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solieit their assistance and 4id for the Virginians, who at that time'
talked, of proceeding immediately to action. . Fruitless vwas my
first attempt and I was necessitated to prorogge them Withodt ob-
taining even a small sum for a present to the Indians, ualess on
such Terms as His Ldp’s Instructions particularly forbad me to/
accept. ' n SR o e,

April 10tk, Governor Dinwiddie writ me notice, that in obe~
dience to his Dircctions, a company consisting of about 80 Mer
commanded by one Capt. Trent, was at that time employed at the
Forks of Monongahela, in providing materials and building a fort,
that a Détachment of 150 men were marched from Alexandria,
ander Lieut. Col. Washington, teward the Fort about to be érect~
ed, and that the residue of the Virginia Troops, amounting te’
near the same number, comxranded by Col. Fry, would follow
thenr the next week; that he expected In a very few days the In-
dependent Company round from S. Carolina, and in a short time
those two that were ordered to Virginia, from New York. Near
the end of the same month I received a letter from Col. Washing~
ton, dated at Will’s creek, the 24th, informing me that he was
then at that place with a detachment of 150 men, and that he ex-
pected Col. Fry, who was to have the chief command, would there
join him with an equal Force in a few Days. The same Letter al-
so advised me that near 1000 French, commanded by one Capt.
Contreceur, had fallen down from Venango (an Indian Tradin
‘Town, about 2I miles S. E. of Lake Erie, and near the Head of
the Ohio) and on the 17th Inst. had summoped Ensign Ward,
Capt. Trent, being. from his post, to surrender the small Fort that
was building at the mouth of the Monongahela River, which sum-
mons, 1t seems, Ward, without firing.a s%otlor the least hesitation,,
obeyed, being terrified at the appearance of so numerous an Ene-
my, while the company with him did not exceed 30 men. He
was permitted to retire with all his men, arms, ammunitien, work-
ing tools and provisions, to the English Inhabitants, and the En-
emy immediately proceeded to erect a Fort with the materials
Trent had been collecting and near the spot on which he had be-
gun to build. R .

In May I again met the Assembly of this proyince, and repeat-
ed my solicitation for supplies to support the Virginians, in the
Expedition they were undertaking, but our people would net as
yet, see things In their proper light, and: stemed to thirk the ocea-
sion of the present Dispute was who should possess Lands, the
Lord knows where, by the Determination of which they would
reap no benefit, seeing the Land§ ‘were already granted by His
Majesty to the Ohio Company. This occasioned another proro-
gation, only I must observe that I did with difficulty obtain at this
time £500, as a present to the Indians who weze to meet commis~
sioners from the several Colonies in July.. L

The next Intelligence that I received was ‘‘that while Col.
Washington was “employing his Men in opening a Road frony

Will’s Creektoward the Ohio, awarty-of his command had. on.the:
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