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lime,) is that which every one seeks to buy when _purchasing a
thing under that name, the State should "so order its” jnspection,
that each barrel should show how much of this substance was in
it, so that its price thereby might be regulated. No,rbdéo'riéblquel-
ler should object to such regulatioris; and-every buyér o4ght to
insisf upon them. By them, the owner of a ood article ‘Would
get the value of his good commedity,and he who wished t6 _buy,
wounld nét be deceived in the purchase of that whicli h‘i‘ight be of
litle worth.  While it would deprive the seller of no right, it
would give great benefits to the buyer. The seller would get the
value of his article,—the buyer the worth of hi§ rhanéy. " 'Fhe
fact is:familiar to all who use plaister, that it acts mueh ‘more
favorably in sonme years than others. I'his has been attr?ib\iﬁéd ex-
clusively-to the seasons, but very often the differerice is owing to a
difference in the article used. ' D

The smallest per cent of gypsum in the specimens which I
have examined, was 59.40; the highest was 89.50 per cent, a
difference of more than thirty per cent. If only, one half of; that
sold was of an average quality, a fair way of judging, then fifteen
per cent of the money spent for gypsum is thrown away, The
cost to the farmers of Maryland of this article, (freight add labor
included,) as near as [ can j'uage, is $700,000, so that con-
siderably more than $100,000 is lost to the citizens of.the State
. annually, in the attempt to buy-what they do not gef. They buy

gypsum, and only obtain sand and common air-slaked lime.

I have thus called the atténtion of those interested to a sub-
ject to them of the deepest interest. I have shown thé defects
of the- present laws. It remains for them to have those defects
remedied. I can assure all interested, that these differenices do
exist in the nganures spoken of above, which are not shown b
the present form of inspection. In making yout honorable
body acquainted with this. fact, I am only performing a part of
my duty to the farmers of the State. Let thenm provide &
law which, while it will do wrong to none, will do justice to
themselves. | g .

I donot know how the mspection of lime is performed, birt its
constituents should also be determined in the same manner.
. This, however, is not practicable in every instange, as 4 large
quantity of that used inthe State comes from beyond its *jurisdic-
tion. I have obviated this difficulty as far as I could, by publish-
ing analyses of the various limes used by the farmers of Maryland.
It is, therefore, a useless office, serves no good purpose, and
Shoul'd be abolished. It is my' furlher_in{engiqn? during the pre-
sent year, to procure a number . of specimens from each of the
quarries, both within and without the State, which supply lime to
our farmers, and subject them to a jnore minute, rigid, and elabp-
rate analysis than has been yet made of them. I have not done
so during the present season, because of the impossibility of pro-
curing the specimens. \ ,
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