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LAWS or MARYLAND.
| C H A P. LXIL |

An a&, entitled, An ACT to authorife and empower the pro-
prietors of Cranberry-fwamp, in Harford county, to reclaim
and drain the fame. -

H ER E AS it is reprefented to this gcjneral aflembly, by Jo-

| fias William Dallam, Philip Henllerfon, William Smith,

R A James White Hall, Samuel Grithith, Luke Griffith, Richard
Dailam, and John Hall, of Harford county, that they are feifed in fee
and in pofieffion of the greateft part of a {wamp in Harford county, called
The Cranberry-fwamp, which, in its prefent unreclaimed ftate, being at
divers times covered with ftagnated waters, proves very injurious to the
health of the inhabitants refiding contiguous thereto: And whereas it is
further reprefented, that feveral "proprietors neglect and refufe to contribute

" towards draining off the waters trom and reclaiming the faid fwamp ; and,

to make any part of the faid fwamp of utility to the proprietors thereof,

" and to remove effetually the nuifance aforefaid, it will be neceflary, that

Proprietors to
meet, &c.

Direltors to
keep an ac-
count, &c.

the whole of the faid fwamp fhould be ditched and drained; and there-
fore they the faid petitioners prayed that a law might pafs for the pur-
pofes aforefaid, L

II. B¢ it thevefore enalted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That
it thall' and may be lawtful for the propfictors-of Cranbc‘rry-fwa'mp, 1n
Harford county, or a major part of them, to meet on the firlt Monday of
March in each’ and every year hereafter, at Havre de Grace, in Hutord
county aforefaid, and then and there annually eleét by ballot three of the
faid pr Priet’or‘s: for directers, who, when fo eletted and chofén, are here-
by authorifed and empowered to make and open fufficient drains and
ditches through the faid fwamp and every part thereof, fo as effeGtually
to carty 'off the ftagnated waters from the fame, and remove the nuifance
aforefaid, and reduce the laid fwamp into dry land ; and the power and
authority of the faid three directors firft chofen fhall continue and be in
force for the fpace of one year from the time of their appointment, and
no longér, urilels re-elected by the faid proprietors, or a major part of

them; at their annual meeting.

T Be it furtber enafied, That the three dire€tors, from time to time
to be ele@ed as afcrefaid, fhall keep a juft, faithful and regular account
of all and every the cofts, charges, and expences, arifing from opening

and cutt‘mgthe dltchesand ’dr.;_m‘“s‘ iafpf“efaid; "agiﬂ the fame fettle é_nd adjuft
. at'the end of every three month}s, ‘and apportion and aflefs the amount
- thereof on each and every proprictor of the {aid {wamp, according to the

{uantity of déres  they and each of them’ refpe@ively hold ; which faid
fums* of "iﬁio\déy‘," fo apportioned ‘arid affefled, it (hall and may be lawful

. f5t"tHe dire@drs for ‘the time being, in the name of the proprictors of the

Crahbérry-Twiamp, ‘as 2 body politic, to afk, demand, receive, and, in
éafe of'téfufal, to fue for and recover, of and from cach and every of the
propritors of the faid fwamp, their heirs, executors, adminiftrators, or
affignd, Wwho'thall negle& or refufe to pay the fum or fums of money fo
rated and affeffed on them, or either of them, as aforefaid, and fo from
timé to tinie till the faid fwamp be ‘effeCtually drained and the nuifance
afdrefaid rerhoved ; in which faid fuits, fo to be inftituted and profecuted,
it thall '#ntf may be lawful for the faid dire@ors to declare geperally far
money laid out and expended for the defendant’s ufe, and give this act and
‘the fpecial matter in evidence ; and on which faid fuits, fo to be prote-
cuted, there fhall be allowed the defendant or defendants only one em-
parlaince. |
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