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44 . VOTES and PROCEEDINGS, November, 17¢8.

falty “of farfeiture of property, have no means of irformation but by reforting to certain idesl
lines, not marked or traced out ona fingle line, tree or 4apling, or difcoverable in any manney
“on the: limits of the diftri@, and to be difcovered ohly by reforting to mathematical calculation
and to furveyors, and that too at a very heavy expence, owing to the irregulur fituation of the
city of Baltimore, it being by no means circular m its form. It a}-fo appears to us, thmr under °
the reftriftions in the exifting law, its operation will extend to the diftance of at leuit eight miles
from the city, although, in fa@, the law holds out the prohibition to five miles only; for it is
well known hogs and other live ftock going at large 1n the woods, without roftraint, will range
and travel three or four miles in fearch of food, and our country has not yet attained to that
ftate of population or improvement as to admit of univerfal enclofurcs, to feparate each indivi.
dual’s vnimproved real property. - L . _ |

Another objettion to the continuatice of thq exifting law arifes from the impracticability of its
etecution, without previoully fixing and making known the e.xaé't limits thercof; for what indi-
vidual, on the oneé hand, would incur the expence ot employing a furveyor to locate, mark and
bound, the limits defined in the law, that he might fave a few hogs yearly, or who, on the other
hand, would ritk the penalties of the law in undertaking to deftroy his neighbour’s property,
without previoufly knowing whether the limits had been tranigrefled. *Thus the exifting law ap-
pears difficult, nzy almoft impradlicable, in its execution, without amendnients, and may eventu-
ally be confidered as jnoperative in 1ts provifions, and a dead letter; and whenever {uch difficul-
ties are likely to arife, good policy requires the repeal oxj'amendment of fuch laws, to prevent
every poﬂibility.of oppteflion on the one hand, and to {tifie all hopes of impunity and evaiion
on the other. ' : _ o L .

That adequate provifion fhould be niade for preventing fwine going at large within a reafonable
diftarice of Baltimorc, appears to us neceflary and expeatent, and for that purpofc we have paffed
on a bill, which it is conceived effectually guards :{ggmft all the evis apprehended by the citizens
of Baltimore city, removes the obje@ions to the exilting law, and at the tame time fuflicicntly pro-
vides for the fecurity and fafety of the property of thole, whoi"e cont.3uity to the city may even-
tually fubje& them to the effe@s of its operation, the pr_opoied bill containing and caliing for
Lknown boundaries and limits, that all perfons may be informed, whofe duty or intereft fhall
diQate, on inquiry, and which defignated limits comprehend almoft the wholc of thefe parts of 3
Baltimore adjacent to the city where the gnevance complained of at this time exiils.

Permit us alfo to remark, that in local, as well as general regulations, the inclination and
wifhes of the people, or of thofe to be affeéted thereby, fhould ever have their weight in the
fcale of legiflation;; and that the fenfe of a large number of the citizens of Baltimore county, who
have addreffed us on the fubjeét, ought to be attended to in a local régulation calculated at their
expence, for the convenience of a fuw inhabitants of Baltimnore city, and efpecially when in the
regulations propofed to be fubftituted, due care has been taken effcctually to prevent, in future,
the evil complained of. ‘ , .

We alfo beg leave further to obferve, that from the beft information, the law propofed will,
In its operation, extend to the diftance of five miles at leaft around the city.

For thefe reafons we requeft you again to take under your confideration the bill, and perface
ourfelves that no future objections will arife on the part of the icnate to its being enated into a
law, R :
By order, W. HARWOOD, clk.
Which was read.

On motion, OrRPERLD, That the bill, entitled, An aét relating to the records in the regifter
of wills office in Talbot county, be committed to Mr. Dorfey and Mr. M¢‘Mechen to confider
and report thercon. ‘

On motion, OrRDERED, That the bill; entitled, ‘An aé& relating to the records in the clerk’s
office in Saint-Mary’s county, be committed to Mr. Campbell, Mr. Dorfey and Mr. M*Mechen,
10 confider and report thereon. A .

The bifl, entitled, An aét to make permanent and to continue the aéls of affembly thercin
mentioned, was readahe fecond time and will pals. '

On motion, the queftion was put, That the fenate do reconfider the refolution refpeting the
purchafe of the barracks in Frederick county? Which was determined in the affirmative. ®.
The faid refolution was then read, and the queftion put, That the fenate do affent to the

fame? The yeas and nays being required, appeared as follow:

I R M ATTIV E

“Mr. Perry, prefdent, Mr. Grahame, Mr. Ridgely, Mr. Forreft, Mr. Chefley and Nr

M«Mechen. 6.
N EG A T 1 V E
Mr. Carroll, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Dorfey, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Milligan. 5.
So it was determined in the affirmative.
The fenate adjourns until to-morrow morning 10 o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y, January 9, 1799.

~HE f{enate met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr. Dennis, who had
leave of abfence. : .

The bill, entitled, An a& to make permanent and to continue ‘the aéls of aflembly therein
mentioned, and the refolution refpecing the purchalc of the harracks in Frederick county, were
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