Fellow Cilizens of the Senate,
and of the House of Delegales:

Your being,assembled after the frst election that has been
held since the adoption of the amendments to the Constitutiof, in
regard to the Executive and LPglslative Departments, affords me
an appropriate nccasion to congratulate you, and our fellow-citizens
generally, that those amendments have been effscted without vio-
lence or disturbance in any quarter; without interruption to any of
‘he functions of Government, and in strict conformity with the re-
quirements of the organic law itself. This result, whilst it ilius-
trates beautifully aad bright'y, the forecast of the great and good
men who devised our Form of Government, adds another to the
many testimunies already ind| hbly written in the history of our
country, that the American pe ple are endued with the moderation,
the virtue and intelligence, necessary to fit them for self-govern-
ment. Iam firmly persuaded that those changes were called for
by the exigencies of the times, and by the wishes of a large majority
ofi the people of Maryland; anll { entertain no fear that thesr opera-
tion will prove to be other than beneficial in all future time. Our
Form of Government now, in every respect, exemplifies and vindi-
cates Republican principles = These are the prevailing principles
of the age, and distinguish the institutions of our beloved country,
tcom those of any other in the civilized world. Their influences
and tendencies can never be dangerous, so long as they are fortified
by the lights of education, and restrained by the solemn obligatione
of moral law. It is then, the imperative duty of those who shall
be clothed; from time to time, with the direction of our public af-
fairs, to use every effort to keep the publie mind properly informed;
to devise and peifect schemes, which shall place them within the
reach of every, the humblest citizen, the invaluable means of edu-
cation; to elevate, so far as it can be done, consistently with the
letter and spirit of our laws, the tone of publie: morals; to encour-
age love of order by example, and the delib. rative, cautious enact-
inent of penal statutes; to preserve inviolate, individual rights, and
_the publie fiith; to defend with inexorable determination, the ma-
jesty ol the lsws; and (o pioteet from the rude grasp of demagogues,
the independence of those whose peculiar and delic:te responsibis
lity it is ,to expound it. A democracy, encompassed by influences

such as these, is the most secure and the happiest Governmeat, that
the wisdom and goodness of the Almighty have ever permitted the
|buman intellect to frame,




