AT A S N A A T A R N A A

Ferrow Cirizens oF THE
SENATE, AND HoUSE oF DELEGATES :

At'the period designated by the Constitution you have met ix
Legislative Session, to administer the high and responsible trusts
confided to your care by the people of Maryland, in the maturing
of such measures as may in your judgment be considered neces-
sary for the advancement of the public good. |

I have great pleasure in congratulating you, upon de highly
favorable auspices under which'you are thus assembled, emana-
~ ting from the unembarrassed céndition of the Finances of the
State, and the general prosperity which pervades every depart-
ment of business and industry, Coming to the discharge of ‘your
Constitutional duties directly from the people, and from recent
intimate associatidn with your respective caonstituencies, doubt-
less, familiar with their necessities and wishes, I indulge the
hope, that your deliberations may result in the adoption of mea-
sures, calculated to prombote, in a great degree, the permanent
prosperity, and welfare of the State,

‘Since the General Assembly last convened, two more fleetin
but eventful years have glided into the past, leaving behind them,
for oug guidance and instruction, their enduring record of good
and evil. | . .

Probably no similar period within the present century has been
characterized by political events of greater maguitude, than those
which have marked the last two years, involving, as they do, in
their consequences, the future condition and destiny of so great
a portion of the human family. :

The fearful struggle for supremacy and power, between the
prominent Governments of Europe, is still being waged with una-
abated ferocity, shaking Europe to its very centre, and threaten-
ing to draw within its terrible vortex, the entire Continent. The
heart sadcens at the contemplation of the awtul sacrifice of hu-
man life, which has already marked the progress of this the most
desolating and disastrous war of modern tjmes ; no humap intellect
can predict the amoant of blood yet to flow in this desperate and



