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Province have greatly Increafed during the Time of my Adminiftration,
and I am perfuaded they would have done fo in a much higher Degree,
had our Paper Money been put upon that Foot of Credit, which the
Government laboured fo heartily and fincerely to give it, and which could
be done no other Way but by putting it to as many Ules as poflible,
as muft be readily allowed by every Man of Underftanding who has
given any reafonable Attention to Trade, and the proper Means of car-
rying it on,

As what I now fay is not only well known to all Men of Bufinefs here,
but to every Merchant in London who is acquainted with the Trade of
this Province, I hope it will be looked upon as a fufficient Anfwer to all
general Charges of Oppreflions and Grievances fo often mentioned this
Affembly; and as to particular Ones, I make no doubt of giving fa-
;isfa&ory Aniwers to them, whenever you fhall pleafe to lay them be-
ore me,

The prefent fubje& of your Addrefs is, the awelve Pence per Hog-
fhead raifed for the Support of Government, which you fay “ You are
« fenfibly concerned to ind has been fince the 29th of September 1753,
« colle¢ted and levied from the People of this Province, without any
¢ Law, that you know of, to warrant the fame.”

“ That you have been indeed informed by the feveral Naval Officers,
¢ that they levy that Money by virtue of an A&t of Affembly made in
“ the Year 1704, entituled, An AF for Settiement of an Awnual

¢ Revenne upon ber Majefly’s Governor within this Province for

“ the Time being.”

This Manner of exprefling yourfclves, would really have inclined me to
believe, that you had not before known by what Law the faid 7welve
Pence per Hogfhead had been colleted, ’till the Information abovemen-
tioned from the faid Naval Officers, was it not i6“notorioufly known,
that the faid Law of 1704 was not only under the Confideration of
the Lower Houfe of Aflembly in the Year 1733, but has been greatly
canvafled in Converfation by the Members of every Affembly that has
met fince that Time, and that it has been univerfally looked upon by
every part of the Legiflature fince that Time as a Law in Force and
Being; ’till fome Gentlemen of new Light (for I find we have new
Light in Politicks as well as in Religion) lately undertook to undeceive
us in this particular.

If the faid Law fhould be found not to be in Force, I muft own I fhould
be greatly furprized, as I believe many others would be of far greater
Knowledge and Experience than myfelf, but fhall with all Duty and
Submiffion be at all Times ready to fubmit myfelf to the Judgment of
my Superiors at Home, where neither the artful Pra&tices of arbitrary and
corrupt Governors, nor the caufelefs Clamours of felf-interefted and ill-
defigning Men, can cover themfelvle{s with thofe Difguifes which are but
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