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tering the oath to be admiaiftered to officers upon accepting an office, and voters when offering
to vote, and yet was left at large to make any general teft that might be thought proper, and
which would at all other times include thofe officers and voters, with other inhabitants of this
ftate ; for there being no limitation by the conftitution to general tefts, the legiflature, if they are
intraduced at all, may make them of any nature they may think proper.  As a further proof of
the intention of the convention that no general teft {hould be adminiftered, the perfons to whom
the teft prefcribed by the form of government is to be offered are particularly defcribed, and from
thence we may fairly prefume, no other perfons were to be the obje& of this teft.  Qur aflocia-
tion produced the moft falutary confequences, and was highly expedient as a teft of affetion and
bend of union, at a time when we had no greater compulfory fyftem of government, but we con-
ceive the reafon for a difcrimination of fubje@s ceafed when our government, adequate to the
purpofe for which it was formed, was carried into execution ; and we are well convinced, con-
fidering the provifions made by the parts of the bill agreed to, that our internal enemies cannot
attempt any thimg againft the ftate, without fubjeing their firft movements to thofe provifions
which are intended to reach their moft fecret practices. For thefe reafons we adhere to our
amendment to ftrike out of the bill the claufe refpe&ing a teft to be impofed on all perfons who
may be required to take the fame.

The amendment we propofed, giving power to any juftice to arrcft any who fhall by word or
deed prove difaffected and' dangerous to this ftate, we think may be ufeful, and therefore we hope
you will agree to it.

Though we cannot agree to admit the principle of impofing a general teft to be right, or con-
fiftent with the fpirit of our conftitution, we accede to your propofition, that the oath direfted
by the bill be taken by all the officers and others therein enumerated. We reje&ed this part of
your bill, from the apparent inutility of two exifting tefts meaning the fame thing, not from any
objedtion we had to the duties of the firft oath as explained by the fecond. But to remove every
groundlefs fufpicion, and left an opinion fhould prevail that there is a difference of fentiment be-
tween the two houfes upon the fubftantial fimilarity of thefe tefts, and this fhould prove injurious
to the ftate, by dividing in any degree a people, whofe whole ftrength ought to be drawn to the
maintenance of our freedom and independency, we have receded from our amendment. The
oath, as an oath of office to the governor, was certainly proper, though fimilar in {ubftance to
the teft to all officers, becaufe he is bound by the very nature of his office to maintain and defend
the freedom and independency of this ftate ; and therefore thefe efpecial duties ought to be point-
ed out in the oath of office, although contained in the teft.

We are not to learn our duties we owe to our country as citizens and lepiflators, nor have we
forgot the facred obligation confirmed b& the oath taken by us before we acted as {enators. We
thank you however %or the attention fhewn to our welfare; by your friendly admonition. We
only wifh it had been communicated free from thofe infinuations which are vainly calculated to
wound our reputation. L

" We HKave receded from our amendments relating to abfentees and non-aflociators, or have al-
tered them in fuch manner, as we think will take away every obje&tion. To the perfons who
fince the 14th day of Auguft, 1775, fled from this ftate, twelve months are allowed for their
return, and inftead of figning the affociation they muft take the oath of fidelity to enable them
to hold any office of truft or profit in this ftate ; and unlefs they return during the war, they will
he deprived even of this advantage, and will remain for ever excluded from all employments civil
and military. Non-affociators refiding in this ftate muft, inftead of figning the affociation, take
the oath of fidelity before the firft of Auguft, or draw on themfelves the above incapacity. We
have lengthened the time to the firtt of Auguft for taking the oath, becaufe we conceive there is
110 difference between punithing men by a retrofpe&ive law, and one to operate within a limitted
time, fo fhort as to exclude the poffibility of notice.

We flill remain of the fame opinion with refpe& to the reward allowed for taking up perfons
 travelling without paffes ; have therefore rejeGted it. The reward we confider as a tax upon tra- a
- yellers from our fifter ftates, unacquainted with our laws, and as an encouragement to the idle

and profligate to licin wait for travellers merely ,or the fake of the moncy to be obtaincd from them.
We mudt alfo obferve, that even a compliance with the law will not exempt the compliers from
the payment of the fine.

Defirous of giving every effe@ual fecurity to our government, and convinced of the importance
of many parts of the bill, we fhould be very forry that the lofs of it fhould be imputed by your
and our conftituents to either houfe ; and therefore we are unwilling to fuppofe a determination
in your houfe, which might be inferred from the conclufion of your meflage, to rejeé the bill al-
together, unlefs you can obtain our confent to thofe parts of it upon which we ditfer with you.

if an agreement of the two houfes cannot be obtained upon every part of the bill, {urely there
an be no reafon to juftify fuch an attachment to opiniont in either, as to reje&t the whoie upon
that account. We propofe therefore, that if you fhould ftill differ with us upon the amend-
ments retained, that fuch parts of the bill as can be agreed to by both houles, pafs into an
aét. , By order, : R. POTTS, i {6;1!
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