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alluded to was never accepted and approved by them: but, as the
act of December session 1337, cha ter 30, confirming the advanta.
ges that were offered to them by the supplement of 1832, may be
viewed 1n the Light of a re-enactoient of the former, with some mo-
difications, then, in that case, the approval aond eceeptance of «ne,
would be equivalent to the approval and acceptance of the other,.—
The corporation accepted the act of 1837, chapter 30, with a ful]
knowledge of ihe intention and understanding ou the part of the Le-
gislature of Maryland, clearly expressed in the supplementary act of
1832, chapter 304, which aczt has never been repealed.

As to the 27th section of the act of 1831, chapter 288, incorpora.
ting the Baltimore and Port Deposite Rail Road Company, which sec-
tion wllows the company to regulate at their discretion the charge on
gingle bale, box, parcel, orarticle, not exceeding 250 pounds weight,
the Legislature expressly reserved the right of altering and control-
ing the price or charge therefor, whenever it might think fitto
do so.

Itis belieted that no evidence of a stronger character than that
which has been exhibited could be required to prove that the compa-
nv have disregarded the fifth section of the act of 1837, chapter 30,
which prescribed that the rate ot tol!s should always be “‘uniform,
equal and a'ike from Philade!phia to Baltimore, and from Baltimore to
Philadelplia, and for equal distances 1n either direction,”

The committee have now presented the case, as they believe, fair-
Iy and i . partially according to the evidence that has come befcre
them, and they are of opininag,

That the Ptiladelphia, Wilmington, aud Baltimore Rail Road
Company have repeatedly and deliberately demanded and taken rates
and charges greater than they were allowed by law to demaad and
receive: -

That a large, and perhaps the largeet, stockholder in said compa-
ny, and one who 1s the highest officer of said company, has been con-
cerned, and with the connmivance or consent of the board of directors,
in an attempt to form an arrangement with large stockholders or offi-
cers, in the French Town Turnpike and Rail Road Company, or
Union Steam Boat line, by means of which the interest of the two
corporations, would become as it were identified as effectually as if
they constituted bat one company, or a common jout stock associa-
tion. ) -
That the Philzdelphia, F¥ilmington, and Baltimore Rail Road Com-
pany have acted upon an assumed right, not eranted to them by law,
to make an extra charge, either for the use of their cars, or for the
use of their steamboat between Havre-de-Grace and Chesapeake, in
additisn to the tolls or rates to which they were expressly restricted
by their charter.

That the said company have abused their franchises by exac!ing
payment of exorbitani rates, or usurping excessive tolls; end that hav
ing thus broken the condition upon which they accepted their char
ter, they have violated the trust upon which the same was grante] 10
taem by the State:




