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OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES.  * 97

l, o subject for the triakof every refinement of torture which their fiend-like invention suggested. The =
K nanity of certain medical gentlemen way exerted, and by their interposition, under dwine provie
,,,,ce,'tgose; supposed to be dead were restored ta lifeand society.. - On the ensuing days general ter- -
o provailed thronghout the city. .o o0 T EE T R T T

) Vour committee further tind, that no attention was Sa;it@m_.the preservation of the house and proper,
f, thus abandoni{dr but that a few mgn;.merg‘s ‘suffered, uring. thg,éay, to be actively engaged in doing
[ery possible injury ta thesame. Federaligts, deemed themselves insecure from a conviclion,. arising
BN o past occurrences, that the civil power’ wasntoo‘!'qeb'l? for their protection,. and that the military
ere unwilling to rally around the judiciary when the ohject was either, the security of their persons
< pi‘opeﬂyy.’ﬂﬂd in every direction. N o exertions were snade to arrest the disturbers, and they assum.
to themselves the sovereign power of controling the government of the United States, by regulating
e concerns of the post office. . They assembled with a view tothe demolition "of the office, in order
b collect and destroy the papers of the Federal Repuyblican; transmitted by mail to sybscribers in the
v, - The activity -of Mr, Burral, 'Of;th’l_-" post pffice, disvovered the combination, and with Pl’omp G
\de communicated to-the mayor and brigadier general the grounds of his belief.. They became at last
Fonvinced of. the fact, which the experience of all:countries had proved;that the mobs of populous cities
$d.1 only be restrained and overawed by theapplication of an eflicient force; and the general, without -
y written requisition, but upon assurances thai any should be given thereafter which: the result of
&lis opposition might-require, ordered out the whole of hisbrigade, -at the head of which- he appeared,: -
B became a military chief. - “A distribution of ball took place, and-every preparation was made, evigen-
i8¢ 2 determination to disperse the tumultuous.” But even here, surrounded. with the military; the =
‘ vﬁ power did not-abandon the same wretched system of conicession-and conciliation; for it' appears
B your comunittee, that upon the -manife‘statienﬂ,.oE«:.'a,sPi‘rﬂ;f;qﬁfjnsu}?ominias.i_enigmdgg some of the mili-
ry, th e mayor proposed to the post-master-to deliver up thl:_x Feﬂemlgépublimn papers, to.be carried -
P the dwelling of the mayor, with a solemn assurance to:themob,; that they should beretnrned inthe
IR orning by the mail to-Washington, . 'Fhe post-master stated the embarrassments arising from the pa-
Bire of his official duties; and .,l}po.nfapconsn_ll;atianl_at._t,hepgg,i.dcncg__gf,jME,;-‘_Bun;al._\gh@;.,ptgﬁggigi_pﬁgw”_ e
ghandoned, and a resolution adopted:to protect the establishment.  Before which, the mayoraveweda
htermined resolution to protect th= office, butat the same time to allay the irritation of a:portion;of -
¢ militia; who complained of their being:called. out for the protection of the Federal Republican, he
ted, Y ou are not assedibled here to protect the paper; you are: marched here to protect the pro-
prty of the United States. I, myself, would draw my sword, and head my fellow citizensto put down |
hat establishment.”?  Au order from the colonel; and thé voluntary charge by twe of the horse; diz-
prsed the rioters. - For many successive mights a military guard -was stationed; a’ determination was
anifested that the peace of the city should be preserved, and it produced the effect.,  The grand jury,
its regular course, investigated the subject, aitd presented some of those engaged in the murder and -
Jots. - Fhey were arrested and committed to- prison; threats of rescue were ‘made, a military force
{§tationed during the night at the prison, and artiliery planted in the hall of the gaol. . ‘These ope-
?i_é‘ns' viere attegded with an uniforz result, establishing ineentrovertibly, that the course of forbear-
ce and concession selected by those charzed with the preservation of the peace-of the city, was pro-
wtive of -no other effect than to embolden the wicked. The trials took place; ihe first.of them exhibited -
temper in the jury utterly inconsistent with the object of crimipal jurisprudence-—the punishment of -
B cuilty; ‘the attorney-general of Maryland frequently declared his belief that no ¢onviction against
he offender conld be had; & stillemitted to enter.a suggestion on the record that the state could nat have
Efair trial, and to pray thatthe records might be transmitted to another county. An universal acquittal =
B the most blood thirsty ensued; and the melancholy apprehension is now entertained, that the wick- -
| have nothing there to fear froin'the retributive justiccof the state, -~ =« oo o 7 0
% Your committee further find, that the ordinary power with which the magistrates.ave. invested for

he preservation of the peace of the city, was in no-instance except as:stated by your committee, called
toaction; thatthe constables are ¢orrupt, and exercise an:andue influence over the magistracy; that '
gcourt of oyer and terminer and general gaol delivery is conducted in a manner incensistent with

edignity due to a tribunal invested with such extensive power. .- . oo LD g B g -
Your comumittee find, that during the morning of the twenty-eighth of July, John Montgomery,
3q. did, in order to prevent the firing of the cannon levelled at the house, make use of every exertion, -
" encountered great danger, and that during these agitations, frequent meetings of the most respecs
ble citizens of both parties were convened by:the mayor, in ordei to ¢oncert some plan of operations
pnsure the peace of the city, and which uniformly resuited only in'recommendations to the turbu.
Egnt to ferbear, and in recommending a proclamation, to be sighed by the magistracy, callingonthe
igeace officers to be vigilant .ini the preservation of order. EE I SRR R

| Your committec have presented to your eonsideration: the causes and extent of thie late riots. They o
;v will submit to you an expression of their opinion, formed upon a dispassionate examination of the-
yolimony, ¢<as tothe conduct of the civil 4nd military officers-in relation thereto:>* - It is the opinion . -
L Jour committee, that during all the agitatiohs which-have convulsed the eity of Baltimore; Edward .
ohoson, Esq. did every thing which could be requiréd of him as a private citizen; but they" have to
Eeret, that, as mayor, ‘charged with the preservation of the .quiet'of thecity, his.forbearanee, ind in-
y'rosition to resort to the ordinary powers of coercion, with which he was.iavested, against the tur-
lent and wicked, was so distinguished as to encourage a-belief that he connived at and approbated
§ o7 eXcesses: 'That he was goilty of 2 moest 'reprehensiﬁle indiscretion, when he used to the refractory .
Jilitia intemperate lan guage against the Federal Republican, the inevitable effect of which was to sane: .
1 and excite, by his weight of character, the popular excesses against the same. That when he, at -
§¢ Post office, surrounded with the military and his political friends, submitted a proposition, the ob,
<t of which was to ensure the triumph of the illegal combinations of the mob, he eviiiced a timidity
hd a want of judgment irresistably inducing a belief of his unfitnéss for the station ‘which he filled,
=2 hat this conrse of forbearance, united with the wicked inertness of the magistracy, and deplorable -

t oz



