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118 VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, Juns, 1780.

into altion with that ardour, which defpifing overcomes all difficultics, and which led you, deflitute of
money, of allies, of arms, and foldiers, to encounter one of the moft ﬂpowerfnl vations in Europe. Single

and unfupported, raw and undifciplined, you bafled for three fucceflive years the repeated attacks of ny-

merous and vetegan bands. Shall we now, when ftrengthened by a mighty alliance, droop and defert the
fie'd, to which honour, the ftrongeft ties, the dearet interefts of humanity, point, to which viftory itfelf
invites us? A warlike, potent and magnanimous nation, has efpoufed our caufe with all the warmth of
friendthip, and is determined to yicld us powerful aid; a refpeftable land and naval force may be daily

expe&ed on our coaft from France, ready to a& under the orders of our patriotic general. How difgrace-

ful would it be to this fate, were it any ways acceffory in laying that great and good man under the hu-

miliating neceflity of avowing to our allies an inability to undertake any enterprife of confequence againft

the common enemy, particularly if that weaknefs fhould proceed not from the real inability of this and

the other ftates, but from the fupinenefs, the avarice, or want of {pirit, in their people! We have hitherto

done our duty ; the general has acknowledged our exertions, gnd we entreat you, by all that is dcar to

freemen, not to forfeit the reputation you have fo juflly acquifed ; let us fet an example of fortitude, per-

feverance, and difintereftednefs ; thefe virtues form the charalter of true republicans : beware left an inor.

dinate love of riches fhould mark too ftrongly ours ; remember that you entered on the war not through

choice but neceflity, not to acquire wealth or power, but to preferve liberty and property ; remember that

your caule is righteous, that you had not recourfe to arms, until, the bayonet uplifted to your breaft, a

difcretionary furrender of all that is valuable to man was demanded with menaces of hoftile force, and

with all the infolence of confcious power ; rememuer too, that you have pledged to cach other your lives,

your fortunes, and your facred honour, in defence of thofe rights, without the enjoyment of which life is

but mifery, and government a curfe. ‘

The general has called upon us to complete our battalions, and for a reinforcement of 2205 militia to
join him with all expedition, Confidering the approach of harveft, and attentive to your eafe and conve.
nience, we have offered to raife an additional battaiion in lieu of the militia, and we have the fatisfattion
to inform you, that the general has approved of the offer, on condition that this battalion be ready at the
place of rendezvous by the laft of this month at fartheft. By the law, printed for your information, and
with which we entreat your ready compliance, you will perceiye that we have held out the moft liberal
encouragement for recruits, upon principles of ¢quality and juftice. -1f, from negligence, indifferecce, or
the dread of danger and fatigue, motives too degrading to be imputed to freemen, or from any other caufe, -
this battalion fhould not be raifec in time, we have dirc€ted the militia to be called out in claffes, to fup-
ply the place of regular troops.  Your duty, your intereit, and no doubt your inclination, willimpel you to
fecond the views of your reprefentatives. Without your co.operation, in vain may we make laws, or con.
cert plans for the general caufe ; theie muft remain as dead letters, unlefs infpirited by yonr zeal and ac-
tivity. We have the honour to reprefent men, who, fenfible of the bleflings of liberty, muft know, that
the centinuance of them refts altogether on the fuccefsful iffue of this war. You feel not, indred, at pre«

" fent, thofe diftrefles which our brethren, whofe country is the immediate fcene of aftion, are expofed 103

their calamities, therefore, poflibly may make a flighter impreffion on your minds, Contemplate, we be-
{eech you, the ravages committed by the Britith forces on the plains of Jerfey ; behold the dwellings of
the poor and rich in flames, or reduced to afhes ; the fruits of a long and laborious induftry fwept inftantly
away as by a torrent; view the helplefs infant, the aged parent, the tender virgin, vitlims to the favage
fury and unbridled lufts of an infolent foldiery ; view thefe fcenes of horror and difmay; roufe and re-
venge thefe wrongs ; for thefe we too in our turn fhall feel, if we refufe our aid to drive thefe {poilers and
invaders from our land ; emulate the condu& of the brave militia of our fifter ftates; the proofs of courage
and patriotiim \:l;ich they have exhibited you cannot but applaud, and therefore muft wifh to imitate, and,
if-poffible, furpais.

he prize \ge are contending for is ineftimable; the blood of thofe heroes which has been thed in this
juft and glorious caufe, the inviolable ties of plighted faith, the neceflity of conquering, gratitude to our
illuftrious general and to the brave men under his command, all confgiring, call aloud for our redoubled
efforts. Our army is weak, and reinforced it muft be, to at on the efenfive, or offenfively, as circum-
flances may require ; reinforcements, proportionable to thofe demanded from this, are to be furnifhed by
the other ftates ; the fall of Charles-town, and the diftrefles of our brave friepds in that quarter, have in«
fufed frefh vigour into the councils of America; let us, like the Romans of old, draw new refources and
an encreafe of courage even from defeats, and manifeft to the world, that we are thea moft to be dreaded,
when moft depreffed.

A letter from Benjamin Stoddert, fecretary of the board of war, relative to arms and cannon
heretofore granted this ftate, the refolution to reftore the inhabitants of Worcefter county their

arms, the paper bill No, 1, and the following meflage, were fent to the houfe of delegates by
William Hindman, Efq;

By tae SEN A TE, JurLy g, 1780, '
GENTLEMEN, y\ﬂ\f"‘/\“

W E really think it a degree of cruelty, to fingle out a few particulars, wio may not fall within
the limitations of your propofed amendment to the bill, entitled, A Supplement to the a& to

procure an extra fupply of provifions of the bread kind, alto waggons and horfes, for the ufe of

the continental army, as it were for deftrution ; when it does not appear to us there can be an(y
reafon for not extending to them the fame terms that are held out to all other nonjurors, unlefs
there can be a fuppofition, that a man is more innocent or guilty for being worth lefs or more

than




