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to enahle them to exercise their judgment -to advanty,
the tousth section of the law provides, “ihat the Px‘ég; 1}
dent and Directors, &e. shall have full power and auiy, x
rity to appoint, and at their pleasure dismiss, such eng. o
frer or enpineers, and agent or agents, as. they may.dey ;3
ezoedient &..; and to agres with any- persen or persop i
on behalt of said company, tocut canals, erect dama.ope.;";.*":
feeders, construct tocks, and perform such other worl el
as they shall judge secessary orexpedient for completiye ¢

the canal hereia belore mentioned and described:"but wha P‘
cwnal - had been therein before mentioned and describeg: !

None other than “a aavigable canal from the tide water od R
tbe river Potomac,in.the Dist’ct of Calumbia,to the mout
oi Savage Creek on the north branch of said river, an
extending thence acrosg the Alleghany mountain, tosco §
conve nient point of the navigable waters of the river Ohio,

or some one of its tributary streams,” .

" ¥t seems to me, -thercfore, that it is but to look to the .
pature of .the case, and-the state ot information possessed B
by the Legislature, to discover that the general termsin
which the two termini of the canal ate described, wers
intenticnally, and indeed, .unavoidably used by the Le.
gislature, and that their purpose w.s the very natural and
pecessary ons of leaving to the judgment and discretide 3
of.the company, with the aid of their engincers, the se- |
lection of the precise points of beginning and termination,
as well as the selection of the precise route of the canal, |
o which those points so materially depended.: o

T his opinion derives confirmation from what I under 35
stand to have been the practical exposition of the much 3§
stronger terms used. in the chartes of the Potomac com«
pany, and the exposition sanctioned by repeated acts of
the Legislatores of Virginia and Maryland, from which
the charter flowed.: The object of that charter is siated 18
the preambie to the Virginia act .of 1784, in these worde
W hereas, the exteusion of the navigation of the Potoma i
Siver.from tide water 1o the highest place practicable on it
north branch, will be of great utility, &c;?’ and the pov |
er given to the:companty, in the tourth section of the act
is *1o cut such canals, and.erect such locks, and periora
such other works, as they shail juuge pecessary for oper
ing,improviag, and extending the navigation of the sai
Tiver, above nde water, - to the highest part of the oorl

brench to which navigation can beextended, &c.” Nor, §
it is to be observed, shatithe objeet of this law 1s comp

‘tatively 2 limited ons, 1t is the improvement of: the B#t




