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.. TO THE PEOPLE OF MARYLAXD.
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- s~ Billy” artfully entilled
27 the Convention of the Protestant Episks
"~ pal Church in Maryland,’” fo prodife
vy Qar they say) mot their own intereits, 38

' -+ the interests of \* tirtuc and rcligion Sy -
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op Claggett and Pérson Bend's Chureh
‘$,A till to tacelye
" perite (dut donestly speaking, to establish)

=

R -.'-.-LI -n;._t‘-l; = T . ecesescse _ " :*‘!‘.:-*“i.:g .3
* - THE objections to this bill from jits

" titlé to -its conclusion, are too  obvious to

. escape the most catcless observer,

‘ 1_\#:1 1Ne
corporation of the Convention of the !’rq-

£ ©

that my

: I.; r. tt!tl.l'!l Eplg,c?pa‘- c.hu’rch,‘ L pon ;l'ly i_c'rml

imagination can suggest, would

. not tend to the advancement of religion in.

»

~or of the Protestant Episcopal
church in particular. The vestry act.of
1798, y creates totporate bodies in every

.parish;_f:s‘t:d with ‘ample powers to do,

all things essential to the promotion of real

- andyital religion ; every parish or congre-
gation, either does or can possess this cor-’

rate bg'ui)’.-__ aid therefore 13, or may be,

'~ in the enjdyment.of all the advantages to
- be dersved fiom it.. To what s ful pur-

psee, the attention of this Coavention can
mhrected.' under an art of tncorporation,

which they ‘cannot’perfoim at present, |

" ‘know not, but surc I am, that if any such

purposes do exist, they are not to be found

1n the provisions of this bill,

- Against the first enacting clause, several
great abjections prescut themeelves—first,

a selforreated, self-clected bndr; are cloth-

. i

ed with important and general powers—y.

sccondly, 6o :parish, congregatou, or
other portion of the people of Maryland,

poss=ss any power or controul aver thi
- comporate body in the right of election,
~and tngdly, 1t is vested with unlimited

pawer 1n- the acquisition of funds, both?

reil and personal, in absolute contraven-

tion of both the-letter and spirit of the
- bt of rights, and of the invasiable tenor
‘aud principle of all other laws upon simi-

Jur sutjects. ‘The firt and second objec-.

higher
lirg - to- justify thatarticle of our Bill-of
Rights which' limits the accamu
funda in every churéh ja Maryland, The
wenerable patriots who frimed the Consti-
tution; undrvided by party di
ing ‘no object but their.country’s
e i

against that church domination and eccle-
siastical tyranny which prevailed 4ere in
s 61d times,"’’ when every . tixahle head:
had to pay 40 pounds of ‘tobacco towards
the ¢ cstadlished cAurch.’’ -~ ‘

-to lb

- . ..'."l

shall not enter into A long train
n'.of
pu E,‘ 'diﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂ!. ‘ -

this article as a security in

"The fifth and sixth clauses of this bill

gave the Convention™ power to appoint a
committée to consist of their President and
Sccretary, -that is, Bishop Claggett and
Sccretary “~-Bead, which committee are
“vested with most extensive andunwarrant-
able
lation indeed, to vest a corporate body
,with power-to appoint a2 committee for
‘certaitf purposes and then to
committee shall consist of,
President and secretary, or rather, | might
ask, wliy are Bishop Claggett and Parson’

powers, . It isa phedomenon in legis-

say who that'
\Jhy’ are the

Bend fixed upon to go this circuit, and
exercise the vast, important and dangerous
powers given to the committce by that
bill 2 If it was needful for the Convention
int a committee at all, why not
give them the whole range of that body
for sclection 2 The reason of this is too

.evident to rcqgicrc an answer—Mr. Clag-

gett and Mr. Bend were viewed as fit in-
struments to carfy into execution the am-
bitious, intolerant and mercenary schemes
of themselves and the friends of" this hill,
But what are the powers conferred upon
this unaspiring, g:ucnly—minﬂcd coms-
mittee, this sclfesame Bichop Clayoett &
Parson Bend 2 Read the bill with attene
tion, and yoy will find them clothed with
greater powers than ever were given to any
two men in Maryland sines the Declana-
tion of Independence—a Turkish bashaw
or an Eastern nabob, or even the Bishop
of Cauterbury and York themselves,
could hardly ask for more. . T hey would
have had by this bill, the power of mak-
ing a tour of the state, through every pa-
rish whete there is no clergyman employ-
ed, and vestry or no vestry, to sweep all
our church proferty into their strong box,
and if they should happen to be displeased

. rAnd yet,” people of. Ms
b et cah s A vall

an tanoceni—~a

.Jand, when they have power to do so ?—
Yes.w=Are you prepared then, -to place

.J' mercy and cont

nall.the counties,’ |
add insult td injury, by telling you this s
 harmless bil}?  Yesg—Do
they not villify the Senaté 'for ~having:re-.
jected it 2 Yes~—If then; they believe it
to be proper and correct, as you alt'know
they say it is, are they not bound by their
own declarations to thake it the law of the

your persons and . property thus under the.
of the Convention of
the Protestant Episcopal Church in Maty.
land? If, citizens of Maryland, after &

seven years® war to obtain it, thirty shart

'I;Id"_d‘;ttﬁ;‘ii sd‘.. B - . S LY '
' accordingly, he did proclaimeit, T0 <
Independent ‘of this:elucidation;
derived from the.words of the non--
Adntercourse law  under - which’the
chief magistrate acted, the subject
is susceptible of a' very conclusive
“construciton fromn the circumstance
‘that it was notorigusly the intention
of congress that intercourse. should
be renewed with the belligerents re-
_rifmct'ii'cly, whenever France or Great

I-‘-’_
e

eht’s - ddty” to "proclaim it wrfd;

ritain should aniouce a definnive

‘rivhts 3 and more especially if either

ears of religious freedom have ehded in } of- those powers should propose a
oathing it, then Liberty, thouartindeed, § cotemporanesus abrogation of  the
but the shade of a dream—DNMontgomery | edicis and of the embargo. 1f the

and Warren have surrendered their lives in
exchanee for a bauble, and the best blood
of America lrds owed only to prove the
fatal, unhappy tendency of mman to dege-
nerate—but, away witll such glmmr
forebodings ; fruth and patrictism. shall
triumph over freaton and falseAood, and
Maryland shall be free from the shickles

of ecclesiastical tyraany. |
A Prantgn of Printe George's.-
YOR THE MARTLAND REPUBLICAN. _

Was the President of the United Stales
autBorssed to tssuc Ais Proclamations
of April, and of August, 1809 ?

A question has been snfxbmittcd to
the public, whether the president of
the United States, in issuing his pro-
clamations of the 19:h of Apnl and
of the Yth of August, 1809, relative
to the restoration and to the inter-
diction of commercial intercourse
between the United States and Great-
Britan, is justified by the laws of
the land ? If those who have pro-
posed the query bave urged it fl:um
doubts that are sincerely entertained,
their minds will unﬂuesﬁonably be
»open to cvery candid consideration
of the subject which can produce

SCNSC 29 very just reasaning

"~ tion to this clause are necessarily blended

tosether, and the same arguments will
apply to both—un incorpuration either in
church or state, of a sclfecreated, seif-
e'2cted body, and over whom no portion
of the pzople ate vested with any power

in the right of elcction, . must be admitted
by every cufdid intellizent man, to be in®

direct hostility to the genius of our repub.

- Lican sastitut:ons, and dangerous in the

o

. extremne, both to civil and téliginut libes-

ty.
tempr of the kind ever made in the state,

Puis bill s, pcfhaps. the first at-

and | believe it may with confidence be

‘asserted, tnat if the whole code of the

7 laws of :\hryl:ln:.-i wete scarched with the

utmost citcumspection, there would beno
insrance found, citlier in church or state,
of a law gving important and graeral

,.';:'"I;n_ni.r:ls tn any bodv of inrn, who created

themnselves,gwho, fill up their own vacan-

cies, and who are under no respons.bility

L
%

fur their'condact, to any portian of the
prop'e, by penodical election”  Thrs bill

.- Bave fo:the Convention general powets
" ~over the property and concerns of aitizeus

-wehaare not represented therein. Campare

th's bill with the principics ingrafted 1 the
Dechration of Amenican Independence—

compare it with those principles of civil
and religions freedom for which our fi-
thers fought, bled, and conquered, and

you will find it to be totally repuynant
thereto—Yes, citizens of Marvland, it
was laid dnwn as a maxim in the year °76,
~as unchanaeable as the laws of the Medes
and Persians, that no portion of the people
of these Uaited States should be bound,
-either in theyg persons or.their property,

by

the’laws of any body of inen, over

B whom they have no controul by their clec-
tive franchise. ~This bill not only gave

-

extensive and

encral powers tn the Con-

.vention, specifically laid down,but it like-

~ wise gave them the power to make laws,
and to carry thase laws mto effcct to an

undefined extent—it erected them into an
absolute aristocratical body, with legisla-

tive, executive and judicial powers,

i

'The third objection is_one which inge.
nuity itself cannot distort, or sophistry
gloss over—Can we bzlieve that the Ira.
mer, and the friends of this hill werc 1gno-
rant of the most important feature in our
Bil of Rights, and the provisions of all
other laws for the incorporation of chuiche
es? No—such an i1dez cannot be admite
ted for a moment; particularly when we
know that Bisttor CrageerT and Pane

son BrLnNp were: two of the petitioners—
~that Mr. ArTuur Suaay, Mr. R. C.

Stoxe and Mr, GALg, (three federalists,
and Two of themn lavycrs, out of five

membeis on the committee in 139;) und
also the politics and information of My,

Cuaexan, C, Dorsey, and Eruaain

Kina WirLson, who composed the whole
year -which this
law was smuggled, two days only belure
the close of the session, throuzh a federal
House of Delegates, with ths exception of
the last clause, which happeued 10 be dis-
covered by, and struck out, at the insti-
gation of a democtatic lawyer—yet in po-
sitive contradiction to the Bill of Iights,
~‘gnd the yniforma tenor of all other church

committee in 18093, the

with the cunduct of any vestry, they may
institute 2 suit against them, and drag

them arbitrarily before a court of justice.

Now, I appeal to every candid man, |
ask every freeman of Magyland,~ify when
they clected. their delegates, they intended
or wishtd them to confer'on Bishop Clig-
gett, Parson Bend, or any other two men,
such tyrannical and despotic powers ?—
You choose honest and respectable mes

ol vnue vicinare (or vestrvmen. and vnder
L = J--‘ v & s LA N .“‘-J ----- ' -----------

the solemn o;hgztinm,uf an oath, they
proceed to manage all the concerns of the
church, they are responsiéle to yow for
their conduct by annual clection, amdyou
have confidence in them, Over this Con-
vention and over this committce, you
have no controul, they are bound by no
t'e whatever tn consult yvur iuterest or
convenience, fAry ate totally unacquainted
with you und your conceras, there does
not exist even the obliration of an ozth, as
a security for their good behaviour.  But
stull, my feilow-citizens, tuis Convention
and this committee are vested with the
pawer of taking zll the property and other
concerns of the church out of the hands
of the vestries, {vour immediate represene
tatives, compose of your neigzhbours and
acrjuaintances, anid dound te you by mutu-
al ties of friendsmp and local interests,)
and are not bound by any provision in
that bill, to render an account of their
official conduct to the people of the parish,
whose property and other concerns they
may think proper to interfere with. The
most important affairs of the church, are
put into the bands of men, with whom
their own whim, avarice or caprice, form
the only rule of conduct, and who are not
bount to make any report to us, or shew
any cause for their proceedings, whatever
they may be.

. People of Maryland, when thetime ar-

rives that your minds are prepared to sanc-
tion a domination, and tyranny of this
kind, then indeed, may you bid farewell,
an eternal farewcll to every principle of
civil and religious liberty~Ametica will
no longer be viewed as the last solitary
spot on the globe, where the pEOPLE are
perinitted to gosera themselves, by equal
and permancat latv:s of thcir 0wn formalion ;
where man understanding the rights of inan,

135 no longer a mere beast of the fieidy but
Jeels hinsclf in spirit anxd sn trth, the

tmase of his God,

‘The last section of this all, which was
struck out at the instance of a democratic
lawyer, an:d is now attempted to be with-
hicld from the people, appears to cap the
climax of ecclestastical amlition—not con-
teut with giving-to this corporate body
specific powers of the moat extravagant
naturc, this scction erects them into a com-

lete Jegislative body, with powers to
;n:kt laws, to create taxes by laws, and
then to compel payment of those taxes, in
case we shoni! be unwilling to pay them.
It is certainiy uunecessary to make any
cominent unon this part of the hil, 1
sliould deam it an insult to your under-
standings tn’tell you, that the Convention
ought not have power to make laws of any
kiad,, much less to tax us for relizious

o a

conviction as to the error or the cor-

president was not to issue his procla-
mation till the orders in council had
“beew withdrawn, that fery citcum-
stance would have afforded 2 pretext
for the English to pessevere, "inas-
much as they could have said, that
however willing they were to tneet
-the United States upon equal terms,
yet they could not consent to take-
the first step. Congress w::::prf:s.slirl
- - § wished to avold giving
| ministry and room toh

the Englis

old such lan-

guage; and, therefore they so framed
Il:'ha:: nun-intercourse law, that its sus-
pension should not depend upon a
pust but a futurc contingency ; that
1S, upon a certain assurance of revoe-
cation, provided our laws were not
suspended previously to the day on
which the British orders were to be
withdrawn.

So much for the first proclamation.

Let me now examinethe presidential
powers with regard to the proclama-
tion of August last.

It will be adinitted by all men of
that if

DY

the exccutive of the United Siates
bad issued his proclamation of the

19:h day of April 31809, restoring

canmercial intercourse between the
United Srates and Great Britain, be-
fore the government of England had

. Con

matier. )
ded to the subject, they have referred
cxpressly to the provisions of  the
non-intercourse law ; and it is_ re-
markable, that in the ¢ act 10 amend
and countinue in' force certain parts
of the act, entitled .** an-act to 1uter-

r_t_-.-_'._'

) Df.'

They cau-
any resolu-

Whenever they bave allu-

pected that con-

d proclamation; confines hfmselfc: -
tﬂ:_ the dcclataﬁbh A4 lﬂlt -the -lra'.'de,, i
46 senewable on’the event of the gaid: |
¢¢ ordess  being ‘withdrawn, istobé. .
¢« considered.as under”the’ operation.
‘¢ of the several.acts b
*¢ trade wes saspend
. .l‘{. 13 not to be ex ,
erress would evey: provide before hand . .
‘and by a positive law, for the failure
of -an_arrangement of the kind, be- . -
cause that would be to express an.
opinion of the-probable treachery
resolution to Tespect our neutral - 13 forcign guvcmmcm-bqforc any cir-
cumstance had transpired to jusufy
‘a doubt : it would also be-such an. .
affront as no nation could well over-
look. ~ But, if suspicion. existed as
to the fidelity of a cabinet, congress - -
would take careso to enact their laws
as to lcave room for the  recurseace
of such a state of things as they .
might wish to exist in case their sus- .
picion shuuld be realized.” This-is -
- precisely what congress did at their
session of May last.
tiously avoided passqu
tion or enacting any

y which -such. -~

_

aw about the

- - 5 3 |

- Y ) . ' "f gl

i g e o i r it . . 5B ST e }-‘4:‘*' Y Ty L o# by e E o

coM|d ‘ot : hive acnt’ oilviite ;ahé | then. cama 2h; and 4ok the fesponsi=i sy v

. ra ‘bad‘nd option;dnleds he hith chosen” | bility' from himiy - Thd eveas . did 5,
0, 8 ;- ¥t} tike upon’ hiniself ¢ mioft aitor: | ‘happetr; in: the ety masuverrequired.: .-

- N R MEVET Ty P S Uil 1 13 D o9 PP R e SR b h o'f S " > ' 5
* Wt > [ mods responsibility i Ag:Boon™as | DYt e act ot congress ,I?_B’c’na, € Serrus -
arishes for the -this-Bnglish ambassador,” foghiis sov~: § quel, it .was not consunmmated 3 con= <t
0fly minth § mgh,tﬂnann'&edthf;.lhe rders’in .ﬁeemgghtht;ﬁmmm‘ ";ff
O e - RONTCE 1 coyncil would positively be ‘restitided: | ‘the president was nugdtary ;-and the .
or an -y g i Sadeiootr Ly todabyd | SFIPEI0 . : _ ~ s b g

P Chggett and Parmoo Deids OLYZE o the 10th;of ‘June, it wihierpres: | ptesident; very “properly, in_his.ge- '

i

dict the commercial intercourse be- -

tween the United Stawes and Great
Britain, France and their dependen-
ctes, and for other purposes,’”’ the
essential and vital provisions of the
non-iutercourse law are
agatnst Eongland as well as against
I'rance, and it is declared that they
‘¢ shall continue in ** force until the
end of the next sessiva of congress'”
with this single proviso : *‘thar noth-

“¢¢ ing therein contained shall be con~

‘¢ strited to prohibitany trade or com-
‘s mercial intercourse which has been
‘¢ or may be perpitted in nn‘farm:ly

revived -

*¢ with the provisions’of the eleventh

rectness of the procedure of the ex-
ccutive,
not hesitate to avow my impressions
to be in support of the legal propn-
Cl?

For my own pan, 1l do

of buih proclammations; and

indicated its intention to withdraw
the orders in council, that :hen the
proclamation would have beenillegal,
and contrary to the provisions of the
eleventhsection of thenuusintersourse
Jaw. “‘This being granted (and no

¢ section of the said act.” Thus cau-

sing the whole question to rest upon -
the fulfilment or non-fulfilment of

Mr. Erskine’s arrangements with

our government,- by referring to.the s

clause of that law in virtue of which

=
'

without further preface or digressivn,

I proceed to cite that pruvision of

the non-intercourse law which emn

powers the chief magisirate to re-
new the vperations of trade between

America and England.

By the cleventh section of that.
' presi-

law it is enacted, *¢ That the

*¢ dent of thie United Statesbe, and he

‘¢ is hereby authorised, in case etther

one, [ presuime, will dispute it) wnat
ditfference is there between a revoca-

tion of the otdets not promisad, and

a revocation promised but not fulfill-
ed ¢ Every person can sceata glance

that there 1s not the smallest ditrer-
ence.  Whercfore, as Conpress, at

their session of May 16809, enacted no

law t0 renew commercial 1ntercourse
with Great Britain, and the oondi-

the president issued his first procla-
mation, and by declaring that the .
renewal of .“¢ any trade or commer-

¢¢ cial intercourse”” must depend
upon its being *¢ permitted in confor-
*¢ mity with the provisions of the ele-

‘¢ yeuth section of the said act.’”
Aud, as the ‘¢ confarmity”’ was pre-
vented by the British ministry, of
course there is no permission to trade

*¢ France ur Great-Britain shall so
‘“ modify her edicts as that they:

¢« ghall cease to violate the neutral
‘¢ coimnmerce of the United States,
‘“ to declare the same by proclamna-
‘¢ tion.”” Let these expressions be
analyzed.. ** In case etther France
¢ or Great-Britain shall so revoke or
¢ modify her edicis, as that they
‘¢ [the edicts] shall cease to violste
*“ the neutral commerce of the Unit-
‘¢ ed States.”’ It will be remarked
that the words of the law do not re-
quire an absolute, unconditional re-
vocation of the edicts to have taken
place previously- to the president’s
1ssuing his proclamation ; but mere-
ly that ¢ E'uncc or Great-Britain
‘¢ shall so revoke or modify them, as
‘¢ that they shall ccase to violate™
our commerce. The verdb *¢ shall”
indicates a fufure period. If con-
grress had intended that the edicts
should have been rescinded befure
the promulgation of the executive
proclamnation, they would have said

‘¢ shall Agve ceased,’’ and not ** shall
The adverb ** 59'° relates to

cecasc. :
the mode in which they might be re-

tion upon which the president’'s pro-
clamation of Apil nineteenth 1809,
was issued, having failed by the re-
fusal of the British miaistry to ratify
Mr. LBrskine's arrangement, . that
ptoclamation became null and voud.
Itis impossible to conceive a case
mnore clear and unequivocal. Con-
jyreess pranted the president of the
United States power to issue a pro-

with England.

-
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THE EXAMINER.
(Costinued from vor List. )

voked or modified.

It remains to be

ascertained, whether the British or-
ders in council were ¢¢ so’* abrogated

as to afford the nceessary safety.

On the 1Uth of April, 1809, Mr.

matton,

clamation if a certain thing should
in a certain way occur ; that thing
did occur, and was sanctioned by the
solemn and othcial pledge of an ac-
credited minister ; the president then
issucs the proclamation : but even-
tually, the sanction and the pledge
of the ninister are not cnnﬁr:hirﬁ,
and the thing whose occurrence was
necessary to the issuing of the. pro-
clamation, 1s as if 1t had ncver hap-
pencd. Of course congress having
enacted nothing to the contrary, the
state of thinus which existed . p-ec-
viously to the issuing.of the prsocia-
recurs. My opinion 1is,
that if the president had never issued
his proclaination of August 1809,
the non-intercourse law, 1n all its
original force, would have revived
the momeant the American govern.

ment was officially notified thatthe
British cabinct had refused to venfy

Mr. Erskine's arrangements 3’ and

Tis1s then is my chargeagainst the

federal party, meaning always, when
I speak of views decidedly unpatri-
otic, the tory Stratum, and the am- -
bitious lcaders and factious partizans

of it, that in their ardor to recover
the possession of power, and of a/l
power, (for nothing less will serve
them) they have determined by every
possible methad to embarrass and
disgrace the republican administra-

tion, though at the iinmineny haz-
ard of destroying the government
itself, by breaking that bond of union

by which alone 1t does or can exist.

They have acted the part of the falze

mother 10 holy

ing to have the child cut 1n two,

writ © who was will-

rather than to let the true one keep
possession of it. ‘They have 1llus-
trated the fable of the envious man,
who, because -his neighbour was tu
share with him, in a double portion,
of good and cvil, desired one of his

Erskine wrote to Mr. Secretary
Smith, saying, ¢ I am authorised

‘¢ to declare that his majesiy’s or-

¢ ders in council of January and

¢« November 1807, will have been
¢ withdrawn' as respects the United
‘“ States on the 10th day of. June
Mr. Erskine spoke in the
¢ Will
drawn on the 10th
The time of their
revocation ‘was thus definitively fix-
ed by his Britanic majesty’s repre-
Of course, a pertod was
specified by Great Britain, when her
edicts should be ¢¢ so revoked as that |
. ¢¢ they should cease to violate the
¢ neutral commerce of the United
and the president, as he

‘‘ next.
name of his government.-
have been wi&n

day of June,”

sentative,

$¢ States;'’

that the annunciation of that refusal
by the proclaination of theexecutive
was a mere formality, requisite only
as it tended to give consistency to
the acts of our governiuent, |
W hat has confused the subject more
‘thanany thing else, is this; the presi-
dent has been considered as reneiving
and stopping commercial inter-
course by the mere force of bis pro-
clamations : but the fact is altogether
different; the chief magistrate never
had any power voluntarily torestore or
to interrupt trade : it was congress,
who, by the non-intercourse law,
provifled for the prevention of com-
merce and for 11s revival, . The pre-
sident had no other power in the case
than simply to proclaim thata certain

Y -

|

eyes to be put out, in order that the
other :might loseboth. They wounld
¢ gverset the table to get at the
meat.’’ They would burn the house

to force out the tenant.

Without a

metaphor, they would ruin the ®un-
try to ruin the republican adininis-

tration.
And I ask you, my fellow

Citl-

zens, in the spirit of truth and can-
dor, if this heavy charge against
the federalists is not i;homu;_;hly
cstablished. Try if you can account
in a more favourable manner for -

their conduct.

Review the case of

Burr: was not his enteprize, to make
the best of it, highly dangerous to

the peace and welfare of the coun-
try 2 Was it net, consider it in what



