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the Body of the People his Majefty’s Liege Subjedts, and we are forry
to fee Merit made of that which ought to Dcbale, and thofe moftly

Carefs’d who are moft Ative in the Malctreatment and Oppreflion of the
good People of this Province.

We are now, as heretofore we were, fully convinced that Heats and
Animofitics are an ill Foundation for the Purluit of the Public Good ;
wherefore we then did, as we now fhall, endeavour what lies in our
Power, to avoid giving Rile to fuch, and we humbly Hope that no art-
ful or colourable Pretences will be made ufe of to Impede the Public
Bufinefs. On our Part we do with Truth and unfeigned Sincerity affure
your Excellency, that we are come with a hearty Defire and firm Refo-
lation to do every thing in our Power to promote the general Good
and Welfare of the Province of Meryland, than which we have nothing
more near at Heart,

Your Excellency is pleafed t> Declare, as you often have, your good
Intentions for the Welfare of this Province and People, and we are
truly forry that your kind Refolutions, fo often publifhed, fhould hitherto
be Fruftrated and rendered Void, by the Malevolent Influence of evil
Councils ; fuch may gain to themielves private Advantage, while the
Publick arc facrificed to their Avarice and Ambition, and his Ma_jeﬁy’s
Poor, Loyal and Dutiful Subjeéts, entircly Deftitute of Means to Redrefs
th-mfclves, finking under the Yoke of Bondage, be well pleafed that
they fare no worle, than being brought to a State of Villenage,

Since your Excellency have been pleafed to give us fuch ftrong Aflurances
of your Willingnefs to give a helping Hand to remove every Obftacle to
the Happinels and Profperity of the Province, we will humbly prefume,
in full Hopes of your kind Concurrence and Redrefs, to lay before you
fuch Aggrievances and Oppreflions as we take to be real Obftacles to
it’s Profperity and Happinels. And we moft humbly Hope your Excel-
lency will not attribute the juft Difcharge of our Duty, or our mov-
ing with Decency, Order and good Manners in thefe Points wherein we
feel ourfelves fenfibly Affe@ted, to the Want of Moderation and Tem-
per; or a due Regard to your Perfon.  We aflure your Excellency
“that we fhall with the greateft Zeal and Coolnefs of Temper, purfue the
gencral Good fo far as we can, andavoid as deftru&tive Precipices, any
finifter or artful Practices of Self-interefted or Defigning Perfons, let their
Tretences be veiled oyer by what Glofs foever, and that fuch fhall in no
ways influence our Words or Actions.

We hope your Excellency had the Public, as well as his Lordfhip’s
Intereft at Heare, in promoting the Continuance of the Payment of Rents,
and Alienation Fines, as the fame had for fome Time before been, by a
Duty on Tobacco the Staple of this Province ; and likewife that of Pafs-
ing the Currency Emitted by his Lordfhip and the good People of this
Province, in Payments to the Clergy and Officers: And with great Sub-
miffion, we take leave to Judge favourably of thofe, who through a
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