.1 = +Companies D'and K,

s . .quarters of*

- sa blie-laid” detter paper,’ quité:as- com-

-, ‘monly wused: as:the’ *white-laid,’’ and.Lcan

* | :scarcely think- it comes ‘within theprosecrip-
- .-tion of the.act: of:agsembly:: The -object: of
‘that:prohibition was to prevent the judge or
" any one.élse from knowing, by thedifferent
. ,color “of the -ballots, ‘for “what 'party-or-on
-+ iwhich side of a question’ s ‘voter: voted—an
., -Object - that: wag., wholly :unnecessary: in - the
.. ~case in:question, ag all:tha ballots of the com-
'~ pany, of. every:'hue, were ‘on the:sams:side.
- But even if these b‘a{ld'tsiwéré_‘on.‘a.'.p'rohibiled
- :kind of paper,-the :.1aw. puts-upon. the judge
. . the duty: of-rejecting ‘them, - declaring ' that
.~ "ballots -80 printed: ¢ shall' not be -received:by
., :said jndges,’>-and-I have'no-greater power-to
~ .+ reject them:than I would -have - to: reject’any.
. -ether illegal:ballot ;which: they bad - received.
. 1..The voté:of a company: of recruits at:.Camp
... Bradford ‘is-objected . td on ‘the:ground, .as. I
- - understand it, that . thiey-are not'yet assigned.
- to-any regiment., I bave already. noticed the
~ ' ‘objection taken to thejvotes of .companies-un-
" . ; connected: with' a- regiment, ‘and 1 ‘perceive
.~ Mothing in the condition of this company that
© . .particulaily distinguishes:it from-other unat-
-+ takhed:companies, If it is:a'-company-—so
- -far Organiged. 43 to bejunder a’company: com-
.. mAander, it'would seem to have the same right
. 'to.vote at-his quarters’§js any other company
- -7 ‘mot:connected :with a regiment. " :The: return
- 'sets forth'that it'is-*‘ a company: of ‘recruits ’>
- . .==tbat they are: “ia the military service of the
_ ., United States;”’: and a company:officerof 'one
- - of the-Maryland regiments appears ag jts com-
- ;. manding- officer, makes the: return; and . cer-
. tifiegithat the'election-was held at his quarters..
. ‘This; I-think, embraces every necessary ayer-
~.ment to-entitlé the comparny to vote,> [.i: -

RS LK, of the 1st-regiment of
- cavalry, it is objected, . voted togetier. : It ap-

R .pears - that ‘there - were only four- votes in7the

.| twd companies, and the. commissioned. officer.
- -'who took-them describes: himself in: the re-
© 1 turn: xaekthe -commanding officer’of 'the' said
/- -twa.‘companies, and ‘the strong- presuinption

~;is that. thetwo' had| been- consolidated.": ]
 think it ‘but ‘reasonable: 80 to- consider: them;;-
- and nceept their fourvotes, <. vl

. i proceed now tg riotice briefly somie.objecs
4| tiona-to the sufficiency of;jother retitrns that

~.-X.think: better :founded.!'- The vote:of:ithe:

- . whole 1st regiment of | infantry is objected.to

" .. - onthe:ground that:the entire:regiment, in-
R atead:gfﬁotlnfp'y-cbmpanies at:the head-
s of each company commander, voted.
ther at one:regimental polls, «:i+-is %y =
o é:learned -counsel appeating in-.support
.~ . of thése returns have!endédvored : to-sustain
.. ", thig oneupon the ground that d separate list
.| of the. vdters ‘of each:\companyi accompanies
~~'theicertificate of the -judges;. from: tha caption

¢ sofiwhich:lists it would-seem’thit:the" voters
+* . therein named-had deposited their ballots: ‘s at

:
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. ». - the-qoarters of  the commanding- officer " of
Bo?q&;:.gtl;me -captions

.- eaid;companies.:

o vaem

f .

might héib; sretum :otheivéié& : iniuﬁiciéﬁt,' .

‘clares: that ‘they: were the=judges-of:.the lat
“regiment, but ‘that - they. opened the polls. for

.8aid regimentat the quarters of.the command- -
‘ing’officer of said regiment,; and in,two places
erase thé - printed -word -company and. ingert, - - -

- “Urider such- circumstarices Tt Is difficalito . -

presume that each:company.:voted at its com--

pany:quarters. as required, and I feel com~
pelled to reject their-vote, . 2=y iy o

poll -at a. propertime.and-place, and. taken .-
‘the  votes of a portion of :each company, sev- -

eral days afterwards-re-opened. the polls .and - -
‘received'in:one: company..twenty-one and'in -

‘tha other fifteen votes of men who were-either

‘was no -authority : for a second-

these. votes must -be rejected. ! - .«

dny's voting, -

|- Objection-is lso- well taken fo the votes'of .-
‘fourteen persons:who voted at:tho quarters of - -

company I, 1st Eastern Shore regiment. This

appears: by’ s memorandum: indorsed 'upon - _; '
‘the list of voters and certified by the captain,

who stated that these.fourteen soldiers,.‘*ab- -
gent from - their - proper  command,'’ voted. .at -
the polls. of this company; and, as the whola'

number of votes polledby:the.company, 133, - - '

-were given *‘for:the constitution,’’: there is

no difficulty in making :the deduction, . . {.;- .
“*:The vote of. thirtern field. and staff officers, - -
‘voling in the 5th and:8th regiments, at spe- .~
cinl polls. opened for such officers, must also- " -
be’ rejected. It is: unnecessary to determine -
‘whether :their vole could have been- taken at . -

either of ths' company polls of their respec-
tive regiments, or’'whether .the. convention

bas neglected altogether:to provide for their ' ‘
.vote; but it fis certain,” F-tkink, that they . =~
could not vote as théy-have dond at a special .- -

poll, . and: their - votes ‘will be: deducted.” In
three’ other. cases, embracing: in all, I think,

by the returning :judges, the objection is sus-

tained.: The sum of the votes 8o deducted,

for reasons apparentou the:face ofthe return,
amounts-to 285 votes for and 5 against:the

coostitution ;:and.leaves the.number counted - -

on the soldiers' -vote 2,633 for.and 263 againat *
‘the constitution. : The aggregate of the-bome-

20,799 "against, the adoption; of - the ‘consti~ -

tution,«fi i i e S AR ATt
/] ‘regret ‘that the .multiplicity of ‘the: objec-..

tions suggested, and the ‘short time allowed = -

they ‘cannot control or-countradict the express - .
cartificate of - the: judges, which.not only.de- . -

25 Another well founded' objection is made. to. . -
the votes taken:at a -second - election” in two -
-companies’(F. and 1,) ‘of: first.Eastern:Shore -~ .
‘regiment. - These companies haviog opened'a . -

absent or declined to vote at-the first election.” .
‘This- fact appeara:by.o note-annexed by-the = - .
judge to:the:foot of the réturn,’and as there . -

{eight ¥votes of persans voting at- company - -
quarters with which they had no connection, . . -
and'where the facta are so noticed and reported - -

-and goldiers’.vote: then being 30,174 forand . - -

-since the conclusion. of thediscussion:to-day, .~



