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2 VOTES aus PROCEEDINGS, Nowwbr, yos.

m;turity, poffeled profeffors and mafters of the firft eminence in-every branch of {Ciéﬁcc~di(¢&td'tg BRI

be taught, and contained a numerous band of the ‘moft -promifing youths; who had been drawn
thither by its fair report, not only from diftant counties of the ftate, but from the neighbourhood of -
ancient ferinaries; that it bad fair to rival and' furpafs thofe inftitutions which had long beerr the
pride and baaft of our fifter ftates ;—but that, jut at this period, when the gencral profperity of -the |
ftate had nearly kept an even pace with the condition of the college—when agriculture and-com- "
merce. were more flourifhing than they had ever before. been known—when no pretext could be
drawn from a derangement of finances, 4 load of public debt, or a mifapplication of the funds, ‘an
act was paffed by the legiflature for arreﬁin[g the annual public donation to the colleges—an adt,
violating that public faith' which had been fo folemnly pledged to various defcriptions of men—to -
fabferibers, who, on that faith alone, had contributed, and who fuppofed they thereby fecured to
theit defcendants an opportunity of enjoying the ineftimable privilege of a liberal education—to trufs
tees, who, on that faith, had devoted their time, labour and talents—to the profeilars and mafters,
who, on that faith, had repofed their all, had relinquithed other purfuits, and had given.up every
other employment—to thofe ardent afpiring youths, who had chofen St.. Jobn’s college, at which

th?’ might be fure, by diligence and ftudy, to lay the foundation of futufe eminence as ftatéfmen ‘
an

patriots—and laftly, to thofe numerous virtuous citizens, whofe country is the ftate of Mary-
land, whofe intereft is conne@ed with their country’s welfare, and who relied on that faith for a fuc-
ceffion of men, to be fupplied by thefe colleges, to adminifter law, to ena& wholefome and wife
provifions, to' love-mercy and juftice, and to prote& them from tyranay, either open, barefaced and
avowed, or dark, fecret and difguifed. - o : :
That’ St. Joha’s college is an inflitution belonging to the public, and that therefore its funds may
be difpofed of acrording to the will of the majority, is an idea which can never be maintaincd, when

it 1s confidered that the l¢gi"ﬂatu_rc, by the fame a&, appropriated funds. to .fecure the annual - )

* donation, and invited citizens to contribute their money to the work. Is their a man, verfed in the
laws of his country, who would hektate to declare, if the cak exifted between two private perfons,
that each of them had an' intereft in the whole, of which he could not lawfully Ee deprived by the
act of the other, So long then as there remains a fingle fubfcriber, who withholds his confent from
the refumption, the propofed a& cannot take place, without a dire& violation of juftice. “The prin-
ciple on which individuals have been compelled tor difcharge their fubfcriptions, would apply to the
ftate; if for that purpofe the courts of juftice pofleffed a- competent Jurifdiétion. ’

But if policy, or the ‘real 'good of their country, required the refumption of the funds;—-or ify
without them, the college could be fupported agreeably to the intention of its founders, the truftees
would not for a moment chI}ion the right, or, in any manner withftand the meaflure;—They have
_ declared, and again they repeat, that, as truftecs, they have no private intereft whatever in pre-
fesving the inftitution; and as fubfcribers, or citizens, they kave no concern, which is not ftridtly
compatible with the true welfare of the ftate. o ' ,

It is an afferticn as unfounded on reafon as it is common in the mouths of parti’cular claffes of
men, ‘that the benefits afforded by the college are confined to the rich, It is indced difficult to con-

_ vince the poor, er their advocates, that %ch]'nmcpt has, in any manner whatever, confulted their
rights and interefts. "It might with equa prqpriety be contended, that as the poor contiibute little .
or nothing to the public revenue, - they have little or no title to have their will or advantage confulted
on any occafion whatever.  But both pofitions are falfe. The govérnment which negleéts the poor,
i§ 2 government azainft the natural rights of man. But in what manner, or by what meufure, it
can more effeGtually confult their interefts, than by providing a fuccefion of honeft and able men to
protedt their rights, it is difficult to imagine. There needs here no comment an that fingular pro-
vifion,- by which five poor boys of promifing genius are to be continually maintained and educated at
the expence of the college. | = - R ' '

No man has hitherto been hardy enough publicly to affert, that St John’s college hath not had a2
tendency to anfwer the avowed purpofe of its inftitution 3.although it has been frequently faid, that
country {chools would better promote that purpofe, by more widely diffufing the advantages of edu-
cation. ' It is not, however, even pretended, that the ere@ion of St. John’s college has rendered it
more difficult for the poor to educate their children. No country fchool whatever has been broken
up on its account. King William’s fchoal 'hath indeed confolidated the greater part of its funds
with the funds of the college ;  but that fchool was carried on in Annapelis, and every advantage it
afforded, is now enjoyed, with addition, from the college. o - _—

It is impoflible fo foon to forget, that on the very experience of the incompetency of ‘fuch fchools,
the idea of eftablithing the college was principally founded. If it were now propofed to have a college -
or academy in efery county, embracing a complete fyltem of education, if this idea’ could be carricd
into cthrc were .men in .every county .capable of planning and fuperintending the work,
thenindeed might it be faid, that fchools in cach county would be preferrable to a’ college on each
fhore. . But fuch an idea hath never been in contemplation. The public cannot fuftain the expence -

. of providing matfters of every kind for the youths of each county ; and all that ever ¢ould or, can be
expetted from country {chools, is this, \that they fhall afford a’common education, and ferve as nur-

feries for rearing thofe -more. vigorous and .thriving plants, which, at a proper feafon, may be re-

moved into a better foil and fituation, there to take root, attain a fuller growth, and fpread abroad.

their branches, under whofe thade the weaker plants,may receive prote@®ion, S

. .;Jtmay-indeed be effential to the beft interefts of the community, that country fchools be again in-

flituted. It is not improbable that hereafter they may betrer fucceed. Nothing is more certain,than
if they fhould be eftablithed they will be the more flourithing for the infitution of eolieges, if it were
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