i

jng as we do _the great advantages and facilities g
they give 10 the use of such works; and knowing thatiy,
plans of the United States’ Engineers contemplite aba; HE
in Georgetown, although they had vot been specidy ﬁi |
charged to report upon such an appe-dage but from ther gy
ekill and good judgment, their minds were decided opa B
the importan: ¢ of a basin at the termination of the cogd, g
Assuming these premises, the question is, Where iy
basia be formed with the best economy, combining th
greatest advantages, and giving the greatest benefits and i
fac dities 10 the use of the canal? We canre.dily answet, )
that in our opinion the mouth of Rock « reck unites mor §
advantages, 18 more cconomical and morc vseful, and I
gives greater facilines than any other place betwees dut .
point and the head of tid- water. The advantagesof o8
basin at any ather place above Georgetown, would twead §
o remove the buswmess to it, and injure or desiy I
Georgetown and Washington, 50 far as to make the ves B
sels which navigate the Potomac below Georgetown,g 8
‘up to the basin to receive and deposit * their ladiog: & §
warchouses would be there, and the basiness of the e+ §
pal would be there. : . i :
" It may be said by some persons Dot copversant Witk o
the form and construction and manner of using the most
approved canal hoats, that the hoats might descend into 8
the river at some pois t below the old locks, and float dowe 8
or be towed down to Washington, or Georget:wn ad {3
Alexandria. This it is true, mightbe done, vut it woakl
be aticnded with risk and extra expense and dclay, aud
would be lound very inconvenient and injurious tothe g
econmy and uscfulness of this great undertakiog.
It may be s.id that it is expensive forcing the canal
_through Georgetown; this is true—but it ought to be co
sidercd that as ther. has heen no plan by any Engine:
contcmplated without a bagin, as the United S es’ Ee-
ine 18 contemplateil a basin acar the market in Geargt
tow s the question ariscs whe ther the advantages of car
‘rying the cangl from the market to Rock creck, are 8¢
greater than Al the ¢ Xoensest  We believe that the
ac o the wole and basin at Rork creek when completed |
wili be much greater than the « Zpense of making the o §
pal and mole trom the market to Rock creck. Welbe §
lieve 1t moncy well laid out or invested, if -the comysd ¥
choose to sell their night and privileges 00 the mole
basiu (and without interfecing in any way with the 8
yigauon. of the capal,j morc moaey mght be




