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The commitlee to whom was referred the leave that was graﬁted
for a bill to abolish imprisonment for debt, knowing the great anxiety
which is felt in relation to that mat: er, now give motice that they
will lay such a bill before this house, inthe course of next week: |
has been thzuizhit advisable not to proceed has*xly, but ‘to take ‘time
for due: deliberation on a measure of so much 'mportance, and to af-
ford an opportunity for consultation and union among its friends.

The conntiltee do not imagine that they are capable of presenting
any new views on a ‘subject which has heretofore been so ably dise
cussed; nor do they aspire to do more than to reproduce the’ strang
points which havs heen urged ‘elsewhere.—They take this océasion
to repart some of " the’ consxderatwns which have influenced the ; ‘com-
mittee in arriving at the conclusion that the law of imprisodment for
debt nught to be abolished and expunged from the Statute  Book ~of
Marwlaud They' are udanimously of’ opinion, that'it is unwr‘e,
impolitic.and avjust, oppresive, cruel and vdious. »

[t 18 in a great: ineasuie the result of judieial usurpatton ‘forced
construction, and absurd legal fictions, (ransmxtted asa Ctli'se to. pos-
terity. |
liis an abo'nmable and disgusting relick of that atrocious policy ot
ancient and superstitious Rome, which authorised-the -subjecting of
the debtor’s person to chaing, stripes and ignominy; which sanctioned
the dismembering of his bady, the cutting of ‘it up into pieces, and
the pareelling of them out,to inhuman creditors, in shares ‘proportion-
ed to the amount of debt; or which permitted hls wife and children to
be sold and exiled to perpetual servitude,

[t subjects to a hamiliativg penalty an €stimable citizen, or a help-
fess fellow being, because he is ot endowed with the s!xper-human



