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OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES = 475
At some distance above this-band of shields, and fronting the
- four door ways, are four Eagles, sculptured in basso relieva, en.
- circled with wreaths which are grasped in - their talonsg from
- these .wreaths festooned draperies are suspended, which form a
: continuous line of decorations all around the shatt.
. - T'ne hypotrachelion of the column is fluted. The pedestal of
- the statue rises abave the capital some height, (and is an, el,on?- |
~+ tion of the shaft of the columa,) terminated above the cornice
- steppings reduced from a diameter of 14 feet to a plinth of four
. feet, on which the statue stands;tnis statue is 14 feet high. -
* Th-atiitude given this figure represents the great man (to whom
- the monument is dedicated,) in the act of resigni..g his commis-
- sion, and the authority with which he had been invested by his
. country, again into the hands of the people, having accomplisned
- the great object of his appointment, the freedom and indepen-

- dence of the union.

‘Tapxhieroic act, which has elevated the character of W .aéhi_ng.

~ton above all praise, took place in tals state, and constiiutes &
 finie subject fur the sculptor and the historian, .- Venere could it
~ be more appraorintely exhibited for public admication aud exam- .

le. than here, on the monument dedicated to his memory.
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The dripery of this ligure combines classical elegance, with a

atrict regard to truth. Tie reai costume worn. by the General

*ar tue period alluded to, is preserved, and yet no sacrifice has
. buen made of good taste—ihe miiitary cloak, which covers the
- fijure, gives all tue effect and dignity which the Grecian robe -

ava Romai. 'unic zave to the statues of ap(iquity.\- - o
200 marble steps, winding round a solid pillar constituting

Cthe core oi the eoluming 'The visitor {n ascending this

he.giit is disposed to proceed with gfeat caution, even with

a fastern, as woie than midaight darkaess lies before him;

yeir he may proceed with perlect confidence, for a solid

wall runs up on each side ol him. (W8 intended to lizht

| u9 this staiv-way with zas, which will reader. the ascent

nieee easy.) But whatever degree of fatigue is experienced
by .he visitor, he will bo fully repaid on reaching this zid-

dy ieight, by a survey of one of tne most deligntful prog.

peis to be found in any part of the warld, (taken as a

- wuale,) either for variety or beauty,  T'o the south, east
and west, the city is overlonked, ornamented with nume- -
" rous handsome buildings, public and private, magnificent

‘domes and splendid spires, glittering in the sun beams; a

beautiful basin and harbor, locked in by highlands on every

Si(le,v Cl'()“‘ded Witha f("'est ()f lnasts’ Rnd Onhvenﬁd With

' the hum of an active commerce, .
- Beyond this busy scene, Fort M¢Henry arrests the atten-

tion, with its «starspangled banuer” waving in the breeze. .

~ A spot celebrated in the events of the last war (or the gal-

- lant defence which it made agaiust the inroads of the ine
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