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The construction of the boats is so simple that they can be kept
almost constanly ronning.  No extras are required, no change of
engines, and no double or treble sets of cars.  Buat, leaving out of
view all such considerations, let me ask, will the wedr and tear of
tiree boats resting on a perfectly elastic cushion, smooth water, be
equal to the wear and tear of a locomotive engine and fifty cars
joliing and thumping along a railway at the rate of seven or eight
miles per hour !

A steam g, with its train of six boals or more, is now actually
managed in England by threehien—an engineer, w.conductor, and
a steersman.  There certainly will not then be required more than
three men on your canal to take chinge of three beais.

On a locometive and itz train there are required an engineer, a
conductor, two firrmen, and four breakimen; and still more, to
keep the train in proper connmand, if the grades are steep.

There are needed no agents on the canal, besides the ordinary
superintendents and lock tenders,

Ou the London and Birmingham Railway, (112 miles long,)
there are employed 1,395 persons, besides about 900 “waymen,”
whose duty isto keep the permanent way in repair.

It is true, that this is the force required for the performance of a
great duty.  But what is the duty of conveying 150,000 tons of
freigcht and a million of passengers, compared with the future
transgortation of the coal and iron with which the mines of
Maryland are charged?

The doubts that are thrown upon the probable extension of the
coal trade of this country remind me forcibly of the times when a
funous English writer feared that they might some day Lave to use
coal in Encland, “if wood be not better cherished than it is at this
present,” and that “sea cales would be good merchandise, even in
the city of London, whereunto some of them had already gotten
ready passage.”

'Plic ike fortune awaits the coal of Pennsylvania and Maryland;

but with thes difference, that a very few years, in this country, ac-
complishes the work of a Furopean centary.,
« Lhis subject has extended ruch further than T anticipated when
I commceneed, thongh T nave endeavored to limit my remarks to
(he most apposite facts.  Teannow well compress it within narower
compass, without writing it over again, which iy present encage-
ments would not permi.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES ELLET, Jr.,
Civil Engineer.
J. M. Coaig, Esq., Pres. Ches. and Ohiv Canal Ca,



