from our being in a War

with’ Spgin, from the probability of one with Fraace, the Danger of being
attacked by fome French Colonies faid to be within a few days March of
our Frontiers, the Infurre®ion of Negroés, and the evil Difpofition - of
Papifls, onr Houfe have thought the Increafing the Sum and by confe~
quence the Quaptity of Arms and , \mmunition at fuch a particular time
of -Danger, will ‘much more conduce to our Safety, than giving the Three
‘Peage-for Nine or any greater number of Years, for if the Danger is at
Hand the Moncy raifed after the Third Year can be k.00 ufe to Defend
us againft fuch Danger. L | |

_ 3dly,, That altho’ the Lower Foufe in May 1739, when no War was
Proclaimed, but only a general Rumour of it, when there was a large
‘quantity of Arms in the Provinee, and above the Proceeds of Seven Years
Duty in Bank in Esgland, did not think it neceflary to renew the Bill;
Yet as they offer it when War is Proclaimed and Danger at Hand, it is
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