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They Walked With Christ

JAMES Son of Alphaeus

“And he ordained twelve, that they should be with
him . . . Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew,
MMQM,Mﬂml,ndJuulhuof
Alphaeus . . .~

—Mark I11:14,18

No name in the New Testament has caused quite so
much confusion as that of James.
The reason is that in different places we read vari-
ously of James the son of Alphaeus, James the brother
of the Lord; and of James the Less.
Are all these one and the same person? Catholic
scholars for the most lim say yes. Many Protestant
authorities agree with them.
But then another question arises. What is meant by
the designation, “brother of the Lord?"
Cathtﬁic interpreters assert that the Greek word, “adel-
phos,” used in this reference, can mean step-brother or
even a near relative.
Therefore, they argue, James was not the brother of
esus in the literal sense—that is, he was not the son of

ary, the Virgin. It is more likely, they contend, that
he was the son of the Virgin's sister, and therefore a
cousin of Jesus,

In the early Church, the Greek fathers believed him
to be the son of Joseph by a first rriage. Latin writers
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They Walked With Christ

JOSEPH of Arimathaea

“And, behold, lhmm-muui}w&,-
mnuﬂmndhmnpﬂu,.‘.iu&

—Luhe XXIII:50,51

Joseph, like Nicodemus, another member of the Jew-
ish oé:;:“ Council or Sanhedrin, was a secret disciple

C5US.

t. Luke calls him a good and just man, who refused
to consent to the verdict of the Sanhedrin when they
condemned Jesus.

Although "he may not have openly challenged the
verdict, he did show more courage than the Nazarene's
own disciples when, on the very evening of the Cruci-
f‘:_:ion. he “went boldly unto Pilate and craved the body

esus.

ilate rprised to | that already
il bc':n"gsﬁ - ofu:'iminmai?": i

Cross, he gave Joseph permission

Papini points out that Pilate thus dj
custom oP the day, according to which

were in charge of executions could

from families or friends of the crucified
the body.

oupz

and
was prepared for burial:

inkled with
ri i ices,
I:lpfin :’I‘Ioedmwer ll::n
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