from Harrisburg, vour letter of the 16th inst, did ne% ream e
unnl weteada} o R : »

I regret very mucln that any difference of opinion shouid ex-
ist l-)ct\\ ecn-us, as to the actual posstmn of the pegatiation, with
which I .have=the honor to be entrusted by-the Exccutive of
Mavyland, even though such difference should be, as I think it
is, \\‘mllv Huwmaierial iivits consequences.  Etis true thatin my
note to. you of the 140 inst., I %enmvd that the negotiation had
been actually opencd. and was thierefore necessarily pending. as
I believed 1 had a right to do, after the official reception given
to me i my repreSentative character, the full disclosure made
of the several objects of wy mission, and the covferences which
followed, both with Bis Excellency, Governsr Rimer, aud youp-
sell.  But | beg you to be assuced that the fact. as I stpposed
it to be understond between us, was not stated to remiad you of
any obligatien that I may have theught it devalved upau Penn-
sylvania, because the very high respect I have always cherished
for that State could never l»uue allowed me to anticipate the
slightest possibility of any violation of the amity which ouglt
10 exist between sovereign States, members of the same great
Cconfederacy: and because in my judgment the obligation on the
part of Penusylvania if any sech can be inferred, to awat the
issue of the.mission, so far as concerns the particutar case which
orviginated it. was as perfect when the Commissigner {rom
Maryland was accredited, as it can be in any subsequent stage
of the negotiation.

With regard ta the other topic noticed in your letter, reler-
ring to that of the t4th mst.. I was cectainly led to beliove that
it was Governor Ritner’s intention to intr aduce the subject to the
notice of the Legis'ature in his next annual me 8320 ‘Tle pas-

sage in that Tetter to which I particularly allude is the followi nd
"Sﬂwuld you come to the conclusion not to broach the subject of
your mission to the Legislature at’its pr esent session and should
it meet the views of your State and suit your ewn convenicice
to visit Ha"msburg : thc commencement of the next ses si0r,
which will be on the first Tuesday of December 1838, I am di-
“vected to inform you thiat tic Governeg will then bring the mat-
ter fully before the Lemqiaiuw for its deliberate and final ace
tion.” ~If 1 misconceived the import of this fanguage, as it ap-
pears I did, T have on‘y now to say, that cither ceurse which
His Exce‘licucv may think proper to adopt for the purpose of
bringing the subject before the Legxalature at the pemud nen-
tioned, whether in liis annual $essage, or bv a spc{‘m ssale,



