I xliv ‘]

den incursion of an invading foe. For his reply to this
o of his orders, your memorialist begs leave w0 refer
(g his Teport, communicated to the House of Kepresent-
aues by the Secretary of War,

However important such a bulwark, insulating, to &
go-ai extent, as it ‘undoubted! would, the public and
ivate edifices of the city of Washington, might prove,
mnder circumstances of sudden and unforeseen danger,
e andersigned are animated by views yet more enlarg. .
ol in appealing, for the support of their present applicas
don, 0 the provident forecast of a legislature, charged
with the protection of the entire. union, but more espe-
dall. from the pecaliar position of the seat of its opera-
jons, with that of the waters and shores of the Chesa-
peake. ' i '
V.ur memorialists advance, they trust with becoming

L 4 .coce, the apprehension, ot which the anticipation of

- fame danger justifies the disclosure, that, in the con-
 emplated defcnces of the Chesapeake, at the euntrance,
| aué in the viciaity of Hampton Roads, so long as they are

waccompanied by an efficient provision for the.prompt
cosiraction a8 well as equipment of ships of war, near

- e head of the same bay, sufficient precaution witl not
* 1ave been taken, for the security, in future wars, of the

siores and commerce of that bay ; a commerce, may not
your memorialist add, of vast importance, no¢ only to the

.t siates bordering oo this great estuary, of intersected

brits tributary streams, but to the prosperity of the entire
wios, to the 1nterchange of whose commodities, as well

e constant intercourse of whose citizens, this capa-
. tious bay, and the many copiuus rivers which pour their

Waiers iB4o it, serve as &n indispensable tacility.

if cver the entrance of Hampton Roads shall be effec-
tully secured from naval aggresdion, by the fortifications
dwsizned for its defence, and the Navy Yard at Gosport

-

@ o sudden destruction, by a military expedition over
| lind, from the open bay of Lynnhaven, still the experi-

ez of the last. American war demobstrates that the

. mouin of the Chesapeake may be effcctually sealed up,
U by 2y coemy’s squadron lying under the shelter of Cape

LLy /.

T drive such a fleet from its moorings, if saperior to
ol . 5

the xaval force of the United States 10 Hampten Roads,
7oud “e, on ordinary calculation, impracticable, as it

& would wike prove, if attempted by.an inferior squadron,
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