0 PROCEEDINGS of the CONVENTION
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"The queftion was then put on the whole article, and refolved in the affirmative. b |
The order of the day that the Convention will refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole, to confider
farther of the form of government for this ftate, being read, the fame was referred till to-morrow.
Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

S UND A Y, November~ 3, 1776,

CONVENTION met. All members prefent as on yefterday, except Mr. Ringgold, Mr. H. Wil-
fon, Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Jordan, Mr. Potter, Mr. J. Mackall, Mr. B. Hall, Mr. Sprigg, Mr. Hammond,
and Mr. J. Wilfon. The proceedings of yefterday were read.

On motion of Mr. T. Wright, That the following be inferted as an article in the declaration of rights
¢¢ That if the eaftern or weftern fhore {hall hereafter judge it for their intereft and happinefs to feparate from
the other, their right fo to dv'is hereby acknowledged.” An amendment was propofed by Mr. Ewing to
be inferted after the words ¢¢ that if,” in the words following, ¢ a majority of qualified voters in elections in
cvery county on.” Upon which amendment the queftign was put, and refolved in the affirmative. The
queftion on the article fo ameaded was then moved for, and the previous queftion called for and put, Whe-
the faid queftion be now put? Cartied in the negative. ’
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The Convention having gone through the declaration of rights, paragraph by paragraph, the fame was
amerided, and-agreed to as follows: _ -

The DECLARA'TI‘ON of RIGHTS.

The parliament of Great-Britain, by a declaratory a@®, having affumed a right to make laws to bind
the colonies in all cafes whatfoever, and in purfuance of fuch claim endeavoured by force of arms to fubju-
ate the United Colanies to an unconditional fubmiflion to their will and power, and baving at length con-
ﬁrained them to declare themfelves Independent States, and ta affume government under the authority of the
people, Therefore We, the delegates of Maryland, in free and full Convention affembled, taking into our
moft ferious confideration the beft means of cftablithing a good conftitution in this ftate, for the furer foun-
dation, ‘and more permanent fecurity thereof ; Declare, .
+1. That all government of right originates from the people, is founded in compact only, and inftituted
folely for the good of the whole. - ’ . o
2. That .the. people of this ftate ought to bave the fole and exclufive right of regulating the internal go-
vernment and police thereof. : '
S - _ 3. That




