- the conventlon 1astnight durmg thedebnte on
" this firstsection.. ] mustadmit that I wasnot
only surprised but dlsnppomted when 1 first
learned that such a proposition had been enter-
tained in this convention. The queshon arises,
under what law are the people in the State of

. .Maryland powliving, and under what consti-

tation are they living?. Can any part of the
‘constitution which we now ‘propose to adopt,

* . in any wise or in -uny manner affect the peo-
* - ple in this State until-it"is declared by the
. people of the State tmbe ‘the constifution, If
“one part of thia constitution can be made to

. affect the people of - the State of Marylund be-

- fore it is' submitted to- them, and before . it
receives & majority.of the qualified voters of
“the Smle, why not at once declare it ag the

" constitution of the State? - If:you can mnke’

.one section of this constitution take effect
upon the neople of this Stite before you.sub-
1hit it to them, with equal propriety you can
.declare the .whole at once the constitution
and let it have all: the force that yougive lo

oue part of it. - What i the. consutuhon
: nnder which we. now live? . Not- the one we
- . propose to adopt, but the constitution framed
- in 1850. - It i3 the-qualified voters of the
- State who now have the right to vote.
. any proposition or-any clause passed by the
legislature affect the old conatitution?  Will
_ gentlemen in-this house prefend .to gny- that

the last legislature could pass a laiv.in direct

" - contravention to the old constitution ?: - - Mr.

- President, I am astonished. :What are con-

' stitutions made. for?: Whht are they ? | The |

constitution embodies the orgamc law of the
~ State. - Thre constitution ag it now exists pre-
gcribes what shall be the quahﬁcntnons of the
“voters of tlie State of Maryland.  Even sup-

" pose that the last legislatnre had said i in terms

" direct and explicit, thatevery man in the
State.of Maryland should be required to take
~_this -oath, have the. legislature. the power to
destroy the congtitution. as- it exists 2 Have

they -the power to: deﬁT‘oy the. fundatnentnl'

law of the land?
I have been.informed' that men argue thnt
. they havea r:ght to.insert this test oath, be-

" cause thatis i in: the law under which the con-

“vention. itself is called, - Is there any’court
- in the State of Maryland thut would entertain
- a view of this-kind ? . Suppose the legislature

passes. any-unconstitutional ‘law.; how will
_“-courts treat it 7:" I say that if the Inst legisln-

‘ture bad snid in terms as exphclt and pldin
they ‘could have. expressed it,. that no man

" fa.the State should vote ‘without taking this

oath, no court would say that that law was
constntuhonal -1 assure gentlemen here thut-
‘my. people will stand . by that constitution
until it is set ‘aside. ' The day is- fust waning
~ - in-‘the horlzon when the nghtsof freemen can
.- be trampled i in the dust, . The organic luw of

~our land prescribes what shall be the. qualifi-
cations of votersof this State; dnd T assure

o gentlemen that if Ibe the only man in my

_-county, I will -dare tonppmnch tbe poﬂs, and
I will dare to say to those ‘jndges, here is. my

tDoey

-they can do the other.: o
‘that any court of ]usuca or any court of law - -

ballot under the Jaw of my State, under the -
constlmllon a3 it now-.exists, I -will dare
further- If they refuse that vote [ will proge-
cute them to. the ntmost limit of the. law ; and
if there be no justice in the land oniside ot‘ the

-courts, T hope there to bring them to justice,
and1 hope there to visit upon their heads -

that punishment which the law has prescribed,
thut. puoishment which they cannot escape
from under the law which ‘exists, of which -
this convention cannnt -alter one tittle vor -
one iota until it is spproved by the people.

And. I belieye’ that I'am not. the only free |

man in Montgomer) county that will dare to.
ndopt this-course..
there, greater than Ifim, yet who chérish the
rights of freemen ns dcnrly a8’ do, and they .
will dare.to stand in thie same place and as-
sert.our rights .in the courts of the Stnle a8
they now exist. ;
. How is the organic ] lnw of tlns Stnte to’ be
changed ?. Thelaw laysit down here thatthis
conventipn shall nss-‘mble, that it shall adopt
a hew constltuhon, not a constnutlon to af- .
fect the people of the Siate of Mnrylund now, -
or that shall affect them in any time hereafter, .
until it shall first be submitted to the people,
aud until it.shall receive ‘the sanction of a
majority of the qualified voters of the State.
But ‘before I dwell particularly upon. that
'pomi’I will make another. . .. :
If we'have a right to require this oath we -
have a nght to require anything else. - If this.
convention can incorporate into the organic.
law which they propose to the freemen of this
State, an oath which must now directly bear
upon the people of -this State, why not at
once require every man to swear that he will
vote for this constitution, and say that unless
he shall- take that. outh be shall not be per-
mitted to voteatall? 1f they can do the one,
T unhesitatingly say.

will sustain me in this view. .WHy notsiy that

‘no man, unless be isin fivor of- abolition,

shall vote upon the -constitution? " If you. '
propose to put nn_ythmg of this kind into the

consututaon, which is to have any effect upon: -

the - people of this State, -why not make it
plain sniling? ' Why not cut all the timbers
out of the road and mike a highway for this -

party which seema. to go upon 'the princjple -
of rule-or,ruin? ~Why try to smoothe the -
‘matter over? Why try to cover. it up with a.

little tingel?. - Why try to-give ghape to-that
which -has no shape, to’ give power to that

‘which. has - no power,.to .give llfe to that o

whlch is'dead and. Wlthout. life? .. .
If we are to usurp powers here, and act out

boldh and in’ defiance of ‘the law and the

constitution of this State as.it now is, do not

submit the matter to the people at all.. ‘Do
not let us hiaven mere form .of mockery; &~
form of godlmcss, 1 mlghtsay, whlle we deny -

"1 believe thére are others . -




