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OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES: ~ SIL
tions. Tt "\'\}::ﬁj.;be'_recdllecte(l" that .the éegéﬁts: .are,cdihposeddf the
hembers of the four faculties; this makes the body too numerens

unwieldly. .Tu consequence of this, you_r_"c_ommittee-_fuund,‘tha_t.‘ al-
though the University has been in operation for more tham thirtecls

years, the regents had not had even one meeting a year, regarly, du- .

ring that time. The charter prescribes that ‘the regents shall make

~ fules and regulations for the discipline of the University, This dity

lias been entirely neglected. The law granting a lottery for the bene~
fit of the University rerquires, that the money ariging from it should be
paid to the regents, and expended under their divéction. This has
never been done, but with the exception of ‘a very trifling sum, ail the
foney has; from the negleci of the regents to act, gone ‘immediately
into the hands of the Medical Faculty, and has been expended entire-
1y under their direction. - The body of regents is too heterogencous in
its composition; and being madé up in part of professors, who have
strong personal interest, often conflicting and opposed, will necessarily
Ve distracted add divided in its counsels and meusures. " o
~ After mature reflection upon the existing difficulties,. and their ve-
medy, your committee have . unanimously determined to recummend,
thata supplement to the law egtablishing the University should be ca-

“acted, which shall-abolish the .board of regents, and alsa ithe mcmbers

of the different faculties, except the proféssors belonging to each, and -

“to substitute in their place a board of trustees, consisting of filtecn

jhembers, none of whom shall be professors, or have any personal in-
terest to be affected.  ‘The governor of this state, for the time beingy
1o be the president of the board, which shal¥ elect, from their own bo-

dy, a vice-president. 'The trustees to have the power of appoiuting |

a provest, professors and lecturers, and also the dissector and dewmon-
strator of Anatowmy, and the same to dismiss at pleasure. Ilut whene-

~ ver a vacancy shall occur in the Faculty of Physic, each of the reshaia-
“ing professors shall have the right of nominating two pérsons, aand it

¢hall be the duty of each to nominate one person to fill such vacancyy
and the trustees shall appoint some one from amopg the persons, thos
nominated. All the money concerng to be udder the cintrol of the
{rustees, and all money to be Jaid out and expended under their direc-

' tion; the trustees to make reports of their proccedings, and of the state
. ‘and condition of the University, annually, to the general assembly, on

the first Monday in Januafy. | o | |
~ The difficulty of getting a quorum of Regents to meet, and the want

~of time, prevented your committee’ from ascertaining the opinion or

wishes of the Regents, as a body, with respect.to alterations. of the char-

~ ter.. From conversations with the different members of the board, they.

found the opinionto be gencral, that a change is unecessary, but they
also discovered great difierence of opinion as to what would be best cal-

culated to remedy existing evils. A great ‘portion, however, of thore |
~ 4vith whom your committee .conferred, agreed with them in bulieving

that the establishment of an independent board of trustces, ds aliove ve-
commended, would be highiy salutary. ~Should the general assembly”
_concur in this opinion, your committec believe, that there is nothing irt

the nature of the act of incorporation which deprives them of the con- - ”

stitutional power of making the change proposed, without the furmal as-
sent of the persons incorporated. That assent is only necessary, in the
opinion of your cammittce, when a charter of incorporation is i the na.-

ture of a contract, as a bank charter for instance, where a boaus bas




