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A AF to prevent the z'njzzring ElLarbours awethin this Province ;
- and fbr‘ re/)c‘(z/iyg the A therein mentioned.

' 7 HE RE AS, notwithftanding the Laws heretofore made for the
\’ Prefervation of Harbours and Landing-Places, within this Pro.
vince, Mafters of Ships and Veflels, and others, having the Charge oy
Command of Ships and Veflels, have caufed or fuffered great Quan-
titics of Ballaft, from on board their Ships and Veflels, to be thrown into
the Rivers and Harbours within this Province ; whereby many fafe and
very good Harbours are already {poiled, or rendered dangerous; which
Pradtice, if not timely prevented, will be very hurtful to the Trade and
Navigation of Great-Britain, and entirely deftructive to the Trade and
Navigation of this Province., And whereas the 1aid pernicious Pra@ices
have been continued and carried on, becaufe, by the Laws herctofore
made, Matfters of Ships ard Veflels, or other Perfons who have had the
Charge and Command cf Ships and Veflels, and who therefore might and
ought to have prevented the faid mifchicvous Cuftom, have not becn fub-
je€t to any Penalty tor negle&ting their Duty therein: Wherefore it s
prayed that it may be Enacted :

AN D be it Enaited, by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by
and with the Advice and Confent of His Lorefbip’s Governonr, and tle Uy~
ter and Lower Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the [amie, 1 hat
from and afrer the Publication of this Ac, if any Ballaft fhail be taken,
unladen, or caft out of any Ship, or other Veflel, on any Pretence what-
{oever, -within the Limits hereafter mentioned, but in the Day Time,
‘That 1s to fay, between the Rifing and Setting of the Sun ; or if any Bal-
Yaft fhall be unladen, or taken out of any Ship or Veflel in the Bay of
Chefapeak, above Cedar-Point, below the Mouth of Patuxent River, or in
any River, Creek, or Harbour, within this Province, and caft into
the Bay above Cedar- Point aforefaid 5 or into any River, Creck, or Har
bour, below High-Water Mark, that the Mafter, or cther Perfon, ha-
ving the Charge or Ccmmand of fuch Ship or Veflel, fhall forfeit and pay
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Proprietary, for the Suprort of Government, the other Half to him or
them that will fue for the fame : To be recovered in any Court of Record
within this Province, by A&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information ;
wherein no Effoyn, Proteétion, or Wager of Law to be allowed,

AND te it Enalled, by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perfon
whatfoever, fhall yrefume to build any Ware, or Hedge, crofs any River,
Creek, or Branch, below any publick Landing~Place, fo as to rrejudice
or dam up the Channel; or to obitruét the Paflage of Boats, on Pain of
forfeiting Ten Pounds Current Money of Maryland : 'To be recovered in the
County Court, by Aéion of Debt, Bill) Plaint, or Information ; wheicin
no Effoyn, Protettion, or Wager of Law, fhall be allowed.

AND to the End that all Mafters, and other Perfons, having the
Charge or Command of Ships or Vefl'ls, may have due Notice of this
A&, and not pretend Ignorance, Be 1t Lnalled, by the Authoiity afore-
faid, That every Naval-Officer within this Province, fhallfet up arnd keeo
fixed in fome publick Place in his Office, a Copy of this A& ; (for which
Copy the faid Naval-Officers, fhall be allowed ‘Ten Shillings in the }:ﬁ]b}:
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