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poffible that you can be ignorant, nor can I conceive how I could have
adted otherwile than I did, confiftently with the Good and Wellare of

the Piovince.

I was informed by an Addrefs from the Upper Houfe, thit fuch a
Mifanderftanding had happened between That and the late Lower
Houfe, as had put a Stop to all Public Bufinefs, and even to all In-
tercourfe by Meflages : What could be done in fuch Circumftances?
If the A@cmbly had continued Sitting, weuld not that have occafioned
a heavy Charge to the Country, without the leaft Poflibility of deriving
any Advantage from it >  Was there any Hopes or Probability of a
Reconciliation > [s it not very probable that the Continuance of the
Sitting of that Affembly would have increafed and aggravated the Dit-
ferences which then fubfifted ? Could the Lower Houfe, however well
difpofed and inclined they might have been, have carricd on the Bu-
finefs of the Country without the Concurrence of the Upper ? This
is tdo wild and extravagant to be even fo much as imagined.

A Diffolution or Prorogation being then abfolutely neceflury, the
atter was thade ufe of infutha Manner as the then Situation of Affairs
would admit of, viz. by Proclamation, and indeed no other Courle
coild be then taken; I could not have fent to the Lower Houfe for
their Attendance, by any Member of the Upper, it being, as they
thought, inconfiftent with their Dignity, to carry any Meflage, ’till
Reparation was made for the Affront they apprehended they had re-
ceived : If 1 had fent by the Clerk of the Upper Houfe, I might have
given Offence to the Lower, which T was defirous to avoid as much as
lay in my Power; and thele, I can truly fay, were the only Motives of
my aling as I did: If 1 had called the fame Aflembly together again,
the fame Ditpute muft bave fubfifted, which made the Diffolution as

neceflary as the Prorogation.

If any Mifundetftanding of the like Nature fhould unfortunately
happen again, T confefs myfelf entircly ignorant of any other Courfe to
be taken than was at the laft Mecting, but I fhall be fo far from fhut-
ting my Ears to better Information, that I fhall thankfully receive it.

" After mentioning the Prorogation, you proceed to a Juflification of
the late Lower Houfe, in relation to the Mifunderftanding that hap-
vened between the Two Houfes, in which T have not the leaft concern,
and therefore {hall leave‘that Affair to the Confideration of the Upper
Houfe : Only I muft take Notice of Two Inconfiftencies that run
through your whole Addrefs, vig. confounding the late Lower Houfe
with the prefent, and the Governor with the Upper Houfe; had you
avoided thele, it might have fhortned your Addrefs very much, many
Things being attributed to this Lower Houfe which belonged to the
former, and to the Governor which belongs to the Upper Honfe: To
thefe are owing the long Paragraph wherein you are pleafed to profefs
your Willingnefs and Defire to pafs by the unparclicld Treatment of
your Houfe in the Perfon of their honourab'c Speaker, as you arc pleafed

to exprels yourfclyes.
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