94 VOTES AND PROCELDINGS

To captain Hull and Lieutenant Morris, late of the United States® frigate Constitution, inthe au%
defeat and capture of the British irigste Guerriere, unprecedented in the annals of naval history;

To captain Jones, and lieutenants Rodgers and Biddle, of the Jate United States sloop of war W
in the capture of the British sloop of war Frolie, of superior force; o
To eaptain Decatur of the United States® frigate United States, inthe victory obtained over, and'y

ture of the British frigate Macedonian.: : TS
Mr. Dorsey fiom the committee of grievances and courts of justice, delivers a hill entitled, an
to provide for the administration of justicein cases of crimes and misdemeanors in the city and coupty
of Baltimore; which was read. And the tollowing report: . -
The committee of grievances and courts of justice, to whom the fellowing order of the house of:
delegates, of November 18th, 1812, was referred; : L
“Ordered, That the commitiee of grievances and courts of justice be, and they are hereby instruety.
to inquire into the late riots and mobs in the city of Baltimore, and the causes thereof, with 2 view e
ascertain whether there has been any culpable inertness or neglect of duty on the part of any of the
civil or military officers of the state, or whether the defect is-in the law, in order that proper remedy.
in either case may be applied,” RS
Beg leave to ieport, in part—That in compliance with the order of the house of delegates, and undet -
the exercise of a yeneral power with which the committee of yrievances are invested, they have inquip. |
ed into the recent disturbances which have so agitated the city of Baltimore, and depressed the repgy. |
tion of our state in the eyes of our sister republics, “the cuuses thereof, and the conduct of the aivit -
and military officers in relation thereto.”” | hey find, from the testimony collected by your commitles, .
and which accompanies the report, that the city of Baltimore has for a long time been considered thy
ardent advocate of every measure of the general government leading to the war in which the nation iy
now engaged. ,' ' '
That the Federal Republican, edited by Messrs. Hanson and Wagner, exercising a constitutiony:;
right of reviewing the measuies of the national cabinet, arrained, in glowing colors, the integrity anl'.j
policy o the system which was to plunge the nation into hostilities: That the exercise of this righ’
produced a gencral spirit ot intclerance agamnst that establishment, and that leading and distinguishd
advocates of the administration, were so tar forgetfui of thespitit of our constitution, of the sacrd
Pfotection which the fresdom of the press required from their hands, and of their obedience to thess
vereignty of the law, as to indulge in denunciations again:t the establishment, and to circulate the .18
rible impression, that the same course of strictures upcn the measures of thie cabinet, would, after,
Adeclaration of war, merit and receive the summary apphicatien of popular vengeance. The fitness ant
-correctness of this doctrine were inculcated by the mstrurientality of thedemocratic presses, havip
an extensive circulation amongst that description of persons the most likely to be impelled to excess,
-and the fit iastruments of outiage. | hat under the influence of the teelings excited by the above impre
per expressions of distinguished characters, and publications in the democratic papers, committes
were organized by men of daring character, (only one of whom .has been named to your committee,)*
‘to obtain suhscribers to a plan, having for its undisgni-ed object, the demolition of the office of the
Federal Republican. -In this effervescence of the public teeling, and stute of prejaration, the congress
of the United States declared war on the eighteenth of June. ‘I'he editorial remarks in the Federal Re |
puoblican of the ensuing day, reprobated the motives and inexpediency of the measure, The ministeril |
papers replied to those remarks in a style of bitterness and acerbity, well calculated to direct and secur
¢ consumation of the promised threat ol revenge. On Sund *¥, rumors \were afloat, and a belief -
tertained, that public meetinks at Pamphilion's hntel, the Apollo, and Stewart’s gardens, had determip-
-ed to silence the press.  On Monday, the paper appeared without remarks on the attitude which the:
congress had azsumed; but still, well grounded apprehensions weie entertained by Mr. Wagner, thit
his establishmeni and nis person were both exdangcred, and he took the precautionary measure of re
moviny his book ofaccounts from the oftice. 1a the cvening the plan oflawless outrage was commenced by,
aparcel of boysand afew men. The assemblage auickly augmented, bringing with them fire hodk}.
and every appur.du- 1 equivite for the destruction of e building. "The operations of the mob were tod |
dncted with a_r-_.Ja:ity and subordination inducing a belief that the whole was the result of a digestd
system ol operidions, and terminated in a loss to the proprieicrs of three or four thousand dollars, _
In this work of destruction, a Frenchman was the most conspicnous and vociferous against the o -
tablishment, upon account of the general tone of its polities. A portion of the rioters, under a belief -

that Vir Wagner was cencealed in the old Otlice of Discount and Deposit, attempted to.enter the same; -
from this they were diverted b

¥ the zeal of two democratic gentlemen, who gave them assurances that .
Mr. Wagner was not there. The destruction of the house cost much labor and time; during whick
many stood by, and contributed 1.0thing to the protection of the rights guaranteed to the citizens b'v‘
our form of governmeut. From the force of this remark, your commiliee with pleazare except the §
names of Edward Johnson (the mayor of the city) and judge Scott, who used every peisuasive sug
gestion to divert the mob from their outrages; but who omitted to attempt a resort to the protection
created by the vigilance of the legislature, in procuring u requisition for a military force, when they
saw the civil authority inadeguate to the security of M, Wagner and his property. From the Offiee.
of Discountaad Deposit, a part of the inob proceeded to the house of Mrs. Wagner’s father; and a com-
mittee, appointed by, themselves, scuiched every aperiment of the house; there an Irishman was the
. most noted for his savage threats. They next visited Mr. Wagner’s own house, and used eyery strats:
gem which rage suggested, to bunt out the contemplated victim of their revenge. No efficient mes
sures being adopted the ensuing morning Ly the constituted authorities of the city, to arrest the 1ioters,
and to gause them to enter inito e customary recoguizanceto keep the peace, they were emboldened,
and sought for new victims; they coilected in the cvening, with a force almost incredible, at the houst
of one Hutchens, charyea Ay tnem with using expressions derogatory to the character of 3&““‘
Washington. "They dem aded him, with expressions ol rage cvidencing a determination to sacrifies
him. The major-had prevailed onhim ty eccape. To prevent any violence to hic house, and to caust




